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gave a great impulse to the Students of the Persian 
language by producing correct texts, annotations, notes and 
trarslations of Standard Persian Authors to facilitate their work 
and thus created a taste for its study They printed many 
such books and this translation of the Gulistan by Gladv/in 
was first published by them cnly, on this side of India. Wa 
as successors to Khan Bahadur G M Munshi and Sens, hav4 
resolved to follow m their foot-steps and to do as much as we 
can with the greater resources at our disposal, to diffuse the 
knowledge of Persian and to make our publications ‘ Standard ’ 
Works. 


The chief difficulty in Persian books is that no two 
editions are similar and such is also the case with the Gulistan, 
and so it was found that the translation wanted many addi- 
tions and some corrections. So, in order to make it a complete 
translation, passages found in any edition though omitted by 
others are also translated Difference in the order of paragraphs 
IS shewn by figures (1), (2), etc* Arabic and poetical pieces are 
also marked. j 

I 

This edition is now the ‘ standard ’ work and the most com- 
plete translation of the masterpiece of Sadi 

In conclusion we hope that the Public and the Educa- 
tional Authorities will appreciate our efforts and give us due 
encouragement m our enterpnze 


1st September, 1914 


HOMEE. SORAB & Co 



A BIOSRAPHIGAL SKETCH OF SA’DI 


The lull namt of ojf vriUtr kttmi to b MuilvKuddm SSai^j 
Sj (lr~SSirJ2i jamihownrff caWi S* diSSiriu d*dm Mn\»b *«n o! 
AbdulU ■nd «n V/oipi or dcic ndint of Ah Sadi ii ihf notn dr* 
plume tuumed in bemotu of Krt patron At»b»k-«d bm Z^ogi — and it 
meant felioty Notwdjp can «y natbenticalljr when he wat b«n 
but the ptobaWe dale w A H 571 or A. D 1 194 Some put it 
10 yean earlier He wai born at Shirai in the beimnmg of Alabat 
ToUahartipa Hti father Abdulla Shiran wai an oScer of the court 
and a very p-out and thoughtfuf man. HuionSadiwai alio brotjpht 
up accordingly He war made to olnme all rthgioua commaodi and 
yn hart tain) proofi of (ho in allbu wtitmgt II letDi that bebetatno 
an orphan when he wai only about fifteen yean of age 

Though there vrtiemany coflejea in Penu at that lime he lomcd 
the Miramya College of Bagdad which domiB five ewtune* had been 
the chief leat of Oriental learning and the nagoihcenl lendeoce of the 
Khahfa and there he held an Idiax ot ItUovrahip He had the learned 
Ab ul Farih*ibo Jozt at a tutor u aciencet and Abdul kadir Cnam ux 
theology It tt laid that he fint went to Mecca w th Oilaoi It n 
alio beheved that he wii there lourleen tunea 

5#dJ Sv-wiMwa bnswej/ he tmee sanved Iwf }eh so utoet 

Si di iraa an inreteralc travelleT he travelled over many coonlnea 
-of A»a and tome parti of Europe and Africa DowUl Shah m hu 
Live* of the Perwan Poeli turns up h» whole life thus — “The 
finl 30 yean of hu life wai devoted to iludy and laying up a stock of 
knowledge the next 30 or perhaps 40 m Ireaiurmg up experience 
-and dtssetrunatxng that knowledge during hu wide extending travefaj 
and that some portion ihoold mienrene between the bunceii cf life and 
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hour of death, and that wi'th him chanced to be th^largest share of it, 
he spent the remainder of his life or seventy years, in the retirement of a 
recluse, when he was exemplary in his temperance and edifying in his 
piety ” 

It appears that Sa’di never returned to Persia during the reign of 
Sa’d Zangi, but only when his son Abubakar ascended the throne after 
his death. 

He seems to be in Shiraz till his death which took place in 
A D 1 264 or A H, 69 1 . A friend of his has recorded this 
in a couplet and according to the Ahjad system it comes to. 

691 A H. 

The following is that couplet 

091 ^ " 

His tomb IS situated in a chanmng spot, m the midst of fountains, 
and buildings at a distance of a mile from ** Dtlkusha ” 

It must be said that Sa’di stands first among the Persian writers as. 
regardsi simplicity of language and loftiness of thoughts The language 
though simple is^very fa^ He has written on every subject, from story 
telling to the highest philosophy. Science also not excluded. Nobody 
has ever equalled his Gulistan though many have emulated with him. 
Baharistan, Kharistan and other books were brought out to eclipse 
Gulistan, but it holds its own uptil now Hafiz, Jami, Moulana Rumi 
Anur Khosrav Dehelvi and many others have bestowed unstinted 
praises on him. 

Sa’diAs considered the most eminent moralist of the Persians. His 
tales which are appropriate to almost every event that can occur, convey 
the most useful lessons , his maxims have acquired an authority among 
his countrymen that render them almost equal to laws Again Sa’di has 
been styled “the Shakespeare of the East” by some European 
Scholars Jami calls him “ The nightingale of the groves of 
Shiraz ” 

i 
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NOTE 


P or — , — stands for poetical pieces 
K „ „ a passsj^e of Koran 

Scntuiccs and Paragraphs hracl eled arc the translation pieces of Aiabic 
passages 

1 ignics f\ ), (2), <Lc , indicate tliatlhe orders of lines, paragrnplls, <Lc , <-^c , 
differ m diffci-et t tc\ta 
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P R K V A C 1C 

TO TlIC 

GULISTAN OF MUSLIHUODIN SHAIK SADI 
OF SHIRAZ 

iQ (he Name o( (he most mtrdfal God 

PRAISC lo the God ot mafcitjr and glorv wbow MtMcc u the 
mcADs of approach I and to offer him (tratcful ackDOvrfcdgmenti 
emuTo an loaeare of boenty E'Tr> htcalh when mlialed imUtnelh 
Me and when exhaled tl exhilarate* the bod) consequently net> 
brcalhmg mejude* two bene6l*» each of yrhid* demandrth a dutmcl 
ackrvowledcmeQt 

(P ) What band or lonc^ can fulfil his prane* (Sing pra>><» 
ye potteniy of Dasid, for few of my KfranU arc grateful ) It a b«l 
for the aetraot (0 confeii hu weabieir and nnplotc forgnenc** of the 
Court of Heaven *mce no one » ableto lulo) hr* duty toward* Cod 
The ram of hr* mfimte mercy refreiheth all place* and the table of 
hr* bounty »» ipread fa-r and near Aimdit the enonoou* »m» of his 
•CTVanti be rendeth not the veil of their reputaUon and dumvg 
the commtuton of atrocroru offence* crateth not to bestow ibeir daily 
bread 

(P ) O meraful God who out of thme hidden Ireaiuie* affordest 
daily suttenance to the Guebre and the infidel how canU thou exclude 
dry fnend* thou who dcrgneil ihu* favourablv to regard ihme eDemre*! 
He commandeth his chamberUm the zephyr to ipread the emerald 
carpet and ordcielh the vernal cloud* to forter the infant plant* m 
the exadfe of the earth He clothed the bodies of the trees with 
verdant folage, the festal gamKOts of spring ind m celebration of 
the return of that season crowneth the youthful branches vnth gar* 
land* of blotsoms By hr* powCT the pnee of the cane u conrerted 
r^to deEaou* honey and bj Im dnoplme the Lemel of the dale 
becometh a lofty tree 
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(P ) “Cloudj and wind, the moon, the sun And the sky are all 
busied, that thou, O man, mayest obtain thy bread, and eat it not in 
neglect For thy sake, all these revolve and are obedient , it is not 
therefore consistent with the rules of justice that thou only shouldest 
not obey ” There is a tradition of the chief of created beings, the 
most noble of existences, the mercy of the universe, the purest of 
mankind, and completion of the revolution of ages, Muhammad Mustafa 
(upon whom be blessing and peace*), (the intercessor, the obeyed, the 
gracious prophet, the bountiful, the majestic, the affable, the sealed 

(F ) ‘■‘Why should the wall of the faithful suffer anxiety, which has 
such a supporter Why should he dread the waves of the sea, who hath 
Noah for his pilot His perfections procured him exaltation, his come- 
liness, dispelled the darkness , liberal are all his endowments , blessing be 
on him and on his race * The tradition is this That when a smful 
servant, conscious of his guiltiness, liftetli up the hands of repentance, 
in hopes of obtaming pardon at the court of the just, the glorious and 
sublime Bemg , the Almighty regardeth him not again he supplicates 
and is again disregarded once more he prayeth with humility and 
sorrow, and then the just God saith “O my angels, of a truth I am 
ashamed on behalf of my servant, who hath no other Providence than 
myself, and therefore verily do I pardon him I have heard his prayer, 
and have granted his petition , because I am ashamed of the excessive 
supplication and sorrow of my servant ” 

(P ) Behold the mercy and kindness of God, he is himself ashamed 
that his servant hath sinned *” Those who constantly reside at the 
temple of his glory, confess the msufficiency of their worship, saying 
( We have not worshipped thee in the manner that thou oughtert 
to be served ”) And they who would desciabe the form of his beauty, 
arc rapt in atnazement, declaring ^*W^e have not known thee as tliou 
oughtest to be known ” 

(P.) “If any one should require me to describe him, how shall the 
disheartened describe that which hath no form ^ The lovers are 
sjai^n by the beloved, and no voice proceedelh from the dead ” 
A devout man in deep contemplation, with his head reclined 
on the bosom of meditation, was immersed m the ocean of vision 
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he tc to Tcr^ from tKal itale one of hu cOTBpantoui byway of 
pleiuotiy Mtd *^\Vhat ouracttlous prewnl have you brouthl w 
from ihn tanfco wfuch you h*Ne been vurtine^ 

He amwrted Ilvrtstay mtcntioo that when 1 reached the rote 
both I would fft my Up with Bowers for pteietid to my fnenda but 
when 1 came to the tpot the odour so oxerpoweted my teiuei lliat my 
sktrt drop! out of my handt 

(P ) O mghliocale Icam thou lose of the moth who beag btmtt 
crptTtth without a srjh They who prelettd to be mformed are ignorant 
for they who have koewn hrm hate not yet rccoxered their semes 
O tiou ait beyood the reach of unagmatton conjectorr or thought 
furpanmg aB Uiat Has been related and ncelbng every ihmg that I 
have heard or read The book ts coochided and the penod of life is 
arrTved I conlmue descnlnng thee the same at at the commencement 

The Vlrtan ot the Hourth hlamUm 
May Cod f^^rp<tuaU his rtinn 

Tml favourable mention of Sadt which has faOen from the mouths 
of people in geoatl, and the fame of bis uymgs Uial has spread over 
the whole surface of llie globe so that the words of las friendly pen 
are eaten Uke sugar and the value given to hn scraps of wnlmgs 
usomuch that they pau current like boil of exchange all thu cannot 
be asoibed to the petfecliOD of bu own mtnt and eloquence bntu 
owing tolhenrcrurch of the earth who b the axis of the revolution 
of tnne the repretenUlive of Solomon the defender of die faithful, 
the CDif hty long of kmgs the SuUnous Atubak MuxaBruuddrn AbubaVr 
the son of Sad the son of Zangv the shadow of Cod on earth approve 
him, O Lord and grant his desires 1 He regarded me wuh the eye 
of kmdness loaded me with commendaUon and shewod a sincere 
attachment and therefore, for hu sake persons of all desenpUons 
have taken a fancy to me for mankind readily adopt the sentiments of 
then kiof. From the time that you have looked kmdiy on my humble 
tUte« my merits are more manifest than the tun If your servant was 
made up of defects every fault that the Sultan might commecd would 
be construed into an excellence 
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One dav, m the bath, a piece of perfumed clay came to me from the 
Itand of a frtend I said to it “ Art thou must., or ambergris for I am 
charmed with thy delightful odour ” It answered “ I was a worthless 
oiecs of clay, but having for a season associated with the rose, the virtue 
of m) companion was communicated to me, otlienvise I am the same 
identical earth that I was at first ” (O God ' bestow happiness on the 
Muslim by a long continuance of his life * increase the reward of his 
virtues and perfections , exalt the dignity of his friends and of his 
governors , and send destruction to his avowed and secret foes, for the 
sake of those sayings recorded m tlie verses of the Koran O Lord, 
protect Ins kingdom, and be thou the guardian of his son^ Of a truth 
the world enjoys happiness through his meant, may his own good 
foitune be perpetual, and may God befriend him with the standard of 
Metory , m such wise may the branch also flourish of which the Ling 
15 the root , since the goodly produce of the soil dependeth on the 
CTcdlency of the seed ) May the most mighty and holy God preserve 
iIk land of Shiraz in perfect peace untd the day of resurrection, through 
dread of the justice of its governois, and by the blessing entailed on 
tliosc who act conformably to wisdom ’ Know you not. why 1 delayed 
some time abroad on my travels ’ I departed out of dread of tnc 
Turls, for I beheld the country m disorder, like the hair of an 
Ethiopian Their form was human , but like wolves their claws were 
lucking with blood Within the city were men with minds \irtuous as 
angels, and without was an army of warlike lions On my return I 
found the land at peace . the tigers having forsaken their savage 
di oosilioua Thus at first I beheld the world full of tumult, sorrow', 
and strife, and it has changed to Us present happy state in the reign of 
tl <- jujt monarch Al.ibak Abubakr Bin Sad Znngi 

( P ) The land of Persia is m no danger of suffering distrc';'; so long as 
it I go\ Lined In one like thyself, w'ho art the shadow of God At this 
aas no one can point out on the surface of the earth an asylum of comfort 
I.K tin. tlirucliold of ih> gale It is thy dul\ to sulijiorl the hclplc's, and 
It bcliorcth us to offer up grateful acl nowlcdgmcnts, whilst the itwaid 
I \ ilh Cod the Creator of the unnerse O God, preserse tlu land 
of i’cisn from ihe storms of "trifc, as long a' the oirth and the .iir 
‘ *n f-ndurc 


< 
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liter \ci 

Caas« of mldn; GulUtan 

Ont oi|hl 1 w»t teOKlins on the Utnt w^itdi had «Up»td aod 
Umtnlm? rival to much of my life ww ipetil I p*^ced ihe ilony 
mitvitOQ of my heart vnlh adamiolmc lean aod icpealed the following 
(inr) ai appficabfe to my conddKm 

In every momenl of ihy hfe a breath n cipenderi lo that whil 
remaincth ti but of imaB account AU»* thou hail ipenl fifty year* 
in ilcep excepting there firo <lay< that thou hart been awakened to 
aflecUon Shame on that man who departed volhout hnirhing hn 
work whot when the drum was beaten (or marching had not made 
up ha burden Sncel deep on the day of nurthmg withhold* the 
traveCcT from hi* way Every one who catne erected a new fabnc he 
dqvarted and evacuated the tenement for another lo enter and thn u 
like manner formed new ichemc* but no one ever finiihcd the 
InnldEng Place no relunce on an on teady frxnd the Cir dcrcfreth 
not behef The etretKc of the Ue of mankmd ii the rtomach what fear 
a* long t< tt palter ilowfy ’ fl n bind* in ruth a way that it cannot be 
unfailened one ihould give up the hope of IJc If it unUct at cannot be 
bound again one muit detptu of Ue The four advene and contending 
elementi r«t peacefully for i omc daya but when any one of there elemcnlr 
becomes nctonous the dear tout leaves the fiame Coniequently aynw 
and able man wjih not thn worldly Ue Smer both the good and the 
bad mint die happy it that nun who carries oS the ball of vntue * Send lo 
your own tomb the prormoni for the yotmiey no one wiQ brmg them after 
you iberefore despatch them before your departure Ldeasaow and the 
lummei tun advanced] only a small part remameth immclted ; art thou 
yet tlothfull You who have gone empty-handed to roarkel \ fear will 
not rettirn with a full napkin Whosoever ealcth Kis wheat before it a 
npe muit glean ears of com at the tone of barrest Laten atlentivefy 
to the admomiioD of Sadi the road a aucK at 1 have described it he 
of good cheer and proceed on your ycumey 

After delfberaUiig on the subject it appeared to me advisable that I 
ihouM make choice of letuement and withdrawmg myself from society 
erase from the tablet of my memory all ram words and relram from 
converwtion 


Atlsdnc t the gUM f Ctuvguu 
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GULISTAN 


One deprived of the faculty of speech, who sitteth in a comer deaf 
and dumb, is preferable to him who cannot govern his tongue At 
length one of my friends, the intimate and familiar partner of my 
travels, and companion of my celb entered the door, and accosted me 
after his usual manner, but m return for all his pleasantry and mirth, 
and inclination to familiar intercourse, I gave no answer, nor raised up 
my head from the knees of adoration He looked displeased, and said 
“ Whilst you have the power of utterance, speak, O my brother, with 
favour and kindness, for to-morrow, when the messenger of fate 
arriveth, you will through necessity be silent One of my comrades 
informed him how matters stood, saymg “ Such a one hath positively 
resolved to spend the remamder of his life m devotion, and to 
observe silence, follow his example, if you are able, and keep him 
company ” 

He replied “ I swear by the great God, and by our long uninter- 
rupted friendship, that I will neither breathe nor stir a step until 
he hath answered with his accustomed freedom , for it is folly to distress 
our friends, when an inconsiderate oath can be easily expiated It is 
contrary to justice, and opposite to the sentiments of the wise, that 
the swords of Ah should remain in the scabbard or that the tongue of 
Sadi should cleave to the roof of the mouth To what shall be 
likened the tongue in a wise man’s mouth' It is the key of the treasury 
of wisdom when the door b shut, who can discover whether he deals 
m jewels or in small ware'^ 

Although, m the estimation of the wise, silence is commendable 
yet at a proper season, free speech is preferable Two thmgs mdicate 
an obscure understandmg , to be silent when we ought to converse, and 
to speak when we should be silent’' To be brief, I was not able to 
restrain my tongue from speaking to him I thought it inhuman to turn 
my face from him because he was an agreeable and sincere friend. 
When you determme to fight, be sure either that you are stronger than 
your adversary, or that you have a swiftei pair of heels. Thus, through 
necessity I spoke , and went abroad m good humour It was the 
season of spring, the air was temperate, and the rose in full bloom 
The vestments of the trees resembled the festive garments of the 
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fortuMl II w*» mKlipnns when the oiEhungtlrt wne eKintms 
from llie pulpit* of the br*nthn. The iMt vrai decke<J with p<*rlf 
dfw like blmlm on tl>t chcth of n chnlms mnlieii It happened 
once iKjiI f bent^led m 4 garden m compiny with one of my 
fneodi The ipot w»i deJtsKlfol the trees mlertvnned >tra would 
hiN'e U)d that the earth was Lcdecled with glass rpangiei and that 
the knot of the Pkudes vrai lurpendcd ftora the hianeh of the me 
(A garden with a running stream and trees from whence bndi were 
waibimg melodious itrams ) that hOed vnth Inhps of ranous hue* these 
loaded vnth fruits of aererat kinds. Under the shade of its trees the 
icphjT had spread the sanegated carpet la the mofntng, when the 
deme to return home overcame our totimalion for remammg 1 taw to 
hu lap a coUeclton of Totetv odonicrous hcibi and Kyaanth* which he 
had loleoded to carry to town. I *«d ^ ou arc not itnorant that 

the flower of the garden soon fadeih and that the enjoyment of the 
rose bush ts but of a short eonliouance and the sages have declared 
that the heait ought not to beset upon any thing that u transitory ” 
He asked “ What course ts then to be porjued I I icpfied 1 am 
able to form a book of roses which will dehght the beholders and 
gtatdylhoic who are present whose leases the lyraonic arm of the 
autumnal blasts can never affect nor injuie the blossoms of it* spring 
What benefit wiH jou derive from a basket of flowenf Carry a leaf 
from my garden a rose euy contmue in bloom for fisx or six days but 
thn rose-garden will flourish for ever As soon os I had uttered these 
words, he flung the Sowers from hu lap and laymg hold on the skirt of 
my garment exclaimed C‘^\Vhen the beneficent promue, they faiddully 
discharge their engagemeoU ) Id the course of a few days two 
chapters (one on the comforts of society and the other coulatmug 
rule* for convciMtKm*) were wnlten out m my notebook m a style 
that may be lue/d to orators and improve the skill of fcUer-wnlcrs 
In short wKibt the rose was yel in Woom the book entitled the Rose 
Garden was finuhed but it will be truly perfected on gimtag a 
favourable reception at court, and when it obtain* an indulgent perusal 
from that pnace who a the asylum of the world the shadow of the 
most high, the ray of providenUa! beaefictnee tlie treasury of ih® age 


Tbe 7tk •od 6d( cfiiptw*. Suno^y 
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GUUSlAN 


the refuge of religion, the favourite of heaven, the mighty arm of the 
victorious empire, the lamp of the resplendent religion, the most splendid 
of mankind, the aggrandizer of the faith, Sad, son of Atabak the greats 
that potent monarch, to whom nations bend the neck, lord paramount of 
the kings of Arabia and Persia, sovereign of land and sea, inheritor of 
the throne of Solomon, Muzuffaruddin, may God perpetuate the good 
fortune of both and prosper all their righteous undertakings! 

(P ) If ornamented with the sovereign’s approbation it is a gallery of 
China paintings ,t and the designs of Arzang. I trust that he will 
not look dissatisfied, since the rose-garden is not a fit place for displeasure, 
and more especially as its fortunate preface is inscribed to Sad Abubakr 
Bln Zangl t 

Celebration oi the great Amir, the Fortunate Fahhruddin, 
Abubakr bin Abu Nasr, 

Once more the br.de of my imagination, conscious of her want of 
beauty raiseth not her head, but m a desponding mood modestly looks 
down upon her feet, not venturing to make her appearance in the 
assembly of beautiful youths, unless she be decked with the jewels of 
approbation from the great Amir, who is learned and just, assisted by 
Heaven, the conqueror of his enemies, the support of the throne of 
empire, counsellor of the state, the asylum of the indigent, and refuge 
of the stranger, tlie patron of the learned, and friend of men of piety,, 
the glory of the Persian race, and strength of the arm of empire, 
of royal endowments, the gloiy of the state and of religion, the succour 
of the faith and of the faithful, the confidante of kings and emperors 
Abubakr Bin Abu Nasr, may God prolong his life, increase his 
dignity, enlighten his breast, and augment his reward , for he is ce- 
lebrated amgngst all the nobles of the earth, and is the confluence of 
laudable actions "Whosoever enjoyeth the shadow of his kindness his 
sin IS pardoned, and his enemy becometh his fnend Every other 
individual servant and domestic hath some duty appointed him, in the 
performance of which should he be somewhat negligent or slothful, he 
would most certainly incur displeasure and reprehension , but for the 
class of Darwishes, whose duty it is to be grateful foi the kindness 


1" The paintings of the impostor Mam 
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o( \\\ta lopencrt io tcUbtile llicw Mitoci * 0(1 lo nnp(ote blemnc* 
for ihnn inch itivict ti belter ptiformed vt^icn •btcnl th*n when 
prcjtnl, bccittw m ibe Utter caic tber btlMixroor may border on 
rpeooniiKii wbi\it ibc ctber n twd o\ cntmony and tnort acctpUbU 

(P ) The « incurvAted back became itratfht ihroucli deludrt when 
Dame Nature lioucht fmlh a ion ^ltc ihtc Una pure inrlaoce of 
dmne myrtrty when the Creitot* ol ihe Uotrerac out o1 hn bcnc% olence 
dulincrmhei a rervaot for the unlniction of manlind He hilh obtamed 
immoitality wHoie fame Ir eih becauw aflrr hn dcpailute the re own 
of bu \utae m ut« exnl nee lo bt* name ll ri a malter of mdjffercnce 
whctlwT iSc leatDcd prane ibcc or not for the face of a beloved 
mnlrai requrreth trot the art of the lur-woman 

Exetue for (be Qridstfon of Ptnonnf Senrfee and (be 
Cat»e of cbootlns RctlrtrocDt 

Mn debciency aod backwardnoi m the tlrtnuoui dncharcc of 
penotul remce at the pA!ace of io\ercT^)> teinirblci the itory loid 
of Baiorraibr how that when a number of the lave* of Hmd were 
diiconmne Ku ^rrtuei, they cou^ ducoter m hua only thu Utdl, that 
he hetrtaled m hn rpeech, lo that hii heareii ^vere kept a long 
lime in impeote before he deli'eted Sm ihoughli Buiurimibr 
o>«rh^rd llwu convmauon, and obierved "It u better to 
deliberate before I apeak than lo repent of what I have raid 
Old men of expcnencc. who know the \ah»e of wordr reflect and 
then ipeak. Expend not your breath m talLne idiy iireAl lo the 
purpotc aid mold not if your delivery ihoukl be Jow Ftfit ihiok 
and then apeak, but Hop before they lay “ It » enough Man 
excelletb the brute ataUoo by the faculty of ipccch, but you are 
fnfettor to the brute if you make an improper uie of that gift How then 
could I Tenlure to make my appearance m the a«embly oj grandee* of 
icrereignly the coafluence of men of piety aod the centre of profound 
»-hoUr* where if m the conrie of eonveniiioa, I ihould feel anrmalcd, 
1 might be ptanroplnoua. Small tt the cipiial itock which 1 could 
produce before the vmer glau fc«di amongit jewel'era ate not worth 
a barleycorn a lamp m the fice of the run em ttelh not a ray of Lghl 
and n lof y turret at the foo of Mount Alward appein dunmultve 
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(P ) Whosoever stretcheth out his neck cKiimmg consequence, 
IS beset by enemies from all quarters Sadi lies prostrate freed front 
worldly desires , no man atterapteth to combat with one who is down, 
on the ground Consideration should precede speech, they first lay the 
foundation, and then build the wall I understand making artificial flowers 
but am noit a professed gardener’ I sell a beauty, but not in Canaan 
They asked Lukman, of whom he had learned philosophy 
He answered “ Of the blind, because they never advance a step 
unbl they have tried the ground Try your way before you stir 
your foot Be assured of your manhood and then marry 

(P.) Although the cock is dauntless in battle, yet to what purpose 
shall he strike against a hawk with brazen talons* The cat is a tiger m. 
seizing the mouse , but is herself a mouse when engaged with 
the tiger 

But relying on the liberal disposition of the great, who shut their 
eyes on the defects of the humble, and strive not to expose the faults 
of inferiors, I have in a summary form compnlsed m this book morals- 
and choice tales, embellished with verses and relations of meritonous- 
deeds of kings, in collecting materials for which I have spent a 
considerable part of my life These were my reasons for writirig the 
Gulistan May God favour me with he aid ’ 

(P ) These verses and recitals will last for years when every particle 
of dust of which I am compounded will be dispersed The intention m 
drawmg this picture is, tliat it may remain after me , seemg that existence 
IS fleetmg, unless a devout person should one day, out of compassion, 
bestow his blessmg on the works of the Darwishis 

Having ifiaturely debberated on the general arrangement of the book, 
the order of the chapters, and abridging the style of the language, it 
seemed advisable that this Verdant garden, planted like Paradise, should 
also resemble it by having eight gates , and I abndged the work that it 
might not be thought tedious 

*Alludmg to Joseph, who oa account of his beauty was styled the moon of 
Canaan. 
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Chkpt«r L'-pn the HoraU of Kloei 
„ IT — On (he Uor&ls of DanrBhlx 

M m —On the ExceDeoey of Contentment 
^ IV — On the AdranUge of SUenoe 

^ V — On Love and Youth 

VI —On Weakness and Old age 
„ VII —On the Yoko of Edntntion 
„ vm — Rules tor Conduct In Lite 

Dale of ihe boot- Al the lm>e when I enjoyed a cbeaful mind in 
the year txx hundred and hftjraa of the Higma era,* my decign wai, 
to gire adnee, and 1 hiTC fptktD accordingly I commiUed the work 
to God, and departed. 

•A-D 1258. 


The Jone « •yitem of *pellmg proper (wne* hat b«« adoplcd, 
all ihroQgh the book by the Poblohera. 
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ON THE MORALS OF KINGS 


TALE I 

1 HA\'E heard ihat • cerUin moDirch having commanded 
a captrve to be tmt to death the poor vrretch in a fit of 
detpair be^ao to abnie and reproach the ling, ta hit ovm 
Ungiuge accxmfrog to the laymt "Whoioevcr vraihclh 
ha Kaodi of Hfe u'teretb whaleref it m ha heart A mao 
vntheat hope rpeaketh boldly at the cal wbeo dnieo to 
detpatr leueth the dog to the tone of need when it n 
tmpotuble to escape the hand grarpelh the sharp edged 
fword. The iuog aiked “What doth he aay f One of 
the vizKT* who wat of a beoevolcnl duposilxm, replied 
("O m> Lord, he said, the Almighty befnendrth him who 
ilifieth hu anger and u mercifol to ha feQovrxrealaies. ) 
The Vme had cotnpinioQ on him, and ipartd ha life 
Another vmer of a contrary temper utd “ It becomeih 
not persons of our ranV to speak any thing but truth m the 
preseoce of mooarchs that mao rtviled the kag and ^oke 
rodecently The kmg was diipleated at ba speech, and 
said am more satafied wUh that falsehood ihilo with 
tha truth, whvJj you have uttered because that was well 
mleoded, and thu u founded on malignity and the sages 
have dcchred that falsehood mixed with good advice, u 
preferable to truth lending to excito strife " 
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( P,) When a king is guided by the advice of another, woe be unto 
him if he speaketh any thmg but good On the portico of the hall of 
Faridiin was' written The world, O my brother, continueth not to any 

one , place your affections on the Creator of the universe, and that 'Will 
suffice Make no reliance, neither rest upon the kingdom of this world ; 
seeing how many hke yourself it hath nourished and killed When the 
pure soul is about to depart, what is the difference between expiring 
on a throne or on the bare ground* ” 


TALE II 

One of the kings of Khurasan saw m a dream Sultan Mahmud 
Sabuktagin when the whole of his body had fallen into pieces and 
become dust exceptrag his eyes, which rao'Ved in the sockets, and 
looked about All the philosophers were at a loss to explam the 
meaning, excepting a Darwish, who, after making his obeisance, said : 
“He IS still looking abo-ut, because his kingdom is possessed by others ” 
(P.) Many men of renown whom they have buried in the ground, 
have not left any traces of their existence on the surface of the earth 
That old corpse which they had deposited m the grave, his dust is so 
decayed that not a single bone of him remains The happy name of 
Nushirwan still exists through his liberality, although a long season hath 
elapsed since his departure Do good, O man, and account your life 
as gam, before the report is spread that such an one is no more 


TALE III 

I heard of a king's son, who was low in stature and ill-favoured, 

whilst all his brothers were tall and handsome Once upon a time his 
father looked at him with disgust, which the son had sagacity enough to 
discover, and said . “ O father ’ a short man, who is wise, is preferable 

to him who IS tall and ignorant Not every thing is valued according 
to its height, (the sheep IS clean, and the elephant an unclean animal 
Sinai IS one of the most inconsiderable mountams of the earth, but verily 
^t IS the greatest before God in rank and dignity ) Have you heard, 
what was said one da3' by a wise lean man, to a fat blockhead* One 
Arab horse though lean, is preferable to a stable full of asses ” The 
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ftlKer Uugbctl the (ourtim tppUuded, tod the brcKheri vrtre mortified 
to the very >oul UdUI a man hkth «pcln hu defects and bu ikSI are 
concealed Imagme not every deter! to be empty for perbapt a tifer 
truy be there atleep I heard that at that Ume a powerful enemy appear 
cd agamit ihe kmc, and when the two armwt met, and engaged n a battle 
the first person who impelled htt bone into the acUon, was Um young 
prmce calling out ** 1 am not bun, whose back you shall tee 10 the day 
of battle, but my bead may be found m dust and blood for wbotoever 
figbleth the battle itaketb bi own life and be who flielb iportelh with 
the blood of hti troops ^ Having ihoi said he attacked the troops 
Off the enemy and overthrew several men of renown When he came 
to hu father he bowed down to the earth and said * O ye, to whom 
my form appeared cootempllble, witboui considermg the force of my 
valour m the day of battle the slender steed u mcfol and not the 
fattened ox. It tt reported that the enemy havmg many troops, and 
hu Side but few a body of the latter were givmg way upon wK»ch the 
prmce Tocderaled * Exert yourselves lie men, that you may not 
wear the dreis of women The troopers antmaled by ibss spe e c h 
jomed m the general attack, and are reported to have gained the victory 
over the adreriary on that day Tliekmg kmed bis hud and eyes and 
folded bun in bts arms, and bu afTectioo towards bun uiaeased daOy Uli at 
length be appointed him hu tnccestor The brothers became ennous, and 
pot po»on into bu food Hu luter seemg tbu from a window Eapped 
the ihollers, and anderstandmg the signal withdrew tm hand from 
the dub. and exclaimed If the wise should be deprived of bfe it would 
be mtpossdde for the unskilful to supply their place No one would go 
nodej the shade of the owl if the Hum^ was ann^ulaled from the earth 
They mformed the father of the ctrcamstances who seal for the brothers 
and after rebuking them properly he gave to each of them a suitable pot 
bon of hu lugndotn, that al! cause of sbife and bickerings mf^bt sukitde 

(f* ) It hu been observed that lea Darwishes may sleep upon one 
blanket, bnt that one kingdom cannot contam two kings If a pious 
man eateth half a loaf of bread bo bcslowetb the other half on the 
poor If a kmg possetseth the domnuon of a whole efimate, he loogelh 
to have the ume eopyment of another 
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TALE IV 

A gang of Arabian robbers had assembled on lire top of a mountain, 
and blocked up the road of the caravan The inhabitants were 
distressed by their stratagems, and the troops of the Sultan over- 
powered, because the thieves, having possessed themselves of a fortress, 
on the summit of the mountain, made this stronghold their fixed 
residence The counsellors of the king’s party consulted together, how 
to remove this grievance, becaiuse if they were suffered to continue 
any time in this state, they would become too powerful to be subdued 

(P ) The tree that has only ]ust taken root), may be pulled up by 
the strength of a man, but should it continue some time in that state, it 
could not be eradicated even by a windlass It is possible to stop the 
course of a spring with a bodkin, which when formed into a full stream 
cannot be forded by an elephant 

They came to the determination to send one as a spy, to watch the 
opportunity when the thieves should be gone to attack a tribe, and 
the place evacuated. They detached a party of approved men, who 
concealed themselves in the pass of the mountains In the evening 
when the robbers returned from their expedition with their plunder, 
they laid aside their weapons, and deposited their spoil The first enemy 
who attacked them was sleep, about the end of the first watch of the 
night The sun’s disk passed into shadow, Jonas entered into the 
whale’s belly. The gallant men sprang out of the ambush, and pinioned 
the robbers one after another In the morning they were brought to the 
palace, when the king gave orders for them all to be put to death 
There happened to be amongst them a lad, the first fruits of whose 
youth were yet immature , the freshness of his cheeks resembled a 
rosebud in early spring One of the viziers kissed the foot of the king’s 
throne and bowed his head to the earth in intercession, saying ” This 
boy hath not, like the rest, tasted the fru t of the garden of life, nor 
ever enjoyed the haneit of the season of youth I therefore venture to 
hope from your Ma’e^ty s knowi clemency, that you will oblige your 
servant, by sparing the lad's blood ” The king looked displeased at 
these words, as they did rot acco-d w th his enlightened understanding, 
and he observed that an evil root will not thrive in a goodly shade 
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"To edttCJte ihf wmlK(o» u like ihiowins a vralnal upon * dome U 
It beller |o nadicale Uiem ahos^lirt for to eilmfutih the and 
taffer a tpatV to remam or to kHl the tnakr and ptmenc the young one. 
It not acting like a wne man Though the cloudt thoold pout down 
the ■water oMifc you wouW netcr gather fruit from ll»e branch of the 
wittow Waite not ) our time on fow people for wt can netet obtain 
tugar from tW reed When the eurer heard theic wordt he 
rcliKtanU) approved of them, and pramd the kmg for ha )Qtt 
obiervation aaytng "May the tmg Ktc for erer ' Nothmicanbe 
more true tlun what my lord hath pronounced, that i( he had cooUnoed 
vath tha vncled wTetchei he woidd oatutally have fallen mto their 
eriJ cooriet and would have fieeome one of them bat your aervant 
entertamt hope* that thn boy by aiiocialmg with men of probity 
wjTl reemve unlructKm, and imbibe tuluout tentonmii for being but a 
chdd hit prmaplei camtoi be tamted wnh the Uwleu and mimrcal 
difpoutron of thoie banditti for ra the Hadn it it recorded (hontn) 
^ Of a truth every one a bom with a d>tpoii(»on to liUmum, and it n 
owme to hu pareoti hit becoming a Jew a Chmtun, or a Mapoi ) 
Lot I wife attocuted with tlve wicked, and h j poiletily forfeited the gift 
of prophecy but the dog of (he coopamoni of the care, by long 
coflwte with the nrtuoui, became a rabonal creature Thtnuef 
harug that conduded hu rpeecK, tome of the courtiert )omed m hu 
petition. Ull It length the king (pared the life of the youth, and laid 
" I tr*nt your tequetl although I ditapprore of it 

(P) Know you not what utd to Ruitam' Contider not any 
enemy at weak and conlemptibfe f have frccjuently letn water luae 
from a tmaQ fpnng. which to mcreated in Ut courte that it earned away 
the camel with hu load In short the vmcr took the youth mto hu 
famfljr and educated him with kmdneit and attention An ibfe matter 
wat appotnled hu tutor who lau^t him how to aiV a question, and return 
an answer with degance, together with all the accompluhmeou tequmlc 
for a court, to that hrt mannen met with general approbation Once 
when the rmer mentioned to the king tome paiUculart of the youth t 
dupoution and manoert, and wat taymg that wue education had made 
lU impr««on on hhn, and that hu former ignorance wat rooted out of 
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his mind, the king laughed at those expressions, and said “ The wolf s 
whelp will at length become a wolf, although it be brought up along 
with men ” Two years after this conversation, a set of vagabonds of 
the town entered into a conspiracy with him, and taking an opportunity, 
he killed the vizier, and his two sons, carried off an immense booty, and 
succeeding his father as the head of the gang, became an avowed 
offender The king apprised thereof, in the emotion of amazement, 
exclaimed 

(P ) How can any one form a good sword out of bad iron 
O ye philosophers, it is impossible to convert a worthless wretch into a 
good man The ram, in whose nature there is no partiality, produces 
tulips in the garden, but only weeds in a barren soil A sterile 
soil will not 5neld spikenard, waste not then seed upon it To shew 
favour to the wicked, is in fact doing injury to the good ” 


TALE V 

I SAW at the gate of Uglamish an ofi&cer’s son, who was endowed 
with Wisdom and sagacity beyond description , even his childhood was 
distinguished by proofs of supeiior abilities. 

(P ) “The star of sublimity shone on his head through wisdom 
Summarily, he obtained favour m the sight of the Sultan, on acco-unt of 
his beauty and acute understanding according to the saying of die 
sages Ability, and not nches, constitutes worth greatness, dependeth 
on skill, and not on years ” His companions became envious, and 
accusing him falsely of dishonesty, made a fruitless attempt to depnve 
him of life But what cAn the enemy do against him who hath an 
assured fnend The king asked him *' W^hat is the cause of their 
enmity against you*^ ” He replied “Under the shade of your Majesty s 
Protection, I have gained the good will of every one, excepting the 
envious man, who cannot be satisfied but by the decline of my good 
fortune, and may the wealth and prosperity of sovereignty be 
perpetual ! 
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(P ) \ c*n aroid tojurme ihe mmd of wry one but vrhat 

cfla I do to ibe ennou* man vrho camclh the mjury lo bu own 
Irrcast? thou cnTiooi wretch, itsce thon caort not he coted of 

the dtteate under which thou Uhdureat but by death The malevolent 
man vmbea that mufortune may befall the luccenful If the bat t eye 
iceth not m the day what fault ta to be imputed to the lun on that 
accoimt’ Require you truth ^ It u better for a ihotuand luch eye* lo 
auffer than that the bnshtneu of the nm ihould be obrcuied 


TALE VI 

They tell a atory of one of the of Penu, that he had atret 
ched out the hand of oppreaoon on the property of bu lubjecii, and 
eserciaed tyranny and > oilence By hia repeated acU of miurtice, (he 

people were compelled lo erntgrAte lo different couninea, beyond the 
reach of hia power When h«a aubjecta were dimmitbed, the reiomcea 
of ha government were letaened. ha Ireuuiy wai exhausted and 
powerful enemiei prejied him on all quartera 

(P ) ‘^Whoaoever looketh for aasttlance m the day of adterirty 
let hnn exercue bnmaotty tn the aeaaon of proapenty If you do not 
treat kmdiy the aerrant with the nng on ha ear he wili depart ahtw 
kmdncaa m auch a manner that the atranger may become a wiQmg 
aerranl ** One day m hn preacoce, they were reading in the 
Shahnaniah the history of the decline of the bngdom of Zuhhik 
and the reign of Fandon The viijer aiked the king “Smee Findun 
had neither money nor Icmtory nor Iroopa how did it happen that 
the kagdom waa conferred oo huol He arawtred ** In the manncT 
you have heard, the people joined him, and ihrou^ their atrength he 
gained the bngdom 

The vrxjcT rejcwied “ Seemg that collecting people together h the 
meana of fomimg a bngdom, why then do you make them disperse 
cnlets you do not deaue to govemt It ta adviaable to cherish the army at 
the nsV of your hie, bj the Sultan dmvelh hia power from Iw troop# 
The kmg asked What methods arc lo be taken to collect together 
*oopa and aubjectsl The vraer replied “ The monarch must be 
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]ust, to induce them to approach him, and merciful that they may enjoy 
peace in the shade of his governnrent , but you possess neither of these 
qualities 

(P ) " A tyrant cannot govern a kingdom, as a wolf cannot per- 

form the office of a shepherd The tyrarn.c prince saps the foundation, 
of his own empire ” The king was offended at the vizier's wise ad- 
monition, and ordered him to be bound, and committed to prison 
A short time after, the sons of the king’s uncle commenced hostilities, 
and appeared in arms, and claimed possession of their father’s domin- 
ions A number of people, who on account of his oppression had 
absconded, now joined the enemy and supported them, till at length 
the king was dispossessed of the kingdom, and they obtained it 

(P ) The king who suffers the poor to be oppressed will find, in 
the day of adversity, his friends become powerful foes Be on good 
terms with your subjects, and sit down secure from the attack of your 
enemy , for to a just monarch, his subjects are an army 

TALE VII 

A KING was sitting in a vessel with a Persian slave The boy 
having never before seen the sea, nor experienced the inconvenience of a 
ship, began to cry and lament, and his whole bodv was in a tremor 
Notwithstanding all the soothings that were offered, he would not be 
pacified The king’s diversion was interrupted, and no remedy could be 
found A philosopher, who was m the ship, said “ If you will com“ 
mand me, I will silence him ” The king replied “ It will be an act of 
great kindness ” The philosopher ordered them to throw the boy mto 
the sea, and after several plunges, they laid hold of the hair of his head, 
and dragged him towards the ship , he clang to the rudder with both 
' his hands ' 

When he got out of the water, he sat down quietly in a comei of the 
vessel The king was pleased, and asked how this was brought about 
The philosopher replied At first he had never experienced the danger 
of being drowned, neither knew he the safety of a ship” In like 

manner, he knoweth the value of prosperity, who hath encountered 
adversity 
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fp ) O ihou I who bolt *aU»Scd tbme hanger to thee a batlty b>tf 
u bcnaitb notice ibal ifcio} Jovelmes* lo we wbicb in iby itgbt appear* 
deformity To the nympbi of parodne purgatorr would be hell and 
aik ibe mhabilanli of bell, wbelbet purgatory tf not paradue There 
II a differeitce between hnn who cUipetb hi* mtttreji in bu armi and 
ban wboie ^ fited on the door expcctmg her 

TALE Vm 

f (Heta — la lomt edIUont tUiatary U pot as IX.) 

They asked king Harmui What enme haee you (oacd to >oai 
father s mmuten that yoa ordered them lo be onprooned f** 

He replied T have not dUcovertd any ciuncv but percemng that 
they fear me greatly m ibctr bearti and do not place full reliance on 
ray protnue I vras alarmed, leal out of apprtheimon for ibor own 
cafety they cmght attempt my rum and therefore 1 hare followed the 
advKe of the sagea who say 

(P) Fear him who feareth you, although you be able lo cope 
with a hundred nicK. Doit thoa not know that the cat when deaperate 
tearelh out the tiger a eyea with her clawil The snake brteth the foot 
of the peasant from the dread of having tls oivn heed dashed agamU a 
•tone ” 

TALK 3X 

(er VIQ (a soms sliUoni.) 

A klNC of Arabia was sick m bn old age and there was no hope of 
ha recoi-ery when a horseman entered the gate, and brought these glad 
udmgs “Through yont iUjesty s auspices. I have taken such a fortress 
the gamsoQ arc made pniocers and the troops and subjects of that 
quarter have cue and all submitted lo your government. 

When be heard these words he sighed and said “ Tha good newi 
concerns not me but mine eneimca, that is, those who shall succeed to 
my kiogdom 

(P) My precious Ufe had been vainly spent m the expectatwB 
of accompfishmg my wahe* but now to what purpose docs it serve, 
for I have no hope that my past life should return I The hand of fate 
beat! his march upon the drum Alas! mine eyes, take your leave of 
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this head hands, arras, and wnsts, bid adieu to each other Death, a 
foe to ray desire, hath overtaken me For the last tune come before 
me, O my friends ^ ray days have been spent in ignorance , I have not 
performed my duty ; shun my example ” 

TALE X 

In a certain year I was sitting retired in the great mosque at Daraas” 
cus, at the head of the tomb of Yahya the prophet (on whom be 
peace *) One of the kmgs of Arabia, who was notorious for his 
injustice, happened to come on a pilgrimage, and having performed 
his devotions,' he uttered the following words 

( P.) “The poor and the rich are servants of this earth, and those 
who are richest have tlie greatest wants ” He then looked towards me 
and said “Because Darwishes are strenuous and sincere m their com- 
merce with heaven, imite your prayero with mine for I am Jn dread of a 
powerful enemy ” I replied ‘*Shew mercy to the weak subjects, that you 
may not experience difficulty from a strong enemy. 

(P ) It IS criminal to crush the poor and defenceless subjects with 
the arm of power. He liveth in dread who befriendetli not the poor, 
for should his foot slip, no one layeth hold of his hand. Whosoever 
sowelh bad seed, and looketh for good fruit, tortureth his imagination 
m vain,, making a false judgment of things Take the cotton out 
of thine ear (6e attentive) and distribute the justice to mankind, for 
if thou refuses! justice, there will be a day of rehnbution. 

The children of Adam are limbs of one another, and are all produced 
from tlie same substance , when the world gives pain to one member, 
the others also suffer uneasiness. Thou who art indifferent to the 
sufferings of others, desen'est not to be called a man ” 

L 

TALE XI. 

A DARWISH who never prayed m vain, made his appearance at 
Baghdad Hujjaj Yusuf who was informed, sent for him> and said 
"‘Offer up a prayer for me ’’ He said “O God take away his life.” 
Hujjaj asked . “For God’s sake, what kind of prayer is this?” He 
answered “It is a salutary %vish for yourself and for all Muslims. 
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(P ) O ihtc pffwnfol wrtch vrho oppf«t«l ihc we»t, hw 
tong will ih a violcttcc coctintte f 01 wK*l u»e n thy fovcmtiunl 1 
It u bri er that thou ihouldit die becaiwe ihoti att an opptetioi of 
mao^tod 

TALE XII 

A Certain tyiawjnal Vang a»Vcd a itCK»ot» man \Vta\ Vtnd of 
devotion will be moil metitonota lot roe to petfotmT He Tcphed 
**fer you iaid*day ileep beciuie ra Uut one rootnent you wjH not 
oppim onolomL" 

(P ) WTicn I uw a tyrant tleepms at noon, 1 latd He rt a 
tyianl it tibeit \Ktl be iboufdbe evneorot vnvK ilctp He who b 
better aileep than awale dcalii t« piefetable to luth an erd Me 


TALE Xin 

I ilCARD of a beg who had tpeet the m|hl m lolHty and when hr 
WAi completefy mlOAKited, he aid 

(P ) 1 have nem m my We capemneed a more pWaiant raoment 

iHao ihe pfwenl, for I haie no ibooghu about good or evil, and am 
not plagued with arty oot A oiled Darwafu who had been aleepme 
collide m the cold, aaid 

*X) King, there « none equal to thee m power — I grant that you 
hare no lorrow of your own but whal then haU thou no concern about 
ui*^ The bng wai pleaied at thtj tpeech and tbew out of the window 
a bag of a thotnand dmara, and aaid O Darwwh, hold out your ibrt 
He aniwered Whence ihafl I produce a abrt who have not a 
garmentl'’ 

The bag pitted more hn weal lUle aud ra addition to the 
money *enl him a dreti The Darwnh having coniumed the whole 
fuiQ ra a ihort time came agam 

(P ) “Richei remain not u the hand of the ptooi neither 
pabeoct ra the heart of a lover nor water hi a neve At a time 
when the tmg had no care abont him, they related hit cate He 
waj angry tad tomed away ha face from him , and to ihu pomt men j 
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of wisdom and experience have observed, that we ought to guard 
against the fury and lage of kings, for frequently their thoughts are 
engrossed by important affairs of State, and they cannot endure inter" 
mption from the vulgar. 

(P ) Whosoever watches not a fit opportunity, must expect 
nothing from the king s favour Till you perceive a convenient 
time for conversing, lose not your own self-respect by talking 
to no purpose ’ The king said . “Drive away this insolent extravagant 
fellowj who has dissipated such an immense sum in so short a time , since 
the Bait-ul-mal is designed to afford a mouthful for the poor, and not 
to feast the fraternity of devils 

(P ) The blockhead who burns a camphor candle in the day 
time, you will soon see his lamp without oil at night ” One of 
the viziers, a good counsellor, said “O King, it seems expedient that 
stated allowances should be settled for people of this class 
separately for their maintenance, that they may not live extra- 
vagantly , but what you commanded m displeasure, to exclude them 
altogether, is repugnant to the principles of true generosity, to fill 
one with hopes through kindness, and then to destroy him with despair- 

(P') A monarch cannot admit people into his presence, and, when 
the door of liberality is opened, then shut it not upon them with, 
violence. No one seeth the thirsty pilgrims on the sea-shore , wherever 
there is a spring of sweet water, men, birds, and ants flock together ” 

TALE XIV. 

One of the former kings was negligent in protecting his dominions, 
and having suffered his troops to be in distress, when a powerful enemy 
appeared they fled 

(P ) ‘When pay is withheld from the troops, they are 
unwilling to keep their hands to their swords. What can a man 
achieve in a battle array,, when he has to fight with an empty hand?” 
Being intimately acquainted with one who had deserted his post, I 
reproached him, saying “It is base, disreputable, mean, and ungrateful 
when upon a trifling change of condition, a man forsakes his old master 
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unmindful of llie f*vo\m of many yeir*-” He rcpDed “If I ihoold 
tell you ihe lUle of ihe ceie you uooH acquit me pcrfiap* my hone 
was without birfey and roy saddlirclolh m pawn and the pnnce who 
through arance withholds the pay of his soldiers, does not deserve that 
they should expose their lt\ei u hn service 

fP ) Give money to the gaBant-soldicr that he may expose his 
bead for il you do not pay him, he wDi seek hu fortune elsewhere 
(The strong man if tm bclfy ts full wiU Bght valunUy, but when 
hungry he will run tloullf ) 


TALE XV 

A Certain vmcr, bemg dammed from ha o0kc jooied a society of 
Daiwahet, the blessmg of whose company made such an impression as 
bestowed comfort on ha mrad The king was agaus favourably 
disposed towards him, and ordered that he should be rttntlaled to 
which the nuer would not consent saying that dctradauon vras 
Jireferable to eaploytnenU 

(P ) "^hey who are seated m the comer of retimnenl, 
close the dogs teeth tod mens mouths. They tear their papers 
atnd break then pens and are deSvered from the hands and tongues of 
sUnderen The king said Of truth we stand in need of a man of 
such lufictency for the admimstralion of our government. The vujct 
observed that the proof of a man bemg luffioenUy wise was his not 
■engaging m such matters 

(P ) The Huron u honoured above all olbei birds because it 
feeds on bones, and injures not any flying crealurc. ' 

ParabJt ^ — They asked a SiyaA Gush *\Vhy do you choose the 
servile soaely of the Lson He replied Because 1 eat the remains 
ofhuhuntmg and Inre guarded from the raachmaticms of roy enemies 
under the protection of bis valour ' They asked ‘ Now that you are 
under the shadow of ha prolecljon and gralelully acknowledge Vus 
benebcence, why do you not appro icb nearer so as to be brought 
mlo the orde of hn pr nopal servants, and to be numbered amongst ha 
favourite ministers He replied 1 am not so confident of my safety 
from hn seventy 
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{P ) “If the Guebar lights the fire a hundred^ years, yet should he 
fall into it for an instant, he would be burnt” It may happen that a 
king s minister obtains money, or he may chance to lose his head The 
sages have said “Beware of the inconstant disposition of princes, who 
sometimes are dissatisfied at a salutation . and sometimes in return for 
rudeness will bestow a dress of honour. ’ And they have also observed 
that wit is an accomplishment in a courtier, but a blemish in the charac- 
ter of a wise man- 

(P ) Preserve the dignity of your own character and leave sport 
and„buffoonery to courtiers 


TALE XVI. 

One of my Companions was complaining to me of the unfavourable- 
ness of the times, and said ; “ I have but small means with a large family 
and am not able to support the burden of poverty. It has frequently come 
into my mind to go to some other country, that by whatever way I might 
maintain myself, no one would know of my good or bad fortune 

(P.) ‘Many a person has slept and starved without any one knowing 
who it was. Many a vital spirit has departed, over which no one has 
wept Again, I reflect on the malevolence of my enemies, who m my 
absencej^would scoffingly laugh at my conduct, and impute my exertions 
for the benefit of my family to want of humanity, and might say 

(P ) Behold that shameless wretch, who will never experience good 
fortune, he consults his own ease, and abandons to distress his wife and 
children I have some skill m arithmetic, as ycu knonv, and if through 
your interest any office can be obtained, that will be the means of making 
niy mind easy , during the remainder of my life, I shall not be able to 
express my gratitude ’ I said “Alas’ my fnend, the service of princes 
has two sides, the expectation of a livelihood, and the dread of 
losing One s life, and it is contrary to the opinion of the wise, for 
the sake of such hope, to fall into such danger 

(P ) No one cometh to the poor man’s house, saying l Pay the 
taxes on your ground or garden, either be prepared to encounter 
an^ietjf and grief or expose your intestines to the crow-’ ” He replied- 
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Thtt fpeech t* noi tppltc*ble to my cue you h»re not ■trtwercd my 
cpiciUon Uve you not heard the aying. that whoioerer » stnlly of 
dithooetty hu hand trembles on lendenoB his account? 

(P ) Rectrtude is the means of coac3uirag the Dmne favour 
1 never saw any one lost on a straight road the sage* haw remarked 
that four kmds of persons are mortally afraid of four olhen the oppressor 
dreads the kmg the thief dreads the watchman the adaltcrer dreads Use 
m for me r and the harlot the Mohtasib but he who has a clear 
conscience, what has he to apprehend from mvestjgatioa? 

(P ) “Lrrt not extravaganUy wh3e m office, if >ou wish 
that 00 your removal from it your enemy may have no povrer 
to npire you Be upright us your conduct, O my brother and 
stand not w awe of any one Hie fuller beats fool clothes only 
agomst the stone, I replied *'The story of the fox suits you exactly 
vrho on bemg seen ruonmg away and bmpmg some one asked what 
eaUiruty occassoned hrm so much trepidation He replied *I hear 
that they are gomg to press a camel ulo the semee The other 
obs er ved I (ike your tmpudence (oh* fooluh fox) I What relationship u 
there between you and a camel and what resemblance have you to that 
anunalf He-repHed De silent for if the malignant out of ev0 design 
should tay iKts a a camel and 1 should be scued wbo would be to 
sobcitoQs for my relief at to order an inquiry into my case? And before 
the antidote can be brought from Irak he who hu been bitten by 
the snake may be dead Thus although you possess such worthmess 
and integnty, and confidence and safe^ yet the envious are m ambtah 
and the enemy cdUng m a comer if they should murepresent your 
worthy dispotmca and you should incur the long a dupleaaure, and fall 
under hu tmentmenL who will be able to speak m your behalf? It 
seems most advisable that yea should moderate your desires and give 
up all thoughts of preferment for the sages have remarke^that 

(P ) in the sen there are good things innumerable but that if you 
wuh for safety you must seek rt on the shore My Wend heard these- 
words was displeased looked angrily and began to speak with a degree 
of asperity saymg Tn aH this what is there of wtsdom, prosperity 
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intelligence, or penetration^ and the words of thti sages are venfied^ 
namely, that frien'ds are serviceable in prison, for that at table enemies 
assume the appearance of fnends 

{P ) Account not those your friends, who- in prosperity boast of 
ttheir attachment and brotherly affection I consider him as my fnend, 
who takes me by the hand in the season of adversity and distress-” 

r perceived that his mind was perturbated, and that he considered 
my advice as an excuse for not serving him I, therefore, waited on 
the supenntendent of the finances, and through the means of an, in- 
timacy which had formerly subsisted between us I represented the 
circumstances, in consequence of which he gave my friend some small 
appointment In a short space of time, they saw the worthiness of his 
character, and his good management met with approbation. His 
affairs prospered, and he gamed preferment , so that the star of his 
good fortune ascended until he gamed the meridian of his wishes, and 
became a favourite with the Sultan, an object of general admiration, 
and the confidant of illustrious personages. I rejoiced at the state of 
his prosperity, and told him not to be uneasy about his affairs, nor to 
suffer his heart to be distressed, since the water of immortality is in 
the land of darkness O brother, who art in distress, be not disheart- 
ened, for God hath many hidden mercies Repine not at the versatil- 
ity of fortune, for patience is bitter but the fruit is sweet. At that 
junctuie, it happened, tliat m company with a number of my friends, 

I undertook a pilgnmage to Mecca When we returned from the 
pilgrimage, he came out two days’ journey to meet me. Seeing him 
in distressed circumstances, habited like a Darwish, I asked him the 
cause, to which he replied ^ It has happened just as you predicted 
some persons out of envy charged me with unfair piactices, the king did 
not order mvestigation of the circumstances, and my old acquaintances, 
and kind fn'ends, opened not their lips in my justification, forgetful of 
our former mtimacy 

(P ) When they see good fortune befriending him, they praise 
him With their hands upon their breasts When by the will of God 
any one falls, the whole world trample upon h’s head In short, I 
■was overwhelmed with persecution until this week, when the good 
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non of the »»fe arrhrtl of the pilgnmi being receiNtd I wi» lelcated 
from cIo*e confinement, with the confiacabon of my patnmonial «Ule 
I replied At that time yoa vroold not laten to my tuggahon that 
die lemce of kmgi u lie voyagmg on the «ea profitable but hazard- 
oils other yon acquire nches or perish m the vravtt. The merchant 
other gama the shore with both hands full of gold or else one day 
the wares cast him dead igson the beach I did not ihmk it 
advisable to afflict hts imrard wooed with more scratchmg, nor 
to spnnhk salt upon jl, but satisfied myself with rtpeabng the following 
Imes 

CP ) Know you not that you wiD see yoni feet in fetters when you 
listen not to admoniboo of roanhnuL Another tune if you are not able 
to endtire the sting put not your finger mlo the scorpion s hole^' 


TALE XVn 

1 WAS used to aoooate with a body of men whose conduct bad the 
appearance of correctness a person of consequence eslertamed very 
favourable sentaneols of them and had assigned a fixed pennon for iheir 
support but one of them having done something unbecoming the charact 
<T of Darwishes, they forfeited his good opinion and ibeu market was 
mjored 1 wanted, by some means or other to obtain for my friends 
a restitution of the pennon 1 went to wait on the great man but the 
porter rudely refused me admittance I excused him in conformity to 
the saymg, that 

(P ^ *Tf you approach the gate of either the nur the vmer or the 
solt^Q, without any one to mlroduce you and ivhen the porttt discerns 
that yon axe poor and the dog discerns that you are a stranger this 
seizes your collar and the other lays bold of your skirt When the 
great man s principal attendanb were apprized of my cose, th^ 
conducted me m with respect, and assigned me a place of distinction 
but I humbly sesUed myself lower and said 

(P) Elxcuse me for I am an infcnor suffer me to seat mysdf m 
the rank of servants One of them replied “O God what a hard 
xaymg » this? 
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(P ) If you seat yourself on my head aiid eyes, I admit your 
gallantry, for you are amiable ” In short- I seated myself, and conversed 
on various subjects, till the circumstance of my friend’s indiscretion was 
brought in, I asked 

(P ) Wliat fault was discovered by my most bountiful lord 
that should have rendered his servant hateful in his sight ^ Ta 
God alone belong the perfect greatness and benignity, who discovereth 
tlie crime and yet withholdeth not daily bread ” The great man 
approved of this speech and ordered that my friend’s stipend should be 
restored, and the arrears discharged I praised his generosity, made my 
obeisance and apologized for my boldness, and at the t.me of taking- 
leave made the following observ'ation 

(P ) “Because the temple of Mecca is the bsstower of our wants, 
multitudes resort to it from many farsangs, you must therefore suffer 
the importunity of such as myself, since no one flings a stone into a tree 
tliat hath no fruit ” 


TALE XVIII 

A PRINCE inherited from his father abundance of wealth. He 
opened the hand of liberality, and bestowed innumerable largesses and 
gifts on his troops and subjects 

(P ) ‘‘No odour issues from a tray made of lignum aloes, place it 
oil the (ire, that it may diffuse fragrance like ambergris If you wish to be 
esteemed magnificent, be bountiful, for gram groweth not unless it be 
scattered ’’ One of the courtiers inconsiderately began his admonition- 
saying that “former monarchs accumulated this treasure with labour, and 
stored it u{5 against a time of need, therefore restrain your liberal ly, 
for events being in front and enemies on the rear, 30U must not deprive 
> ourself of resources against the time of necessity 

(P) “ If vou were to lavish jour treasure on the multitude, each head 
of a familj would not receive more than a gram of nee for his share, 
win do vou not exact a gram of silver from each individual, which 
Will produce >ou a treasuie daiij’" The prince fooled di'pleascd at 
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thu ducowM JO cootnry lo lui own ftnumcnu, and »atd “The 
Etfmal and Almi^ly God Has made me king of Uieje naliont that I 
nughl enjoy and dutribnir I am not a tentmcf to watch the Ircajurc. 

(P ) kiran who had fort> chamberj full of trcararc waa 
dalroycd but Niuhtrwin died not having left an tmmoilai name. 

TALE XnC 

They have related that Niahirwnn bcmg at a honlmg »eal was 
about to hare some game dressed and at there vrai not any salt, a ter* 
Tact was sent to fetch totne from a village when the monarch ordered 
him to pay the price of the tall that the exaction might not become * 
coilom and the vilUgc be desolated They tatd to him From tbis 
IriBe what injury can entue? He replied " Oppresiion waa broutdil 
into the woild from tmall beginmagt which cmy new comer hat mcrcas* 
cd, nolfl rt has reached the present degree of enormity 

(P ) If the monarch were to eat a tingle apple from the garden of a 
peasant the lervaot would pull op the tret by the roots and if the 
Sultin orders fire eggs to be taken by force hu lolditrs will spit (wilt 
rcoil) a thousand lowli. 


TALE XX 

I HEARD of a coDector of the revenues who desdited the houses of 
the subjects, la order to fill the kmg a coffers regardless of the maann of 
the sages which says ** 'Whosoever offtndelh the Most Hi^ lo gam 
the heait of a fello w crea ture Cod will make that very creature the 
rastnmient of hu destrudon 

(P ) “The bnming fiarce from wild rue raises not such a smoke, 
at u occasKmed by the sighs of the afllictcd heart' Jhey say that 
the bon u the King of beasts, and the ass the meanest cf ammals 
but the sages all agree, that the ass who cames burdens n preferable 
to the bon that destroys mankind. 

(P) The JXHJT asf although devoid of understanding yet oo 
account of carryirg burdens is veryvaltwb^ T1 e labouring ox* and 
the ass a.e preferable lo men who injure tl e r fcUovrcreatures, 
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The king, on heanng some part of his base condtict, ordered him on 
the rack, and tortured hun to death. 

(P ) “You will not o-btain the approbation of the king, unless at 
the same time you strive to gain the hearts of his subjects If you wish 
that God should be bountiful to you, do good unto His creatures ” 
One whom he had oppressed passed by at the time of his execution, 
and said 

(P ) “Not every one who possesses ministerial power and dignity 
can devour the property of men with impunity , you may swallow a 
hard bone, but it will tear the belly, when it sticks under the naveL 
The iniquitous tyrant remameth not, but the curses of mankind rest 
on him for ever.'' 


TALE XXI. 

They tell a story of an oppressor, who flung a stone at the head of 
a pious man The darwish, not having power to revenge himself, kept 
the stone, till a time when the king, being displeased, ordered the 
other Co be thrown into a pit The darwish then came, and 
bruised his head with the stone , upon which he exclaimed “ Who 
art thou, and why hast thou flung this stone at my head He 
answered 

“I am such an one, and this is the identical stone that on such a 
day you flung at my head ? ” He rejoined “Where were >ou all 
this time'i’” The darwish replied was afraid of your dignity, but 
now that I see you in the pit, I consider it a favourable opportunity to 
avenge myself 

(P ) Wkilst the Worthless man is in a state of prosperity, 
the wise think it proper to pay him respect When you have not a 
nail sufficiently sharp for tearing, it is prudent not to contend with the 
wicked. Whosoever grapples against an aim of steel, injures his own 
silvery palm wait imtil fortune ties his hands, when to the satisfaction 
of your friends you may pick out his brains.” 
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TALE XXIt 

A Curtain kmt bad a temble dneaie the nature of whtcb it u not 
proper to mcaUon A number of Greek pbyuaanj agreed that tbeie 
wa* no other remedy for tha dtscaae^ but the gatl of a man of tome 
particular dctcnplxm The king ordered such an one to be aought for 
and they found a peasant • aon wuh the properties which the physioaiu 
had desenbed. The kmg sent for the tad a father and mother and by 
offering a great revrard gamed iheir consent and the Mzi gave hu 
decision that it wu lawful to shed the blood of a inbject for restormg 
the health of the monarch The ciecutioocr prepared to put hen to 
death upon which the youth (oraed hts eyes towards Heaven and 
laughed. The king asked What there could be in his present condi 
Iron which could possibly exate mnth He replied ChiHren look to 
their parents for afieeboo a suit a referred to the Kifzi and imltce is 
expected from the monarch Now my father and mother sedneed by 
vam worldly cotuaderalroui bavmg consented to the shedding of my 
blood the jodge having sentenced me to die and the kmg for the 
sake of ho own healthy havmg consented to my death where am I to 
seek refuge excepting m the high God? 

(P ) Unto whom shall 1 prefer tny suit, since it u against you that 
I sedb justice?' The kmg s heart being troubled at these words, tlie 
tears stood ra hts eyes, and he said It is better for me to die than 
that the blood of an mnocenl person should be shed. He kissed his 
head and eyes and embraced bun and after bestowing considerable 
gifts set him at liberly Th^ say also that m the same week the 
king was cured of bis dntemper 

(P ) In appbcalton to this, I recollect the verse wluch the elephant 
drtver rehearsed on the banks of the rrver Nile *'IF you are ignorant 
of the state of the ant under your foot, know that it resembles yonr 
own condition under the foot of the elephant 

TALE XXm. 

One of the slaves of UmrOlau havmg absconded a person was tent 
in pursuit of hnn and brought him back The vizier bemg unnKal to 
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him, commanded him to be put to death, m order to deter other slaves 
from committing the like offence. The slave prostrated himself <before 
Umriilais, and said 

(P ) “Whatever may happen to me with your approbation 
IS lawful , what plea can the slave offer against the sentence of his 
Lord‘d’' But seeing that I have been brought up under the bounties of 
your house, I do not wish that at the resurrection you shall be charged 
with my blood if you are resolved to kill your slave, do it conformably 
to the interpretation of the law, in order that at the resurrection 
you may not suffer reproach ” The king asked After what manner 
shall I expound it*^” He replied “Give me leave to kill the vizier and 
then m retaliation for him, order me to be put to death, that you may 
kill me justly ” The king laughed, and asked the vizier what was his 
advice on the occasion He replied . “O my lord, as an offering to the 
tomb of your father liberate this rogue, m order that I also may not fall 
into calamity The cnme is on my side, for not having observed the 
words of the sagesi, who say , 

(P ) ‘When you combat with one who flings clods of earth, you 
break your own head by your folly when you shoot at the face of your 
ememy, be careful that you sit out of his aim ’ ” 

TALE XXIV. 

A KING of Zuzan had a minister of a benevolent spirit and amiable 
disposition,) who treated all persons with civility when present, and 
spoke well of them when absent It happened that some action of his 
having displeased the king, he mulcted him, and ordered him to be 
chastised. The king’s officers, mindful of his former benefits, considered 
themselves pledged thereby to shew him gratitude , therefore, whilst he 
was under fneir custody, they treated him with courtesy and kindness, 
neither exercised any severity, nor allowed any reproaches 

(P ) “ If yoy ^yjsli to preserve peace with your enemy, whenever he 

slanders you m your absence, in leturn praise him to his face , at anv 
rate as the words will issue from the lips of the pernicious man, if you 
wish that his speech should not be bitter, make his mouth sweet ’ He 
was acquitted on some of the king's accusations, and for the remainder 
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conUnaed m pmon One of lie nasKboonng pnnee* pnvalely tent 
bm a mcisage, uying ‘The monaieh* of that quarter know not the 
Tafae of aoch excollecce and have dishonoured you if the precoas 
mind of such an one (may God prosper Ka future undertnkmgt!) will 
^ndeiceiid to look towards us we out of revercticc to his virtue will 
<xert our utmost endeavourt to satisfy him since the rulers of these donr 
miODS wiD be honoured by the sight of Kim, and impatiently expect hts 
nnswtr to the letters.” The rmnalei understood the conlenlt, and re- 
flecting on the danger to which he was exposed, wrote a short answer 
such as to him appeared ndruable on the back of the letter and 
■despatched it. One of the king a attendants, bong informed of the 
circumstances, apprized the kmg thereof and said Such an one whom 
you ordered mlo confinement holds correspondence with the netghbour- 
Jng pnneet. The kmg was wroth and ordered that the affair should 
be investigated They feacd the courier and rend the Utter on the 
back of which was written as follows ^The good opmion of the 
great exceeds the menu of (hts servant, but it u unposdble to accept the 
•offer which you have made me for bavmg been nourished by the 
•bounty of hts lUustnous house 1 cannot be ungralefnl to ray 
benefactor on account of a trifling change in hit teniuDenli for it has 
beeaaaid 

) Excuse him who hath confen d continual beneflu if durmg 
the course of your life he doelh you only a single mpiry The king 
•commended Ku fidelity bestowed on h^m a largeu and dress of honour 
and asked his forgtveneu uymg ^ I committed a misUke and mjured 
you who are innocent. He replied O my lord! your servant does not 
consider you as a crrauual in thit case but emce U was the decree 
of Heaven that misfortune should befall me it was best that it should 
<ome from that band which had for so long a hme besltswed favour 
and kindnest on this servant 

(J*^ Gnevc not if thou shouldst suffer mjmy from mankind 
•Since neither tranquflhty nor dialiess cometh from them know that from 
God proceed the contranebes of enemy and fnend the hearts of both 
being under his gmdance although the arrow issues from the bow yet 
ihose who are wise look to the archer 
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TALE XXV. 

I 

A KING of Arabia commanded his ministers to double the stipend 
of some one, because he was constant in his attendance, always at 
tentive to his duty, whilst the rest of the courtiers were dissipated in 
their manners, and negligent of their business. A man of penetration, 
hearing this, remarked, that the high ranks of servants in the court o 
Heaven are conferred in the same manner 

(P ) If a person is vigilant in the service of a monarch during two 
days, on the third day he will certainly be regarded with kindness The 
sincere worshippers entertain expectation that they shall not return from 
the threshold of God unrewarded. Obedience insures greatness, 
whilst disobedience leads to a repulse whosoever possesseth the 
qualities of righteousness, placeth his head on the threshold of obe 
dience 


TALE XXVI. 

They tell a story of an oppressor who purchased firewood from 
the poor by force, and gave it gratuitously to the rich A judicious 
man, passing that way, said 

(P ) “You are a snake that bites every one you see or an owl that 

destroys every place where you sit J although your injustice may pas 

unpunished amongst us, it will not escape the observation 
that God, to whom all secrets are revealed Inj'ure not the inha it 
ants of this woild, that the sighs of the oppressed may not ascen ^ 
to Heaven ” The oppressor was displeased at his words, frown 
ed on him, and took no further notice of him, until one night, w en 
fire, issuing from the kitchen, caught the stock of wood, and con^m 
all his goods. When his soft bed became a seat of warm ashes, it 
happened that this same judicious person passing by, nnd hearing inr 
say to his friends “I know not from whence this fire fell upon my 
house replied “ From the smoke of the hearts of the poor 

(P ) Beware of the groans of the wounded souls, since the inward 
sore will at length break out ; oppress not to the utmost a single hearts 
for a single sigh has power to overset a whole world On the crown: 
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of t^aikhmrmu wM Ae foDowiag mscTipboa “For how many yean,, 
dunng^vbat ipacc of bmc itaU men p*u over my graved A» the 
bnedom came to me by raccenioo m Iite manner ihall it pi» to the. 
hands of olhen 


TALB XXVU 

A PERSON had armed at the head of hn profcMion m the art of 
wrestEng, he Icnevr three hundred and mty capita] ileishts in this art 
and erery day exhibited aomethmg new but haring a smeere regard 
for a E>«antifnl yonth one of Kb acholan he taught ban three hundred 
tod fiftynme sleights rcserraig however one sleight to himself The- 
youth excelled to much m tbii and m Btreagtb that no one was abl 
to Cope widi him He sit length boasted before the Siiltao fhat the 
supenonty which he allowed lus master to mamtam orer him was out of 
raped to ha yean and the considetaboo of harmg been his mstnictor 
otherwise he was not mfenor m strength# and was his equal m pout 
of ibili The kmg did not approve of this dureqiectfnl conduct and 
commanded that diere should be a tnai of skSL An extoBive spot was 
appomied for die occastocu The ministers of state, and other grandea 
of die court, were m attendance The youth lie a lustful elephant 
entered with a piercQsaon that would hare resnoved from its base a 
mountain of iron The matter bemg sensible that the youth was his. 
tupenor m strength attacked with the sleight whxh be had kept to 
himself The youth not bemg able to repel jt, the matter wflh both 
hands lifted him from the ground and raising him over his head. Bung 
hnn on the earth The multitude shouted The king commanded thibt 
a dreo and a reward m money should be bestowed on the master 
and reproved and dended the youth for bavmg presumed ft put himself 
m competition with ha benefactor and for having failed to the attempt 
He said O king my master did not gam the victory over me through 
strength or ikill but there remained a small part m the art of wrest 
ling, which he had withheld from me and by that smaU font he got 
the better of me. TTie martcT observed “l reserved it for such an 
occasion as the present the sages having sanl Pul not yoonelf to 
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much in the power of your friend> that if he should be disposed to be 
inimical, he may be able to effect his purpose ’ Have you not,heard 
what was said by a person who had suffered injury from one whom he 
had educated^ 

(-P ) Either there never was any gratitude m the world, or 
«Ise not one at this time practises it I never taught any one the art of 
archery, %/ho in the end did not make a butt of me.” 

TALE XXVin. 

A SOLITARY darwish had taken up his abode in a corner of a desert 
The king passed by him, and the darwish, because retirement is the 
kingdom of contentment, did not lift up his head, nor shew any signs 
of polilteness The monarch, conscious of his superior dignity, was cha- 
grined, and said, ‘This tribe of ragged mendicants resemble the brute 
beasts and are devoid of humanity and worthiness/’ His vizier said 
to the darwish “When the monarch of the terrestrial globe passed by 
you, why did you not do him homage, nor behave even with common 
good manners^” He replied “Tell the monarch of the earth to ex- 
pect service from him who hopes to receive benefits, and let him know 
also, that the monarch is for the protection of his subjects, and not the 
subjects for the service of the king. 

(■P ) The king is ithe sentinel of the poor, although affluence, 
pomp, and power are his portion. The sheep are not for the 
shepherd, but the shepherd is for their service To-day you will 
see one prosperous, and cuiother labouring under an afflicted 
heart, within a few days, when the eartli will consume the 
brains of the vain- thinker, the difference between royalty and servi- 
tude ceases, when the decrees of fate are fulfilled. If any one should 
open the gr^e, he could not distinguish the rich man from the poor. 
This speech of the darwish made a favourable impression on the king 
who commanded him to make known his wishes He replied I 
desire you not to trouble me again ” The king said Give me some 
good advice ” He replied, 

(P ) Reflect, whilst you enjoy power, that wealth and dominion 
pass from one to another,” 
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TALE XXIX 

A vmER wetil to Zun nua o! EkpL * d «»ViQg hu blctting lAid 
"I am day and mghl etoploy«l m the »€Tvice ol the tag, Koptng for 
wme good from him and dreidjig hn wrath Zutroun wept, and 
aaid “If I had ttrred Cod ai yon lute feared the lung I ihould hate 
beta redtontd in the number of the ja»t 

If there traa no expeetalion of reward and ponabinent, the 
fool of the darwuh would be on the celotial iphcie and if the 
vmcr feared God at much at he dreads the long, he would be an 
angel 


TALE XXX 

A wtNC Katmg commanded an tnnocent perton to b put to death, 
he uid O kmg seek not your own mjuiy by >enung your wrath on 
me The brag atked In what manner’* He rephed “Thu lor 
ture will cease with me m an milant and the enme thereof will remain 
with you for crer ) The space ol life paitelh away lie the 
wmd oter the desert bittemeis and sweelnett, deformity and beauty 
all dull cease The tyrant rmagmeth that be comnulleth vrolence 
agaust me but it resumeth on bu own neck* and passeth over me 
ihe advice was prohtable to the king who spared hu Ufe, and 
■asked forgrrenest. 


TALE XXXL 

The nnnuten of Nushtrwan were consulung on stale affairs of great 
nnportance, and every one gave hu opmios according to the best of hu 
judgment the lung m He manner debtered hu sentimeiTU. Buzmr 
joihr prefened the long s opinion. The other tnmulcn asked hnn m 
private, why he had prefened the king a opinion to those of to many 
wue men He replied “Because the event u not known and the 
opmion of every one depends upon God, whether it shall prosper or 
fail therefore It u safest to conform to the king i opmion, because if 
jt shuold fan, my obseqmourncss will secure me from hu reprehension / 
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(■P) To stnve to think differently from the king, is to give up hopes- 
of one’s life (Lit to wash the hands in one’s own blood) If te calls 
the day, night, it is prudent to say . Behold the moon and the pleiades ’ ” 


TALE XXXII. 

A CERTAIN impostei, who had twisted his ringlets, pretending to be 
a descendant of Ah, entering the city along with the caravan from 
Hijaz, said he was a pilgnm from Mecca and presented the king witk , 
an elegy as his o^vn composition The king gave him wealth, honoured, 
him, and greatly patronized him One of the courtiers, who in that 
year had returned from a journey, said “I saw this man during the Id 
of Zha at Basrah, how then can he be a Haji Another said . “His 
father is a Christian at Malatiah> how then can he be of the sacred 
stock and they discovered his verses in the Diwan of An wan The 

king ordered that he should be punished and driven away> and asked 
him why he had uttered such ’falsehoods He replied “ O king of the 
earth, I will speak one word more, and if it should not be true, I shall’ 
deserve any punishment that you may command ” The king asked r 
“ What is that’” He replied (P ) “ If a seller of milk, curds, etc,_ 

brings you butter-milk, two parts of it are water and one spoonful is 
sour milk , be not therefore offended if your slave should have uttered 
an inconsiderate speech, for a traveller tells many lies ” The king 
laughed and said he had never made a truer speech in his life, and 
ordered that what he had asked should be granted ^ 


TALE XXXIII. 

They have related that a certam vizier had shewn clemency towards 
those of an inferior degree, and had sought to accommodate every one 
It happened that having fallen under the king’s displeasure, they all 
exerted their interests to obtain hrs release, and those to whose custod}^' 
he was committed, shewed him great indulgence in guarding him, andl 
the other grandees represented his virtues to the king, till at length the 
monarch pardoned his fault 


* The allowance given to Saiyids, or descendants of Muhammad 
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A nghleoo* mw Vhen uppmtd ot the arcomitanai. uid Sell 
<i tn your pilnmonJ*! garden to gitn the heirti of^our fncndi In 
order to M your wcDwuhcr i pot it u »dn«ble to bum aU yoor 
•funiilnrc. Do good cren onto the wicled for il a b«i to dose the 
dog • roouiK with a monel 


TALE XXXIV 

One of the urn* of Harun *l Rashid went to hts father m a rage 
oomplaimog that the »on of a certam officer had rpokca dmespeeifulljr 
of bn mother H^run ashed his miDistcra what was the )iul pnnuhmeot 
for such an offence One vras for Kamg him put to death another said 
that lus tongue ought to be cat out and another that he should be 
fined and banished H^run said My son chanty requues that you 
should pardon him but if you ha\e not strength of mind to do this 
then abuse Ka mother in return but not so much as to exceed the 
bounds of veegeance for then the iniury would be imputable to our 
aide.’ (r) In the opmton of the wae he is not a brave man who 
corabau with a ftmous elephant but be ts a man mdeed, who even 
la wrath uttercth Dot idle wordv A man of a bad dupemtum abused 
another who took it patiently and called bun a hopeful youth. I 
am vroTM than what you say of roe 1 know my own defects better than 
you Can possibly dticorer them 

TALE XXXV 

I WAS sitting m a boat, in company with some persons of dutmction 
when a vessel near us sank, and two' brolhcrs fell mto a whirlpool 
One of the company promised a manner a hundred dio^ if he would 
aave both the brolhen The marmer came and saved one and the 
other perished. I said Of a truth, the other bad no longer to lire 
1 and therefore he was taken out of the water the last The manner 
f lau^ung replied ** What you say ts true bat I bad also another motive 
i for savmg iha, in preference to the other because once when I was tired 

i m the desert he mounted me on a camel and from the band of the 

other I received a whipping m my childhood I replied [ Truly 
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the great God is just, so that whosoever doth good shall himself 
experience good-,' and who committeth evil shall suffer evil ’] Konra 
{P ) As far as you can avoid it, distress not the mind oFany one^ 
for in this path of life there are many thoins Assist the exigencies of 
others, since you also stand in need of many things 


TALE XXXVI 

There were two brothers, one of whom was m the service of the 
king, and the other ate the bread of his own industry Once the rich 
man having said to his poor brother “ Why do you not enter into the 
service of the Ling, to relieve yourself from the affliction of labour^” He 
asked “ And why do you not work that you may be relieved from 
the baseness of servitude‘s foi the sages have said, that to eat one’s bread,, 
and to sit down at ease, is preferable to wearing a golden girdle, and 
standing up in service {P ) To use your hands in makihg mortar of 
quicklime is preferable to placing them on your breast in attendance on 
the Amir ” Precious life has been spent in these cares ‘What shall 
I eat in the summer, and with %vhat shall I be clothed in the winter^’ 
O ignoble belly, satisfy yourself with a loaf of bread, that you may not 
bend your back in servitude 


TALE XXXVII 

Somebody brought to NushirwUn the Just the good tidings, that 
God of majesty and glory has taken away such an one, who was your 
enemy He asked “ Have you heard that he will by any means spare 
me’ {P ) The death of my enemy is no cause of joy to me, since neilhci 
IS mj own life eternal ” 

‘ TALE XXXVIII 

At the court of Kisra a number of wise men wore debcating on some 
affair , when Buzurjmihr wl o was their c'dcst being si'cnl, they asked him 
why n this debate he did not say anything He answered ‘ Ministers 
arc life physiciais, aid the physician adn. nslcfs med c ne to the sick 
only ; therefore, w lei I see that youi opinions arc jud cioui, it would not 
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be ctjQ 5 irtcnl voih Vudoro for me to oblnide my lenLmeou (/ ) 
When a buimeJi can be managetJ ^itboat my* inlctferwce, ii ts 
not p*opeT for me lo tpeak on the mbject* but t( I ice a blmd man m 
the vfij of a well »f I keep »3njce »l m a crunc 

TALE XXXIX 

H\pUN Aft-RAaniD when he had completed the cooepieit of Eopt 
uid "Asa contrail to that rebel who through the pndc of hu poueumg 
the kingdom of Egypt boaited that he wai God I vnll beilow tkn 
kingdom on the meaaeil of my lUret He had an Ethiopian blockhead 
turned KfnmHi to whom he gate the kingdom They laj that thn 
man » wodom and knowledge were to great that when lome of the 
fanner* of Egypt were complainmg that an unicafonable fifl of ram 
had deilroyed the ccUoo which they had town on the back* of the Nile 
he uid that they ought to tow woo! A man ol ducernroent upon 
heaimg thn taid (^ ) '’If the augmentation of wealth depended upon 
knowledge none would be to dtitretKd a* an ignorant fePow but Cod 
betloiv** oo a ingle fool a* much wealth at wouM aitomih a hundred 
men of wudoa.^ Wealth and power depend not upon tkiH and cannot 
be obtained without the aiintance of Heatec It often happen* m the 
world that the imprudent ore honoured and the wise are deipocd The 
alchymnt cbed of gnef and dutre*j wh3it the blockhead found liearure 
under a nun 

TALE XL, 

They brought a Chmeie gul lo a ceiUm lung whibl he waa 
mtoxtcaled He was to much drank, that he gai-e her lo one of hu. 
negro tlaTci Thu fellow * upper hp reached above hu nottnU and the 
lower one hung pendant on hi* breast « his countenance wa* luch that 
the demon Sakhia would have fled from him m tenor and a fount of 
pilch duuUed from hi* armpit*. (/* ) ^ ou would tay that lo the 

end of the ■world he will be contidercd a* the extremity of ughna* the 
tame a* Jotepb t* looked upon as the standard of beauty One of to 
deteitable an atpccL that it is tropottible to describe hu ughnes* and 
from hu armpit* good God defend us I the itench irti like that 
from a corpie exposed lo the ton m the month of Augurt. 
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In the morning the king enquired for the girU and they informed 
liim what had happened He was enraged, and commanded that 
the negro and the girl should be bound fast together bj their 
bands and feet, and precipitated from the roof of the palace into the 
moat One of the ministers, a man of virtuous disposition, bent Ins 
foiehead to the earth and implored mercy, saying “ The negro is 
-not a criminal in this mslance, since all the slaves and servants of the 
court are accustomed to receive princely gifts and largesses ” The king 
observed, that he might have restrained himself for one night He 
replied ‘‘ Alas, my lord, have you not heard the saying ^ (-P ) When a 
person, parched with thirst, arrives at the Lmpid spring, imagine not that 
he will be terrified at a furious elephant ’ So, if a hungry infidel be 
alone in a house filled with viands, reason will not believe that he would 
pay any regard to the fast of Ramazan ” The king was pleased at the 
joke, and said “ I make you a present of the negro, but what shall I do 
•with the girl He replied : Give her to the negro, as no one would 
like to eat his leavings ” 

(P ) Never associate with one who frequents filthy places A man, 
although thirsty, cannot relish sweet water half drunken by one who hath 
a stinking breath When an orange hath fallen into the dirt, how can 
it again be offered to the king’s hand ^ How can the heart of the thirsty 
wish for water out of a flagon which has been touched by ulcerated 
lips^ 

TALE XLL 

They asked Alexander the Great, “ By what means have you extended 
,your conquests bom east to west, since former monarclis, who exceeded 
you in wealth, in territory, in years, and in the number of troops, never 
gamed such victories He replied “ When with the assistance of God, 

J subdued a kingdom, I never oppressed the subjects, and always spoke 
well of their monarchs (P ) The wise consider not him illustrious, who 
speaketh ill of the great All the following objects are nothing when 
passed; wealth and dominion, command and prohibition, war and 
conquest . injure not the name of those who have died with a good re- 
putation, in order, that in return, your own good name may be immortal ’ 



GU LISTA N 
CHAPTER II 
MORALS OF DARWISHIS 


TALE 1 

A CERTAIN pen«ue« tilled a derout man wKaI be wid of a par- 
ItcuUr Abid of wboie ebanclcf olbct» had ipoVtn dumpedfuBy He 
repbed **1 >ee do fauU to ha otenor and am ignorant of what a con 
ceaW wiUim hrm (^ ) Whomtoe^cr ihoo iml raa rdigwaj habtt 
conudcT at a piQoa aod food nuo it )oo know Dot what n tuddeo tn 
homnd what bmincH hath the Mohlaatb with the mude of the heoK^ 

TALE 11 

I 5AU a darvrtih who Itavmt: rUced bn fortbead on the iKieahold 
of the temple of Mecca, wat famentms and laymg O orauout and 
mort roctoful God thon knowol wtial tan proceed from ibt moil 
QSfiit and tgnoraot of men that o 6t to be offered unto thee (/* ) 1 
nnplore pardon for my impcrfectiont unce I can Karo no cJaim of ictora 
for any Performance of doty The vnclctd repent of their tmi they who 
know God Ilk (oTRweneo for lire impeifectncn of then wonhip 

The Abtd leei reward for hu obedience and mertbanii require the 
value of their capital iloch but 1 who am a lenranb bare broufjit 
hope, not obedience and ara come to btf, not to traffic (Do unto me 
that whicb a worthy of thee aod beat me not accordme to ipy deicrt) 
ip ) Whctlier you *Uy or whether you pardon ray face and bead ore 
on thy thiuhofd It o not for a lerrant to direct whabon-er thou 
commanded I »hall perfonn." At the cate of the ka ba 1 uw a 
mendicant who wai weepm* bittcily and myrag “I aik not that 
thou ihouldit approve my lervicc draw the pen of for^tvcne« over my 
offence 
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TALE III. 

Abdul-kadir GilANI, having placed his forehead on the pebble 
before the gate of the temple of Mecca, was saying “O God, pardon 
my sins, but shouldst thou doom me to punishment> then at the resurrec- 
tion raise me up blind, in order that I may not be put to shame in the 
presence of the righteous ” 

(P ) Prostrate in weakness, with my face on the earth, every morning 
as I awake to reflection, I exclaim, O God, never will I forget Thee, wilt 
Thou bestow a thought upon me^ 


TALE IV. 

A THIEF got mto the house of a religious man, but after the most 
diligent search, had the mortification not to find anytlimg The good 
man, discovering his situation, threw the blanket on which he had slept, 
m the way which the thief had to pass, m order that he might not be 
disappointed (P ) “I have heard, that tliose who are truly pious, dis- 
tress not the hearts of their enemies, how canst thou attain to this dignity 
who ait m stnfe and contention with thy friends?” The affection of the 
nghteous is the same in presence as in absence, not like those who cen- 
sure you behmd your back, but before your face are ready to die for 
j^ou (P ) When you are present, meek as a lamb , but when absent, like 
the wolf, a devourer of mankind Whosoever recounts to you the faults 
of youi neighbour, will doubtless expose your defects to others 


TALE V. 

Some travellers were journeying together, partakers of each other’s 
cares and comforts, I wanted «o associate myself with tliem, to which 
they woulc^not consent I lemarked, that it was inconsistent with the 
benevolent manners of rehgious men, to turn away their faces from the 
poor, and to deny them the advantage of such company, that I know 
myself to possess such a degree of energy as would make me an active 
fnend, and not an encumbrance to them (Although I am not mounted 
on a beast, I will endeavour to carry your burdens ) One amongst 
them said “Be not uneasy at the words which you have heard, for 
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ooi long igo a uniJn llie apprataTicc of a Darwi gel tolo oot 
compinY (^) How can one man Inow wFal » imtier aoolhcr a 
patnffrnl TKe vmier Inovo the conlenl* of iJic Icllff To rtlum to 
tny^iictrs a ihr condrtton of a Datw’uK w c^crywlicrc apprme<l 
ihc) did Doi entatam any latp oon of lit« <anctii> but adm tied him into 
ihetr looel) ) Hv? enrttjde of iclifion it a Datssuh » dmi iho i* 
lufflt etl wuh a mojul face !ei >cat action* be poed and inrt on any 
dfctt JTJU chooic ertli r wear a <f(»vrn oa your head or carry « flag 
on )our thoulden for it u not coarre ctoinmg that conrtilulei 
die 7 «Kk 1 hr trulj frouj and diet* tn latio Sanctd> conniU in for 
raVing the world with U* luib and appetitrr not mrrrly in diangrng 
the dierr In waifaic manhood w icejuticd of what uw would armour 
be to a hermaphrodite^ Summatil} ore day we had tta\cUcd unlR 
dath. and donng the m?hl rlepl at the foot of a cjitle the graccleia 
ih^ef under pretence of going to red®™ hi» ablution* carrted oS ihe 
walef pot of one of hi< compamon*» and then went in queil of phinder 
(/* ) “Behold iha peraon who corcied hr* bod> wil » o teligioui dre« 
made the leii of die Kaba a homing for an ar* A> looa a* he had 
got out of Ttyhl of die Darwuhe* he icaled a bailion. and itolc a catVrI. 
B> the Vnoe W wa* daylight the darV-nunded vmteh had gone a great 
dutioee and lo the mortuag hi* mnccent conrpaniotu (whom he had 
left ailcen) vrete all earned to the caillc and committed to pnron 
From that day we reiolted not lo mercaie our company but hence- 
forward to lead the ftrei of rrclme* (became m loHlude there ri 
tranqinliily ) (f' ) “When one of ooy liibc commit* an act of folly there 
fi no dotmction between h.gh and low the whole bemg ddhonourca 
Hare you not otierved that a ainglr ox belonfnng to a herd will 
contaminale all the oxen of the village* I replied “Thatilu to the 
Cod of ma|e*l> atrd glory I am not destitute of the benefi^* which arc 
entoyed by the relrgioui although ( am leparatcd from their company 
for 1 have dertved mitrucUon from this ilory which wiU serve men oC 
OUT character for admomlton donug the rcmamdcf of life 

(F ) B) the meatu of one dtsordeily person m a company the hrarU 
of many wise men become afflicted If you tit a ebtem woh roje water 
and a dog should fall mto it rt would thereby become tmpure 
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TALE VI. 

A Zahid ■v^as invited to a feast by a king, when he sat down at the 
table he ale more sparingly than he was accustomed to do, and when 
he stood up to prayers, he was longer than usual, in order that 
they might form a high opinion of his piety (^ ) I fear, “ O Arab, 
that thou wilt not arrive at the Kaba, because the road which thou art 
pursuing leads to Turkistan.” (i e he ^oas praciiswg hypocrisy) 
When he returned home, he ordered the table to be spread that he 
might eat, his son, who had an acute understanding, said "Father, 
why did you not eat anything at the king’s feast He answered 
■‘‘In his presence, I ate nothing, to serve a purpose ” The son replied 
“Perform also your prayers over again as you did nothing that will 
serve your purpose ” 

(P ) O thou, who exposest thy virtues on the palm of the hand, and 
hidest thy vices under tlie armpit * Vain wretch, what cansl thou 
expect to purchase with thy base com in the day of distress‘d 


TALE VII 

I REMEMBER, that m the time of childhood, I was very religious. I 
rose in the night, was punctual m the performance of my devotions, 
and abstinent One night I had been sitting in the presence of my 
father, not having closed my eyes during the whole Ume, and with the 
holy Kuran in my embrace, whilst numbers around us were asleep 
I said to my father “Not one of these hfteth up his head to perform 
his genuflexions but they are all so fast asleep, that you would say 
they are dead ” He replied Life of your father, (O dear son) it were 
better if thou also wert asleep, than to be searching out the faults of 
mankmd ’ ) The boaster sees nothing but himself having a veil of 

conceit before his eyes If he was endowed with an eye capable of 
discerning God, he would not discover any person Weaker than himself 


TALE Vm. 

In a company where every one was praising a religious man, and 
extolling his virtues, he raised up his head, and said (P ) “I am such as 


s 
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I knov. myMrU lo l>r wHiItt iKoo vrho tecloottl up my good worki 
judf^it from the fxtcmil but *it ipnoratit of tltc mttrmr M> ciltnul 
fotm ra tht cyci of nunLmd, »« k roodly object but from »hc b>iccti» 
of ihc mlmor I bow down mj head with »luroe Mankind prattc the 
pfjcocL for hj b<auu(ul plomacr but he rt aihamcd of hi> u^ly 

fm 

TALE IX 

OmI of tbe rcfipiout a'm of Mount Ltbanut whote pie y and 
mnacict were famed throophoat Arabu entered the pteat moK^ae of 
DaouKiu ard wa« punfymf himtcif on the edge of the entem of the 
well, when, bn feet ilpptng he feD mio the water and wtth great 
diftcuUy got cut of tt When di\ ne KtvKe \^a» btmhcd one of h» 
companion* laid he had a diSknlt) vrh>ch required eipUnaUon The 
Shsilh ailed wbal it wai He fepUed I rctoileci that you waited on 
tbe luxtace of the tea ot Aittea without >eur feet bemg wetted andtO' 
da) you had nearly peruhed m thi* water which ii not deeper than the 
hershl of a man Vihit M the meaning of thn He lunk hw head mlo 
iheboiom of reflectcca and after coiuidcrable pame looked up and raid 
Hare you not heard ihal the prjice of Uit word Moharnmad Muitifi 
(upon whom be the peace and bleismg of God*) raid There i» a lime 
m which God ha* gnen me a degree of power that ii not allowed 
eithet to the nearetl angd oot to any mortal prophet »cnt from God 
bot he d d col pretend that thn wai aiwa>* the caic. Sometime* 
m the manner wluch he deicnbed neither Cabnel nor Michael 
ha* poiieucd rt and at another time it Uai happened to Haf*ah 
and lo Zainab Tlie vnion of the pioui cooiuti of r^dation and 
obicuTitf U ducorer* and it conceab Thou ihoweil thy countenance, 
and thou htdeil it by enhancing thy value thou incicateit our 
deme 

rtrnWe When I behold thee wilboai an interveolion it affect* me m 
auch a manner that 1 lore my road It kindles a Same, and then quenche* 
It by tprinkling vrater on which account you sec me sometimes in ardent 
flame and sometimes immened in the waves 
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TALE X. 

Poetry ^ 

Somebody said to him who had lost his son ( nieaninii Jacob) 
O thou of illustrious race, wise old man, seeing that you were able to 
perceive at tlie distance of Egypt the perfume of his garment, how 
happened it tliat thou wert not able to discover him in the well of 
Canaan^” He replied “Our condition is like the darting lightning, 
■one m'tant flashing, and the next disappearing Sometimes we are 
seated above the fourth heaven, and at other times we cannnot see the 
back of our feet If the Darwish were always to remain in one state, 
be would cease to desire both worlds ” 

TALE XI. 

In the great mosque at Balbuk I was reciting some words by way of 
admonition to the company whose hearts were withered and dead 
incapable of applying the ways of the visible to the purposes of (he 
invisible world I perceived that what I was saying had no effect on 
them, and that the fire of my piety had not kindled their green wood 
I became weary of instructing brutes, and of holding a mirror in the 
way of the blind, but the door of signification continued open, and the 
concatenation of discourse was extended in explanation of this verse of 
the Kuran “We are nearer to him than his jugular vein ” My dis- 
course had got to such a length that I said (P ) “A friend is nearer, 
to me than myself, but what is more wonderful, I am far from him 
What shall I do, to whom shall I address myself, since he is in my arm, 
whilst I am separated from him*^” I am irtoxicaled with the wine of 
his discourse, and the dregs of the cup are in my hand ” At this time 
a traveller p^vssing by the company was so much animated by my last 
Avords, that he exclaimed with an emphasis that produced the acclama- 
tions of the whole, and the senseless company joined in enthusiastic 
rapture I said “O God, those who are afar off know Thee, whilst 
those who arc near and ignorant, are at a distance (P ) When the 
hearer does not understand the discourse, expect not any effect of genius 
from the oiator first extend the plain of desire m order that the orator 
may strike the ball of eloquence ’ 
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TALE XIL 

On! ntt^l m ihc d«€rt of Mecca from the great want of *lcep \ 
wa» dqjmtd of all power 10 rtff 1 retimed my head on iKe earth and 
desrred the camcl-dmrer not to dotmb me 0 ) How far diaH the 
feet of the poor man proceed when the camel u weary of hu load 
Wh3jt the body of the fat roan n betommg lean the lean .man may die 
of fatigue He leph d brother Mecca w in front and lobberr m 
the rear by proceedma you ejcape and if you deep yon die (f* ) It 
II pleaiant to ileep on the road tn the duett under the acaoa tree m the 
mghtof decampateot but you must cooiidcf it at abandoning life 

TALE XIU 

I SAU on the *ca-ihore a rdigiout man who had a wound from a 
tiger whxh coold not be cured by any roedione He had been a long 
time m thtt woeful ttate and vat contionaily thanicmg God He wai 
aiked **\Vh 7 do yon thank GodT He rephd Cod be praised 
that I am afSscted throng mufortune and not throng ttn (f* ) If 
that dear friend asiTgna me to |he place of slaughter then m order that 
yon may not accuse me of being at that milant altaid o( my life I wiD 
ash what crime hat your slave committed that your heart u offended at 
me? This reflection only is the cause of my lorrow *Ye», holy mani 
construe dtslms as a pnmihmenl for im Do not you lee what Joseph 
the Just said m diat stateT O God nnprucoment it b Iter to me 
than what they require of me 


TALE XIV 

A Daa^H hawng some pressing occasxoo Mole a l^nUt from 
the house of a fnend Tile judge ordered that they should cut off Im 
hand. The owner of the blanket mterceded and said that he absoKed 
him The judge replied that he should not forego the legal punnhment 
at bti mterceasiou He retomed Yon have said nghtly but whosoever 
slealeth any property dedicated to idigioas purposes, ts not lubject to 
the punishment of amputaPon became the beggar is not the proprietor 
of any ihmg, neither u he the property of any one whatever the beggar 
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hatli being devoted to the benefit of the necessitous ” The judge 
released him, and said “ Was the world so narrow tliat you ^should 
steal only from such a friend as this*^” He replied “ O my lord, have 
you not heard the saying^ ‘ Sweep the houses of your fnends, but 
knock not at the doors of your enemies (P ) When you fall mto 
distress, resign not yourself to despair , strip your enemies of their skin,, 
and your friends of their jackets ’ ” 

TALE XV 

A certain king said to a rehgious man “ Do you ever think of 
me'^” He answered “ Yes, whenever I forget God ” (P ) He 
fleeth everywhere whom God dnveth from his gate , but whomsoever 
God inviteth, he will not suffer to run to the door of any one 


TALE XVI 

A certain pious man saw m a dream a bng in paradise, and a 
holy man in hell , he asked what could be the meaning of the exaltation 
of one, and the degradation of the other, as the contrary is generally 
considered to be the case ^ They rephed “ The king has obtained 
paradise in return for his love of holy men , and the religious man, by 
associabng with kings, has got mto hell ” (P ) Of what use are the 
coarse frock, the beads, and patched garments ^ Abstain from evil 
deeds, and there is no need of a cap of leaves , possess the virtues of a. 
Darwish, and wear a Tartanan crown 

TALE XVII 

A FOOT ^traveller, bareheaded, and without shoes, came from 
Kufah, and accompanied the caravan to Mecca I saw that he had no 
money He proceeded merrily, saying (P ) 'H am neither mounted 
on a camel, nor like a mule under a load I am no lord of a vassal^, 
neither the slave of any king I have no concern either about the present 
or the past. I draw my breath freely, and pass my life m comfort ” One 
mounted on a camel said to him “ O Darwish, whither art tliou going^ 
Return, or thou wilt peiish in distress ” He paid no attention, but 
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entered the desert end proceeded on the joumev When we iimved nt 
a pUc<? called Naklaht- Mahmud the nch man » destmy hcing accom 
phihed he died The DaP^h caroe to h» pillow and said *^1 after 
encountenng difficultiei am here aliec whilil you expired rtdvng on a, 
dromedary (^ ) A person wept all mght by the «de of a tick person 
in the morning he died and the sick mm recoTcred O my fnciicJ 
many fleet horses have fallen down dead wtuiil the lame ass has come 
abve to the end of his journey It has freqncntly happened that those 
m the Yigour of health have beoi earned to then graves wh3it the 
wounded have recovered 


TALE XVHL 

A C£RTMN kmg tent an mntabon to a rehgious man He thought 
to make himself weak by tabng medicmc, m order that the bng might 
eolertam a high optmon of him It u said that he happened to iwaDow 
a deadly poison and expired, 

(f’ ) He who appeared to me as plump as a ptstachto nuL had coat 
upon coat* (ike an omon I Rehgious men who look towards the world 
pray with then backs towards Mecca When any one calicth hunself 
a servant of God U behorelh hm |o know nose besides God 


TALE XDC 

In the land of Greece a caravan was attacked by robbers and 
plundered of immense wealth The merchants made grsevous lamenta 
tkms and besought them by God and hs Prophet but 
without effect. (P ) When (he dark mmded robbers have got the 
Tictory what care they for the tears of the caravan 7 Lnkmin the philoso- 
pher being amongst them one of the caravan said to hnn ‘‘Utter some 
sentences of wisdom and eahortabon which may mdace the robben to 
release some part of the goods for it n cruel to lose so much wealth 
Lukmin replied It would be m vain to preach pHflosopKy to them. 
(P ) When nut has cattn mto the iroo you cannot remove it by polnh 
mg. To what purpose u it to oflet admonition to a dqjraved heortl An 
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iron nail will not penetrate stone^ In the days oF your prospenty, assist 
those who are m distress, as by befriending the poor, you avert ex*,! from 
yourself When the beggar implores your charity, afford him relief, 
lest the oppressor shouldj deprive you of your substance,” 


TALE XX 

Notwithstanding all that was said to me by Shaikh Shamsudden 
Abul-farh Bin Jauzi, who ordered me to forsake music-msetings, and, 
to lead a life of retirement the spnng'tide of youth prevailed , the desire 
of sensual gratification not admitting of restraint, and m contradiction 
to the advice of my patron, I abandoned myself to the enjoyments of 
singing and of convivial society When the Shank’s advice occurred to 
my recollection, I used to say (P ) “If the Kazi. were of our party, he 
would wave his hands in rapture , if the Muhtasib would drink wine, he 
would excuse him who is intoxicated ” One rpght I entered into the 
society of a tribe, amongst whom was such a minstrel you would say that 
the sound of his bow would break tlie arteries, and his v^oice was more 
horrid than the lamentations of a man for the death of his father Sometimes 
the audience put their fingers into their ears, that they might not hear 
him, and sometimes they placed their fingers on their lips, as a signal 
for him to be silent (The heart may be captivated by the sound of 
sweet melody, but such a singer as thou art can only give delight by 
being silent ) (T ) No one will experience pleasure from 5'^our singing, 
excepting at the time of your departure, when you stop your breath 

When this harper began singing I said to the master of the house 
‘ For God’s sake put a cotton plug into my ears, that I may not hear, or 
else oocn the door, that I may escape ’ In short, out of regard to my 
frnnds, I ac*commodated myoclf to their inclination, and w.th great 
exertion passed the night until daybreak (F ) **Thc niuazzui pro- 
claimed pravers out of season, not know mg how much of the night had 
elapsed Ask the length of the night from my e3clids, which have not 
been do ed a single moment In the morning, by wmy of benediction, 
I took the turban from my head, and my dirams out of my girdle, and 
priscnlmg them to the singer, 1 embraced him, and returned him 
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BiMy Mf companwra •eemg me behtve toward* hnn 

in CD UnttcoAl c manaer unpute<l it to weafcnecc of ooder ctindm g 
and UusJiwl wilbin llitmcelTC*. One of them extended the tongue 
of oppoeibcm and began rgarrmanding me cavrog *' In tha matter 
you have not acted u becomelh a wise man to have given part 
of your profecwonal dreu to a linger who dunng hi* whole hfe 
never at one time bad a diram in bu hand not erei law a particle 
of gold on bu drum {P ) Such a tmger (far may he remain from 
thn happy mamion) no one ever caw hnn twice m the came place. Of 
a truth, when the cound came oat of ht* mouth it made men e hair 
stand on end The eparrow fliea away from the djcad of him he 
dislracti our mteiiccti and tcan hu ovfn throat I aniwered You 
thould itop your railing because m my opmion he pKHcessec nuracaloui 
talents. He replied Communicate ihn disco\ery m order that we 
may umte with you and ask pardon (or the )oke which hac paued 
I replied that my Shaikh had repeatedly eD)oiQed me not to freqaent 
ilnging parties, and had grren me many admomtionc to which I bad 
pud so attesbou, uQtd this eight when the ctar o( aucpKiomnem 
and good fortune guided me to ihia house, where by the means 
of this enger I have nude a vow never again to approach 
cinsmg or convmal parbe* (P ) A pleasant voice from a 
eweet palate, mouth and lip* whether lerupercd with musical art or 
not captivates the heart but the minical inodes of Ushsh^ Saffli^ 
and Hii^z from the tvmdpipe of a contcmplihle minstrel are 
dugustmg 


TALE XXL 

They asked Lukmin from whom he had learnt urbanity he replied 
"From those mde mannerc for whattoever I saw ra them that was 
disagreeable I avoided dmng the same (P ) Not a word can be 
said even in the midst of sport from which a wise man will 
not denre mctruction but if a hundred chapters of philocophy are 
read to an ignorant person it will seem to hu ears fofly and 
sports 
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Thc\ tell a Sion ol a certain religious man, who in one niglil ^\ould 
cat ten pounds of food and who before the morning uould ha\c com- 
pIctcK finished the Kuran in his devotions A holy man hearing this 
said. {P ) If he had eaten half a loaf, and slept, it would have been 
much more meritorious Keep jour belly unencumbered with food,, m 
order that j^ou maj be able to discern the light of Divine knowledge 
You arc void of wisdom because you arc crammed up to your nose 
w itli food ” 
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nm lKa\ \Kty mty n*l dwcovej m> C»«lu vhfcl advmUEe n tKtrt m 
jtiutlmE <3oor *1 the Omouc»«it IrowtlS bolK wli»l u hidden and 
•vhil B*ro»nrfrjl 

TALE XXIV 

[ lAMtNTtD JO » N«JCf»hU ShiiLh lh«! wtne one had accuied me 
fiktly of lajcroowntit He lepUd “Pol !iim to ihtme by youT totuc 
(P ) Lelyour conduct he vnlooui when >t wiH nol he m ihe power 
cf ihc delraclor lo com-Kl you of ctiL When the harp a w tone 
how can it anfrer cortfciion from the hand of the muiKvan'^ 


TALE XXV 

ThC^ aiVed one of ihe Shaili o( Damatcui what ihe conditno 
of the KCl of Sufi* He ropticd “They fortnctly wnc in the world 
a loacty of men apparently m dutrttJ bnl m reahly centealed 
but now they are a tribe in appearance raluBed but mwatdlv dneon 
tented" 

fP) When your heart w eontojuafly waodenng from one place to 
another you wtl) Ka^e no ulnfaction m lolitude Though yon porios 
ncha ranh land and diatteb if >oot heart u with Cod your are a 
reel me 


TALE XXVI 

I RECOLLtcT that once I had travelled the whole mght wuh the 
caravan and to the morning had gone toifecpby thevide of a detert. 
A detracted man, who had accompanied ui m the yoursey act up a 
cry took the road of the detert and did not enjoy a moment i repme^ 
When U wa» day, f aiked him what waj the mailer? He repDed 
1 heard the nightisgalm on the tree*, the parlndgea in the raotm* 
Una the frog* m the water and the brute* m the dcaert ullennB their 
pUmtire noU* and dolcfol Umentation* I rejected that it did not be- 
come a human being through neglect cf my duty |o be arleep whibt 
aB other crealure* were ceUbratiiig the praite* of God 

(P ) Lait mght toward* morning, the lamenUUon* of a bard depn>Td 
me of rea*on patience powa, and iea*aiion When my voice reached 
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the ears of a sincere friend, he said . “I could nop have believed that the 
notes of a bird would m such a manner have deprived you of your 
senses ” I replied ^^It is not consistent with the laws of humafi nature, 
that whilst a bird is recitmg the praises of God, I should be silent ' 


TALE XXVII. 

Once I tia\elled to Htj«z along with some young men of 
virtuous disposition, who had been my intimate friends, and constant 
companions Frequently, in their mirth, they recited spiritual verses 
There happened to be m the party an Abid, who thought unfavourably 
of the morals of Darwishes, being ignorant of their suffermgs At 
length we arrived at’ the grove of palm-trees of Bam Hil^^l, when a boy 
of a dark complexion came out of the Arab families, and sang 
in such a strain as arrested the birds in their flight through the air I 
beheld the Abid’s camel dancing, and after flinging his rider, he took 
the road of the desert I said “O Shaikh, those strams delighted the 
brutes, but made no impression on you (P ) Knowest thou what the 
mghtmgale of the mornmg said to me^ What kind of a man art thou 
who art ignorant of love'^ The camel is thrown into ecstasy by the 
Arabic verses, for which, if thoju hast no relish, thou art a cross-grained 
brute (When the camel is captivated with ecstatic frenzy, that man 
who can be insensible ns an ass The wind blowing over the plains 
causes the tendei branches of the ban-tree to bend before it, but affects 
not the hard stone ) Every thing that you behold is exclaiming the 
praises of God, as is well known unto the understanding heart not 
only the nightingale and the rosebush are chanting praises to’ God, but 
very thorn is a tongue to extol him ” 


TALE XXVIII. 

A CERTAIN king, when amved at the end of his days, having 
no heir, directed in his will, that in the morning after h.s death, tlie first 
person who entered the gate of the city, they should place on his head 
the crown of royalty, and commit to his charge the government of the 
kingdom It happened that the first person who entered the city gate 
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ht* Mr K>d coHrclrd ictapi M >Kto*1f ^nd 
icvoJ piuK tiprn ^^atth Tl'*’ mJ'nttti of *J»(r ■rvd ihc nobfr» of 
llrcc^tl <ntwd irilo ♦Jfttjlcnllr Vjii: * wH l>nte»wirE cm btm tKe 
litfdcn •fd »! r Hr»totr pot ictnr trrrllir Damuh trtnrtned ihr 
Ijicdotn ctihl p»it rl iVr rr^ iM> *v*mfd iVrw c«l» ftcm hn f>brdr 

tttt •rdtlldf »DTTi:wdficrc**i«h* mpic*s m liwlif ccmf^t^rt*c^n 
Allatlrd Mfa \\ ?u *tra r» !ft *}oit i!»^ Itorp* »cd ihr jM-iUBtnr 
vjtf 0 toun trio crrltnftr »»dlr*oitl1r tmil-v 

itn iTf D<n*ti!i Via di iir» rdil ncof» v.Nrn «n old frKnd 
vVo Kid hr^n Ku ccrrpiBicm jn tKf di>» el pmctly irlnmtd from a 
Jotirrvj ird f rd Ii fn m at h in rii't d » »1e laid *'Piiiwd br 
Cod el rjffVfur «i d plrt) iKu joot KifK lortoar Ki» iadrd jtnj 
ind piwpftiy I rfn >Dtrt pOKfr io ibit ft twr Ki* m urd l|om tfic bfirr 
•nd iKr 0 oin kft* Inm rtliicltd ficn ycvi Icoi ard jou Kiar ftnitrd 
•I llai drmtij (01 • ttulh toy ioc<e<dt wnow ) ihr bud lomdtmo 
bKwt«m iod w^ftrfrrt a»ilKrn ibr life n lerDfianet naUd »nd 
♦orfdffe* tioibid He iff'^d “Oliftber cerdol^ willi ttt for 
ibo la nci ft Ime Iff corpTitttliUofi XXTkb >out*w me Uat I Vi» 
Ofllj- iRimoa I ew (o el U3t I «ftd but tow 1 Ki\e all Oie utea of ll»e 
vet d lo eneoufiler (/ ) If tfe lunet ftte idvriae I am in pam ftod if 
iKe^ ife proipeicui I im <if li'itfd wiiK voidly erf)\cnfn!i TKetc la 
no Cilareitjf tirilrnhiB wctd j**ffiui fcitioir ll d-altcnlbr Kciil tn 
ptwjKTly «a well fta m ftdxiailjr If you want neKta leeV onh lor 
ctmtmtmfrl wb^lt n tontmible wetllli II the r cK min iKould iKiow 
nwney into )-cur Up cooi def ool younell oblifed to Hun forlhiar 
ofttn bend il imd pwua mm iHil llic pitirocr of the poor 
la pfflenWe (o ihc liberftlty of ihe i«ch If Gihrim afcould looil 
»D ooiger to W dtttnbutcd ftmoopat the pecple iiwou'dnothe cqtul 
to the le^ of ft locuit to so ftnt ” 


TALE XXIX 

A CERTAl^ penoo Kidftfncfid employed m the o6ce of Diwbq 
With whom he had not chacccd to meet for tome lime Somebody 
fiid to him ^It u a loos tmie imee you i&w luch in oce He an 
ivreffd “Nerther do I wuh to ice him II happened llial one of the 
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Diwan s people was present, who asked what fault his friend had been 
guiliy of, that he was not inclined to see him He replied . “There is 
no fault , but the time for seeing a Diwan is when he is d smissed 
from his office In greatness and authority of office, they neglect their 
friends , in the day of adversity and degradation, they impart to their 
friends the disquietude of their hearts " 

TALE XXX. 

Abu Harairah used every day to visit Mustafa (Muhammad), 
upon whom be the blessing and peace of God > The Prophet said : 
“O Abu Harairah, come not every day, so that affection may increase ’’ 
They observed to a holy man, tliat, notwithstanding the benefits which 
we derive from the sun’s bounleousness, we have not heard any one 
speaking of him with affection 

He replied “That is because he can be seen evcy day, excepting 
in the winter, when being veiled, he is beloved ” 

(P ) There is no harm in visiting men, but let it not be so often that 
they may say . “It is enough ” If you correct yourself, you will not 
need reprehension from another 

TALE XXXI. 

Having become weary of the company of my friends at Damascus, 

I retired In to the desert of Jerusalem, and associated with the brutes, till 
I was taken prisoner by the Franks, and consigned to a pit m Tnpoli, 
to dig clay, along with some Jews But one of the pnncipal men of 
Aleppo, with whom I had formerly been intimate, happenmg to pass 
that way, recollected me, asked me how I came there, and in what 
manner I spent my time ^ I answered (P) “I fled into the mountains 
and deserts to avoid mankind, seeing on God alone reliance can be 
placed , conjecture then what must now be my situation, forced to 
associate with wretches worse than men To have our feet bound with 
chains m company with our friends is preferable to living in a garden 
with strangers ” He then had compassion on my condition, redeemed me 
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for ten (tom the Frank* »nd took me vnlh him to Aleppo He 
h»d^ daughter >Yhom he gaNC me m manuige,vnln a hundred dman 
for her doww \Vhen lometime had eUpied ihe doco^ered her da 
powUon, which wa* Dl-jjaittred quaneiiome obrtmate and abusive, »o 
that she destroyed m> happiness in the tDaoner that has been said 
{^) A bad woman u the house of a ^ood man ts hts hell m thu world 
Take care how you connect youneU wtK a bad woman defend 
Its O Lord from thu fiery Inall Once she reproached me 
saymg ‘"Art thou not he whom my faihcr redeemed from 
captivity amongst the Franks for ten din'frs ’ I ansnered Yes 
he ransomed me for ten dmort and put me rato your hands for a 
hundred. 

(P] I f^ve heard that a certam great man del \eted a sheep from the 
teeth and claws of a wolf, and the lu^l following applied a knife to 
bu tbroah The cipnnng sheep complamed of him saying “You 
delivered me from the claws of a wolf, but 1 have seen you at length act 
the part of the very wolf tmvards me 


TALE XXXn 

A CERTAIN ktog asked a religious mtn bow he passed hi$ 
YaJuabk tone he replied “AH night I pray m the mornmg I 
offer up my vows and petitions and the whole day u spent 
m regulating my expenses The king understood the denre of 
the piotts man and commanded that they should piovide him a 
daily subsistence to reheve hjs mind from the carw of h« 
family 

(f’ ) O thott, wao art enthralled with tie carei of a» family look 
not for freedom m any other respect sorrow for children bread- 
raiment, and subaistence neapacdale* yon for contemplating the 
mvwible world. The whole day 1 am reflechog that at night I shall 
be employed m my devotions and at night v^hen I begin my prayers, I 
am duokuig how I shall be able to pro\ de food for my children next 
morning 
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TALE XXXm. 

One of the hermits of Damascus had passed many years the 
desert, m devotion, feeding on the leaves of trees. The king of tliat 
country having gone to visit him, sard ‘‘It seems advisable to me that I 
should prepare a place for you m the city, where you may perform 
your devotions more conveniently, and others be benefited by the bless- 
ing of your company, and take example from your good works.” The 
hermit would not consent to this proposal One of the ministers of 
slate sard “It is necessary, for the satisfaction of his majesty, that you 
should remove into the city for a few days to make an experiment of 
the nature of the place, when if you should find your precious time 
disturbed by the society of others, the choice will still remain in your 
Power ” They have related that the hermit came into the city, and that 
the king prepared for his reception a garden belonging to the palace. * 
A delightful situation, refreshmg the spirits (-P ) Red roses vying with 
the cheeks of a beautiful damsel , hyacinths resembling the ringlets of a 
beloved mistress Although in the depth of winter, yet these flowers 
had the freshness of newborn babes, who had not tasted the nurse’s 
milk. The bratiches of the trees were ornamented with scarlet flowers, 
suspended amongst verdant foliage, shining like fire The king sent him 
immediately a beauteous handmaid, whose description is the following 
(■P ) Her face fair as the crescent moon would fascinate an 
anchorite , and her angelic form, arrayed in all the peacock’s pride and 
splendour, would at the first view deprne the most rigid moralist of the 
command of his passions She was followed by a youth of rare beauty, 
and most exquisite symmetry of form He is surrounded by mortals par- 
ched with thirst, whilst he who hath the appearance of a cup-bearer 
bestoweth not drink The eyes could not be satisfied with the sight of 
him, like ore afflicted with the dropsy beholding the Euphrates. 
The hermit began to feast on dainties, was arrayed in elegant attire, re- 
galed himself with fruits and perfumes, and look delight in the company 
of the virgin and her attendant The sages have said “that the ringlets 
of fair maids are chains for the feet of reason, and a snare for the bird of 
wasdom (P ) In your sen'ice, I have lost m> heart, my religion, and my 
reason In trut > I am now the bird of wusdom, and you are the 
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in»rc To bt bml h« lUU of enjoymml b^jan lo d«lmc m iKr 
roanocT A hit b«n m« 1 ) ’W^cnnrrr a Uwjtt a itachn a dn 

ap!c Of an orator potmrrd o( a pore tpmt dejc«»di to trwan vrordly 
coocrmmfot he wiU End hirmeK enlhraUcf) RVc Bjo vith ihor feet in 
Koner OiKe*’ the Imp hasaiK an wcrmation lo wc hun found the holy 
nun aoch afteretJ m hu appearance having become plump with a clear 
and fwy complexion He vra* reclmtnt on a pIUow of datnatk fill, and 
the fatry^fonneef boy Mood bchmd him with a fan made of peacock » 
feathen The km? tejoKed al hu happ) condiliom and they tailed on 
^ar>out «ub)ectt tmtil the Imp concluded the convenaiton by Mymg 
f Iia^e an affection for two deicrtpttoni of men to the world the learned 
and the reclaie A vuter a nun of vrudom and experience bemg 
pmml Mid *0 kmp. the Uw of benevolence reqmm that youahcmld 
do good lo both of them gire money to the Iramed that enhen may 
be mduced to study but give ooihmg lo rccluiei, m otder that the) 
ma> conlmue at luch if' ) Darwnhet teqwre not duamt and dioan 
when they recene money they loot out lot other Darvruhet M'lioie- 
ever potteiKlh a wtuout dt pottiton and hai hu mnd dcToted 
lo God >1 a rehgHtu man. vvxihout feeding on cotiKCtated bread 
or begpmi for biolen viclualt The Enger of a beautiir.! woman 
and the tip of her ear are handsome withoat an earning or a (inqnoite 
rmg. He n a Darwish who it virluout and wue although lie (aiteth 
not holy bread, nor the fragmcnti of beggary The lady endowed wrth 
an elegant form and a beautiful face u charming without paint 
or jewel* Whlil I have anylhrttg of my own and covet the goods 
of olbera tfyou donotcaH me a religmut man ptihapi yon will not be 
mBtalcQ 


TALE XXXIV 

The foflowmg ilory will exemplify what hat been taid above A bog 
havmg tome weighty aJfatn in agUalHW made a vow that, m- case of 
•Bcccu be WDold dntribote a ccrlatn Mmi of money amogtt men 
dedicated lo religion When on hit with being accoropriihed u wat 
necaury lo perform the conditiont of hn vow he gave a purte of 
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Mid O my fncnd jt<5i « Iflle •« m> wrunti are ptcpanng »ame 
maced meal The DamitN rat^d up Kit head and latd {P ) 
" Fott d^ (hem to put forced meal on m> (able for (o (He liungty plam 
bread u a uvoury dnh 


TALE XXXVI! 

A luriL complained to Uu ip.nlual Ruidr of bony much dutuibcd 
by imptitJient \bUon v,ho btole m npotr bra \aluablc lone and he 
aiVed how he could nd o! ihctn Tlie »upei»or replied To »uch 
of them as are poor lend money aird from ihoic that are rKh aiL tome 
ihmg Vfheo you map depend upon noi stemg one of them ayam 

(f ) If a beggar was lit* leader of ihe army of Ulamure uiSdeU 
would ee lo Chma through (ear of hn onpoiiunil) 


TALE XXXVlll 

A Mrd le hiafaiho " Thcne £ne rpretSes of ibe dedarmers 

roalce rto impresnon on tot because I do do! lee that Oveu 
aclwBs correrpood wnlh ihetr preceplt ffM They leacli people lo 
forwVe ihe world whirl ihetmeWe* accumulate property A vrue 
man who preaches ssultoul pratlbmg wdl not rtnprtis 
others. Thai person is woe who Ibilamrth from im. not he wlro 
Icachrih good lo others whilst bmsseU cotnadldb ml The wise man 
who indulges m semual gralibcations bcinii httnscU beVi'ildered how can 
lie guide others 1 The father replied O my son* > on ought not 
merely from Um vim opinion, lo re|ecl the docUmes of ihe preacher ihus 
punvioe the paths of ramfy by tmpuiws ttmn lo llie Icaroed aed 
whilst you are searchrog for nn unmaculate teacher are you deprived of 
the beoefiu of learning. liVe the blind man who one ntghl falling into the 
mad cned out O Muslims, bnng a lamp lo show me the way An 
rmpudest woman, who heard hnn, sard *You cannot see a lamp 
what ihen can a shew > 00 “^ Moreover the soody of the preacher 
resembles the shop of a iradcr where until >ou pay money you cannot 
carry away the goods and here, unless you come with good incImaUon 
you will not derrre any beoeBl (f* ) Listen to the dneourse of the 
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learned man vviUi ihe ulmost attention, although his actions may not 
correspond with his doctrine It is ai futile objection of gainsayers, that 
how can he who is asleep awaken others'^’’ It behoveth a man^'to receive 
instruction, although the advice be written on a wall 

TALE XXXIX. 

Poetry. 

A CERTAIN holy man having quitted a monastery and the society of 
religious men, became a member of a college I asked what was the 
difierence between being a learned or a religious man that could induce 
him to change his society‘s He replied “The devotee saves his own 
blanket out of the waves, and the learned man endeavours to rescue 
others from drowning ” 


TALE XL. 

A DRUNKEN man was sleeping on the highway overcome by the 
power of intoxication , a devotee passed by, and beheld his condition 
with detestation. The young man lifted up his head and said • 
When you meet an inconsiderate person, pass him with kindness; 
and when you see a sinner, conceal his crime, and be compassionate ) 
(^ ) O thou, who despisest my indiscretion, why dost thou not rather 
pity me O holy man, avert not thy face from a sinner, but regard 
him with benignity If my manners are unpolished, nevertheless behave 
yourself towards me with civility ” 

TALE XLI. 

A COMPANY of dissolute men came to dispute with a darwish, and 
jnade use pf improper expressions , at which, being offended, he w'ent to 
-his spiritual guide, and complained of what had happened He re- 
plied “ O my son, the habit of a Darwish is the garment of resigna- 
tion , whosoever weareth this garb and cannot support injunes, is an 
enemy to the profession, and is not entitled to the dress ) A great 

river is not made turbid by a stone ; the religious man who is hurt at 
jnju ries is as yet but shallow water. If any misfortune befalleth you, 
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Ik- 41 vitK it \rf mVtv jcu euy jrcuitr f ebun p4f Jon 

O ny bto\b« twnr Out »» *tT *t but to itttinio firiK. t^t Ji 
harnW^ottmlift ia •jSnWfci*- w* Mtr cKinrtd nto do>t 


TAIL XU1 

Pt' If* 

Am toOw (etlovfi t 1 ty In tlv city ot lU^SJjd tSfit 
• coAtrulfon t»t*sftn iSc fUt *nd ctnUw Tho f !»5 
Ctiilfd witb lb« dtt*t ellb if id •ntl el mjicStni wxi to V 

enfUm tn dttplf»iait “^cj •♦■d wp If eif fchool fcro^x boh 
sminli of ihf StJuo ♦ fouti I »K-»ri fftyny * menmt i irUxii cn 
ficm bttiJDW** bnnf ofcl to *t *11 you ccl 

optTiftsMd thf (fliCtt** ci n*rcSnr tlw ciinfrr ol tfenrunj the forlffn 
ibe pmli of 0>f ff<nnl, not thf intr*n«nTKorftof Kfiulnindi ■nd djit 
my foot n mirr (orv*t<J tn «M rritjt why iSo n thy Jiyoit) frrit r 
lK*a miifl ^ 09 r>it youi ir-* >ovOi» iKiutiIgt *nK< rf a 

»nd noth 'Upfii cJonffioui *i 4 f etn v»rT»*d m (h** hioJi of 

tsftiM! ttKl tu\tl witnn^ fr^ r» lundi •rJ my hr^d ic^Ulfd 

■by the vrod" Th^ ccit4fft ifp***^ ht»d it pbced on tSf 

thiedioW *od not hVfjcun t*nm! op to iho »ly , nhoio'^fT thtOJfb 
foHy rwlli ho »«lt pn^ipit*tm ‘rr ftl mtrt dotmt 


TALE XUIL 

A HOLY nj»n i»w * vticit^tr 'rtiecinl *nd foiraite «l ih? mouth 
-wi\h tttf he enquired the ciuw- and w*i to’J >ome one b»d Foen hrn 

almic. Heiaid Thn paltry f Ifow who can Lit* Hone of a Lhouund 
pouodi wetqht n not able to Uai • fincfe word (P ) Rewto youx 
boaitm® ptetftmoni to Hrmtih and (otiitod« you vrtaV.ipmted wretch 1 
"What »» the difneoce between luch a mao and a wojiunl ^hew jcif 
power by eeeatrne oihm to f^KaV Lmdly to you ii » not couuFe to 
dmc your foi afaintt attolher man • mouUi if you are able to tear the 
front of an elephant he a no n an who luth not honumiy The aow of 
Adam are formed of humbh- earth tf you peuen cot bumJjty neither 
are you a man. 
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They mtenogated a learned man concerning the character of his 
brethren, the Sufs He answered “ The meanest of their excellencies 
IS, that they prefer gratifying the desire of their friends to attending to 
their own a?airs , and the sages have said * ‘ The brother who is intent 
upon his own affairs, is neither brother nor relation {P ) Your fellow- 
traveller, if he walks faster than yourself, is not your companion * place 
not your affections on any one who is not attached to you If there be not 
religion and piety amongst relatives, it is best to break off connection with 
our kindred I recollect that an adversary objected to the sentiment in 
the above distich, and said, that in the Kuran the most high God has 
forbidden that we should break off connection with relatives, and has 
commanded u** to prefer friendship with relations to that of others, and 
that what I had said above was contrary to his precept I replied . 
K, ( You are mistaken, it [agrees with the Kuian God said, if your 
parents msist that you should join as partners with Me those things of 
which you* are igniorant, then do not obey them ) (T ) A thousand 
relations, who aie ignorant of God, ought to be sacnficed for one 
stranger who acknowledges Him ” 

TALE XLV 

Poetry. 

A MERRY fellow of Baghdad married his daughter to a shoemaker 
The little man, l.aiirg a flintj heart bit the girl’s lips in such a manner 
that they trickled with blood In the moining, her father, beholding her 
in such plight, went to his son-in-law and said to him, “ O you worthless 
fellow ' what k nd of teeth have you got, thus to chew^ her lips as if they 
were made of leather '' I am not speaking in jest leave off ymur jokes 
and have y'our legal enjoyment When bad manners become habitual, 
they cannot be got nd of until death 

TALE XLVI 

A CERT IN lawyer had a \ery ugly daughter, who w^as marriageable 
but although he offered a considerable dower, and other \aluab!es, no 
one W’as inclined to wed her (P ) Brocade and damask will appear 
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dijgujllul 03 o bndt wbo n uply —In jttort ihiou^b ncctiidy lif 
her 10% Wmd mm U n iMtJ tKit in the Mm rc*r ihae «rnvftl from 
Ceylon a phjii un v.'lio toulci trtloic »iiKl lo lie bb-rtl They oibed 
ihe faiher wh> l»e would nol have !i» »omn Uw cured He wd 
** Becauit Vie waa altard llial d he 'would TKOtet hrt i\sKt Ke vrauld 
dn-oice hri mfc It ii b >| that iSe huiband ol ao ogl> woman ibould 
be blj:id 


TALE XLVII 

A CLRTAis ting repinded wrtb conlemtit the locjety of Danruhci 
wktcb one of ihrmbavmg ike (ventilation to dncovcr uvd ** O lung ' 
tolktiuotld you baielhe advantage over ui in exlemal grandeur but 
wrtk legard to the comfort* ol Ue we are your lupcnoit at ihc Umc of 
dealk«v>e tiullbe ytrarequali and at ihe reiorrcciton our itate vnQ be 
prclerable toyoun (/ ) Although the conqueror o( kingdom* en)oytlh 
abiolnte tway al ike «ame ine that the Darwuh may be m want of 
bread, yet in that hour when both ibatl die they vriH carry nolKiog 
with them bui ihen- vrmdmg ikeet* When you wnk to mate up your 
burden* (or qutttmg iKi* world ike rtaie of ike beggar wid be preferabl 
lolkal of ihe monarek The Darwuh cxhibil* a patched garment and 
abated kan but in truth In* heart r* ahve and hu patuon* lubdued 
He ta not a peraoo iktl wdl ad\-ance hu preleraiooa among mantmd and 
if men oppoae bta mclmatioa he will not engage ut ilnfe U a miQstone 
ahoidd roll dorm frocn a mounum hi; haa bul Irtllc failh who gel* out 
of ihe ivay of a 

Tlie Darwtali t comae of duty conanta in mvokmg and pratamg 
God in obeying and wonkipping Kim m gmng aim* m bemg 
conieBt, a brirei mg the unit> of the Deity and m refunce on God, with 
palieiit re*ignaUon to hu will Whosoever o endowed with Cheac quahUe* 
I* a Darwtdi indeed, allhongh he be arrayed m a robe and on the 
contrary an idle prater who neglects h» prayer* and n a tlave to fu* 
pa*a«jn* who lunia day into lu^ji m leiuual graUficatwoa, and mgkt 
into day m drowiy indolence eating anylliing that fall* ra hu way and 
»ying whaltrer come* uppermo*t luch a one i» a profltgatc although 
he wean oolhiag bul a blanket 
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(■^^ ) O thou, vvliose inward parts aie void of pietyj and whose 
outside beareth the garb of hypocrisy) hang not a gorgeous curtain 
before the doors of a house constructed of reeds 

TALE XLVIII 

Pocti ij 

I SW some nosegays of fresh roses lied to a dome with some grass 
I said What is this worthless grass that it should thus be m the 
company of roses ’ The grass wept, and said “ Be silent , the benevolent 
forget not their associates, although I have neither beauty, nor colour, 
nor odour, still am I not the grass of God’s garden " I am tlie serv'ant of 
the munificent God, nourished from of old by his bounty , whether I 
possess any virtue or not, yet I look for the mercy of God Although I 
have not any worth, neither possess the means of shewing my obedience, 
he IS able to sa\e his serv'ant, although destitute of all other support It 
IS the custom that masters should liberate their old slaves O God, who 
hast ornamented this world with thy creatures, bestow liberty on this 
thine old ser\'ant O Sadi, pursue the road to the temple of resignation 
O man of God, walk in the path of righteousness Unfortunate is that 
person, who turns his head from this gate, since he will not be able to 
find another 


TALE XLIX 

They asked a wise man which was preferable, fortitude or liberality'' 
He replied . He who possessetli libefality hath no need of fortitude 
(^) It is inscribed on the tomb of Bahram-Gor, that a liberal hand is 
preferable to a strong arm ” Hatim Tai, no longer exists but his 
exalted name Vill remann famous for virtue to eternity Distribute the 
tithes of your wealth in alms for Avhen the husbandman lops off the 
exuberant branches from the vine, it produces an mcrease of grapes 
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ON THE EXCELLENCY OF CONTENTMENT 

TAir 1 

As Alrxiti nrrtixinl »\ AW-»po m the qoarlrf o<cupicd by iht 
dwlm h Itfri vcxi O vrril hj* Stti i/ ihrre f«d beet: 

jmlKt «ment‘t S®'! *T\d wt h*d potw-»t«l cflcleoimtnt wooM 

bj>e bmi *n md o( btrytry lh« wotW (^' ) O coolmlmtnt 
n»Vc me neb lor w>ibo'jllHrr limm powtxbh UuVjn*n m*dctbo*cr 
ol jxjbfoce ro Whciooer Kith not piumci* oeitKcr doth K^ 

poueii pSdoiopby 

TAIE 11 

Ik d'KtU wo tem o( a nobUtraa oot of vrbom aequned 

leinuof iftd the otKn ^ eiliK tl>e fortBcr became the mmt 

Irtroed man of htt time *ml tllict pra.ee of Esyfl- Afleivrardt 
the rrdj buo ItroVcd wrth contempt on hr* Ictiard brother and Mid ** I 
bi^e armed at morvarchy and you have eosimaed m the ume itale of 
po\ert> ” He replred “O brother rt behoreth me to be the mote 
thaDUtd to the dnure Creator imee 1 have louod the wlicrttJDce ol the 
propbeti that « voidoo and yoo Itave t®t the portion of Pharaoli and 
Hitn'Ti CT the kro^dom of Ecjrpt (/ ) f am the ant, vrhrch men tread 
rmdef then feel and not the v, a»p of v/horc lUni they cotnpUm How 
ihaH I expreu my gralela) ico»e of »och bJetimg that lam net pojrewd 
of the (ceioi of oirprcisrns manVmd 

TALE ni 

I HEARD of a Darvruh vrfio wat luCcnog great dutrea* from poverty 
and tewng patch upon patch but wfio comforted htmrelf r^Tth the 
JoHovring verre ' I am contorted with Hale bread and a coirre wooQen 
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frock, since it is belter lo bear the weight of one’s own necessities than 
to suffer the load of obligation from mankind ” Somebody said to hjm . 
'‘Why do you sit quiet, whilst such an one in this ci'y has a iibsral mind 
and possesses universal benevolence, being (\cr willing to assist the pious 
and always ready lo comfort every heart " If he were apprized of your 
condition, he would consider it an obligation lo salisfj your wants ’’ 
He replied “ Be silent, for it is better lo die of want, than to expose 
our necessities to any one, for they ha\e said, that (7^ ) lo sew patch 
upon patch and be patient is preferable lo writing a petition to a great 
man for clothing Of a truth it is equal to the torments of hell lo enter 
into Paradise by the help of one’s neighbour 


tALE IV 

One of the kings of Persia sent a skilful physician lo Mustafa upon 
whom be peace’ He had been some j-ears m Aiabia without any one 
having come to make Inal of his skill, neither had they applied to him 
for any medicine One day he came to the prince of prophets, and 
complained, saying “ They sent me to dispense medicines to your 
companions, but to this day no one hath taken notice of me, that I might 
have an opportunity of performing the service to which I had been 
appointed ” Muhammad replied “ It is a rule with these people never 
to eat until they arc hard-pressed by hunger , and to leave off eating, 
whilst they have a good appetite ” The physician said “ This is the 
way to enjoy health ’’ He then made his obeisance, and departed (P ) 
The physician begins to speak when ev J would result from his silence , 
either when there is eating lo excess or when death might ensue from 
too much abstinence Then doubtless his speech is wisdom and such 
a meal will be^pioductive of health 


TALE V 

A CERTAIN man having made many vows which he broke, a venerable 
personage said to him “ I know that you make it a practice to eat a 
great deal, and that your inclination to restrain your appetite is weaker 
than a hair, whilst your appetite in the manner you .ndulge Jt wiould 
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TALE VI 

W Uir atiralt of Aid^nStt B f»aV-<o it* fwotded that hc * 4 i<d an 
AiafiraQ Clin hIuI qujutity offoodottfHl to calm m the coone 
of a da) He amwetcd that tS#- wrmht of one hundied ditatniwai 
luffioent The Itn; t»L^! what ilirncth coold Iv J^'fned fiom 10 imall 
a cpuntity TTie ph) 1 cwn irpled Thtt qBanuty 1* luflicient to loppott 
you and vrhafp>rT more you eai youtnuitcany (^ ) We cat to lire 
and praivc Cod >ou lKl>eir that you hve to cat 

TALE VII 

Tuo Darviuhe* of Khat-v^n. vrho bad cnlntd into rtrtet mlimaey 
!ra>ened tOFethcr one >*ho wai infhm would fa*! for tvro da>i and the 
ether who wai fobu»t uj d to rat three limei a day It happened that 
they were Kurd at the pale of a oly on iinpioon of Uemg Jpiei wete 
both cooWd in Uie urw room, and the doot doled up with mud After 
a fortnight rt wai diico\ere<lthal they were innocent On opening the 
door they found the itronp mao dead and the inhrna one alne They 
were ailoanhed at the cicimjjtancr but a phdoiophcr raid that the 
contrary would ha\r been mote wonderful for the one kKo wa» a great 
eater wat not able (o »ap|inrt abiimencc and the other vibowatweak 
Kinns hu body m lubyelioa and brmg mtd to failing had happdy 
cicaped (f ) A perron who haa accustomed himself to eat sparingly 
when drftculty occur* braj* it eaifly but if »n lime cf projpenty he has 
been used to pamper hrnisclf when he meeti with distress he sink* 
imdCT It 


TALE VIII 

A CCRTAlN wise man admonished hu son agamsl eating to excess 
became repletion occasions stcLncii The son amv.'tred O father I 
hunger kjfleth, and ha\c you not heard the taypg of the sages that it u 
bcUn to the of cxceu than to tu fsr tne pant.s of hunger The lather 
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replied . “Be moderate, for God hath said ‘ [‘ Eat ye and drink, but not 
to excess ’] (P ) Eat not so much as to cram yourself up to the thf,>at, 
neither so little that you should die of weakness Although food is the 
means of sustaining hfci yet when taken to excess, it becomes injurious 
If you eat conserve of roses without inclination it is pernicious but dry 
bread after fasting is as delicious as conserve of roses ” 


TALE IX 

They asked a sick man, what his heart desired‘s He replied “Only 
this, that It may not desire anything” {P ) When the stomach is 
oppressed, and the belly suffering pain, there is no benefit in having all 
other matters in perfection 


TALE X 

A BUTCHER in the city of Wasit, to whom the Sufis had contracted 
some debts, was every day importuning them for payment, and made 
use of very harsh language The society was much distiessed at his 
reproaches, but had no remedy besides patience A holy man of their 
fraternity said “ It is easier to satisfy the appetite with a promise of food, 
than to put off the butcher with a promise of payment {P ) It is better 
to relinquish the favour of the great man than to suffer iiolence from 
his porter It is better to die for want of meat than to endure the 
importunities of the butcher ” 


TALE XI 

A CERTAIN gallant man was grievously wounded in an expedition 
against the Tartars Somebody said “ Such a merchant has an unguent, 
of which perhaps he might give vou a little were you to ask it*^ ’ The 
merchant was notonous for his parsimony {P ) If the sun had been on his 
table instead of bread no one would have seen light in the world until the 
day of judgment The gallant man replied “ If I ask for the unguent it 
is uncertain whether he will give it or not, and if he should give it, the 
effect IS doubtful On every account to ask of such a man is a deadly 
poison ” 
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{P ) Th*l wh»ch you ottim by etitreat) froai mean people may benefit 
tlicbc|^> but il inpiTd the wul and the Mgi-i Iw>e hkI " If the water 
of tmmoftahty for eiarapfc, w»« to be »oU m exchange for repulatm, the 
wt>e man vi-ooU not purchue it for an honourable death » prefcnble 
to a ditgraceful life If > ou cat coloc^'nlh from the hand o( a bod 
man, U u preferable to a fweetmeai gn-en by one who lias a crabbed 
countenance 


TALE XII 

A CERTAm learned man who had a large family lo lopporl, with 
sery scanty tneaas, represented ha case lo a great man. who entertamed 
a favourable opinion of Knn He disapproved of the appbcation, deemmg 
It unworthy of a man of tpml (f* ) When you arc dhsoluhcd with your 
fortune approach not your dearest fnend or you will turn h» pleasure 
loto sorrow When jou expose >our dalreii preserve a bvcly and 
tmiBag appearaoce he never fails in hr« pimurt v>'ho mamUm a joyful 
cotrateoance 

ft u said that the great man increased ht$ pension a filtfe but 
treated him with less respect than formerly After some Ume percerviag 
hts dtmmoOoa of affection, he uid (.P ) [ EmI u that food which 
y'ou obtain m the time of dutreas the kettle u mdeed upon thn hearth 
but ymrr repuUtioa u dtmimified He increased ray bread and lessened 
my hononr it ti better to be destitute of meanv than to suffer the disgrace- 
of sonclation 


TALE Xni 

A DarwuH bavmg a pressing want, somebody said lo hyn “Such 
an one has mconceivabk wealth, and were he apprized of year coadctiou 
he would not suffer any delay to happen m supplying you Ho 
answered I do not know him The other aid "I will conduct 
you and, takmg hold of hu (land, shewed the way to hu houa^ TTie 
Darwish on beholding one tiiung, who had a hangmg lip and a severe 
countenance, uid nothing, but returned The other asked what he had 
done He repDed “ I gave his bounty m exchange for bis run ” 
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) Elxpose not your want to one of a sour countenance, for you will 
be distressed by his ill-nature If you disclose the sorrows of your heart 
to any one, lei it be to him whose pleasant countenance will assuie you 
prompt payment 


TALE XIV 

There happened one year such a drought at Alexandria that men 
could not support it with patience, the doors of heasen were shut against 
the earth, and the lamentations of all creatures reached the sky (T ) 
There was neither bird, beast, fish, nor insect, which had not sent up its 
petitions to'hea\ en It is wonderful that the smoke of the aspirations from 
the hearts of all creatures should not have collected in the form of clouds 
and their tears been converted into an inundation of lain 

In such a year an hermaphrodite (far be such an one from oui friends')* 
as using words to describe him is contrary to good breeding, specially in 
polite company , but at the same time, it is not proper to pass him over in 
silence, because some people might impute it to the ignorance of the 
relator Therefore I shall abridge my meaning in the following verses 
From a little we judge of much , a handful is a sample of an ass-load 
0^ ) If a Tartar should kill that hermaphrodite no one could require his 
blood in retaliation, How long will he continue to resemble the bridge at 
Baghdad, which has water running under, whilst men arc passing over it*^ 
This person of whom I have given some description, was at that lime 
possessed of immense wealth amongst the needy he distributed gold 
and silver, and. provided a table for the entertainment of travellers. A 
company of Darvvishcs, pcushing with an ant, an ere inclined to have 
accepted jus invitation, and came to ask mj' adAice I dissuaded them 
from their inclination, and said 0* ) ‘‘ The lion an ill not eat the dog's 
IjaNings although he should perish aniiIi hunger in his den In the 
nicscnl case, submit to the pangs and craAings of liunger, and hold not 
up Aourhand to implore charilj from a mean an retch. If a man dcslitulc 
of Mituc should equal Faridun in Avcallh and poA\ cr, >et account him 
nobodN The Aaricgalcd Mlk and fine linen on lii" bad of a blockhead 
arc hr/'js laznji and gold on a ANall 
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TALE XV 

• 

They aiked Haum T6i if ht K»d evkr k«i or heard of any ptnon in 
the v-orfd more oobItTmndcd than Kirmcl/ He replied One day 
afta Kavmg wcnficed forly cameli I wtnl along vnlh an Arab chief lo 
the itjTt of a demt, \N*hete I taw a lahocrer who had made up a 
bundle of ihomi, whom I atked whylhe did not go lo the feait of 
Hf^tnn Tni, iQ whore table people wer lepairmg ro cro>N-d4‘’ He 
amweied (^ ) ** ^Vho50e^er eatelh bteii] /rom hij owti labour wiU 
not lubmit lo be under obhgaUon to H\uia T*i 1 coniidcred ihti 
rain at my lup rior tn generoiity and fiberafty 


TALE XVI 

Moses the pTOphel upon whom be peace » dafv.iih, who, for 
wanl of dolhe* had hidden hintelf m the und He aidx “Q Motor 
implore God lo berlow on me tubrnience lor 1 uj dntreiu 

Mote* prayed and God graated fun aiuilaoce day» after 
More* wai returning from perlormmg hirdevoyh* the Darwul 

apprehended and a crov.d of peopl gaiheTe4'®‘“'^ On inqiurmg 
what had happened lo him. they replied drunk wine I « maCe 

a drtlurbance and kitlcd a man now they m laiion. 

( I’ ) If the poor cal had wng the wculd pot ’ea'fo * rp^rtow a egg m 
the world if the donkey pctieu*d the tvo horai of 
not have allowed any I'erron to itaod neat hra^Q*^ ^ • mean^et 
•hoold happen lo get mto power h would I an Iwiit 

tfichandroftheireab (Morer-clnowW^-^ iheCreator 

of the Unnerie and aiked p.rd^ 'o* boldntr* ^repeatmF the 
foltowrap lent of the kmra rf Cod were lo oren b« Hotel of 
luWiilrtce for hn renanti. ct a Inrth they wo aid leb^lonthe eiilh ^ 
0\a« m»n whal fut! l^c^^drvle to preeipftalf (Svif f nlD deHrucHon " 
W ould lhal the ant liad not been ab’e to hy*) 

men a raran wTelch oStau,. pio'-iolioi and wra'in. cf a Ituln h 
requiret a thump on the head fi not thti the adage of a tjce It rreie 
b trf for the anl col to h»>e wmr» Our h asecljr fiOtr balh hcn*y 
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TALE XIX 

• 

I NE\XR compUit^ o( iKe riciiiitudc* of (ortoae dot murmured «i 
the ordinance* o£ Heaven, excepliog once when my feet iseie bare 
• and I had not the means of procniinc myself shoes I entered the 
great mosque at Kofah with a hcav) heart, when I beheld a man wl 0 
had DO feet 1 offered up prE.se and lhanhigivmg to God, for his 
botijQt> and bote wdlh patience the want of shoes (f’ ) A broiled 
fowl in the eyes of one who has sala&ed hii appetite, is of less, 
estimation than a leaf of salad on a dish bat to him who hath 
not the means of procuriog food a broiled tomip Is equal to a 
^ broiled fowl 


TALE XX 


A CCATAIH lung attended by some of hU ptinelpal nobility on a 
hunting r»rty In the wtnler was benighted at a long distance from 
aoj town Hanng dacovered the cottage of a peasant, the king 
^ said “Let us go there for the night, that we ma> col inffer ncon\e- 
nltnct from the cold ' One of the courtitrs repUtd ** U Is bentath 
the dignity of a monarch to take shelter In the cotbge of a mean 
Peatant we vnll riuh a tent on ihj spot, and light a fire The 
peasant being apprzed of the cficumitacce prepared such food as he 
could pro\Ide, which he broGghl, and presented to the klny and 
sibling the earth faid J “The Sultans h'gh dignity will not sufler 
^any degradsuon by this cocdetcentjon bat these gentlemen ate rot 
willing that the peasant t humble state should be exalted. The klrg 
approved cf hts speech and pasted the night n the cottage In the 
reetntrg. he bestowed on th* peaianl a diets and eaenry Heard that 
he accompanied tlie Ung s slimip a few pates, and la'd (/* ) "The 
kmg s dignit) and splendour fcaxe not lurered any dlmiCQUon hy 
hii CO nd Cl cent ton m sufTerlcg himself to be entertaaed under the 
fpeasant s rocf but the corner of the lUiUc s cap has been 
exahtd to the sun by such a mcutch tavirf osetsladowed h^ 
head’ 
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They tell a story of a horrible mendicant, who was possessed of 
considerable wealth A certain king said to him . ‘ It appears that 

you are exceedingly rich, and as I have a pressing demand, if you 
will assist me with a small sum out of your wealth, by -way of loan, 
when the public finances are in a flourishing state, I will repay you" 
He replied “ It does not suit the high d’gnily of the Lord of the 
world to soil the hand of ambition with money belonging to such a 
beggar as myself, who has collected it grain by grain ” He replied 
“ Don t distress yourself on that account, as I shall pay it away to the 
Tartars (Flltliy things are fit for those who are impure They say 
that dung does not make clean plaster, and we answer that we want 
it to stop dirty holes ) If the water of a well belonging to a Christian 
IS impure, what signifies this, if we use it to wash the corpse of a 
JCvv*^” I heard that he slighted the king s command, began to dispute, 
and to behave with insolence Whereupon the king ordered that the 
subject of disputation shou'd be taken from him with violence and 
reproach 

(P ) When an affair cannot be accomplished by kind treatment, it 
becomes necessary to effect it by harshness 

When a person is not ready to contribute of himself, it is proper 
that some one should force him 


TALE XXII" ^ 

I SAW a merchant who possessed one hundred and fifty camels 
laden with merchandize and fifty slaves and servants One night 
in the island of Kfsh, he entertained me in his own apartment, and 
during the whole night did not cease talking foohshly, sayiiigj “ I 
have such and such property in 7 urkistan. and such goods in Hindustan, 
these are the title-deeds of such a piece of giound , and for this 
matter, such an one is security ” Sometimes he would say . “ I have 

an inclmatlon to go to Alexandi a, the air of which is very pleasant?” 
then again. No, I wall not go, because the Mediterranean Sea is 
boisterous O Sadi, I have another journey m contemplation, and 


in] On the 8xcnEi.eNC\ of content iCnt So 

after I have performed that I wUl P»m iKe rcmarader of my 1 fe m 
TelirttnenE*»nd letre off trading I aiked Whtt Joornej ft wm 
H e repBed " I want to carry Pertian britmlone to China, >vherc f 
have heard it bean a very h’gh price from thence I vrfll tranaport 
Chmavrare to Greece and lake the brocade* of Greece to India nnd 
Indian iteel lo Aleppo the gUtrware of Aleppo I will con>ey to 
Yemen, and from thence go with »lnped clothi to Perifa after ish-ci 
I win leare off trade, and nt donn In my ihop He ipoke to much 
of this foolishness, that at length, being quite exhausted he said 
O Sadi, relate also somethuig of what you bav'e seen and heard 
1 replied (P ) “ Have you not heard that once upon a time a chief 

as he was travdimg In the desert of Ghur fell from his esmeP He 
said that die “ccrvctoai eye of the worldly man is either laUs^ed through 
contentment or wiQ ba filled with the earth of the grave 

TALE XXin 

I H£ARD of a c«r*a‘o nch min, who wu as nolonous for parsimony 
as H^dm T<i for liberality Hi* external form was adorned wnth 
wealth, but the meanness of h»s disposition svas so radicated that he 
never gave even a loaf of bread to any one he would Dot have 
bestowed a scrap on the cat of Abu Huraua nor thrown a bone to 
the dog of the companion* of the cove In short, no one ever saw 
hn door open nor hu table spread A Darwah never knew ha 
victaali, excepting by the smell no bird ever picked up any crumbi 
dial fell from bu table I heard that he was tailing on the Mediter- 
’anean Sea towards Egypt w ih all the pride of Pharaoh ]n ha 
imagination accordmg to the word of God “ until the time that he 
was drowned Suddenly a contrary wmd assailed the ship in the 
toaniKT as they have said (P ) ** ^Xffiat can the heart do that it may 
not accord widi yonr sorrowful duposiUon the north wind » not 
always fayourable for the ship Ho Ilf ed up the handi of imploraticrn 
and uttered ineffectual lamentations Cod hath said [“ Whea 
you embark on *hTp<, offer op your prayers unto the Lori ] 

(P ) Of what benefit will It be lo Ae servant In the time of need 
to hit up his hands In Imploradon wh.cb are extended during prayers 
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but when any favour is wanted are folded ' under his arnj^s Bestow 
comfort on others with silver and gold, and from tbence derive also 
benefit yourself Know thou, that this edifice of your s will remain) 
use therefore bricks of gold, and bncks of silver 

They have related that he had poor relations in Egypt, who were 
enriched with the remainder of his wealth At his death they rent their 
old garments and made them of silk and damasks In that same week, 
I saw one of them riding a fleet horse, with an angelic youth running 
after him I said (T ) “ Alas, if the dead man should return amongst 
his tribe and relations, the heirs would feel more sorrow in restoring hin 
his estate, than they suffered on account of his death ” On the strengtl 
of the acquaintance which had formerly subsisted between us, I pullec 
bis sleeve, and said (P ) “ Enjoy tliou, O good man of happj 
endowments, that wealth which the late possessor accumulated to nc 
purpose ” 


TALE XXIV 

A POWERFUL fish fell into the net of a debilitated fisherman whe 
not being able to hold it, the fish got the better of him, snatched the 
net out of his hand, and escaped (P ) A boy went to fetch water from 
the river , the flood tide came m, and carried him away The net, 
had hitherto always taken the fish, but this time the fish escaped, and 
earned away the net A hunter does not carry off the game every day 
but he himself may be killed one day 

The other fishermen grieved at the loss) and reproached him, tli^ 
havirg such a fish in his net he had not been able to hold it He replied 

Alas ' my brethren, what could be done Seeing it was not my lucky 
day, and the fish had yet a day remainmg A fisherman without lud 
catcheth not fish m the Tigris neither will the fish without fate expire on 
the dry ground ” 


TALE XXV 

One who had neither hands nor feet havmg killed a millepede, a 
pious man passing by said, “ Holy God ' although this had a thousand 
feet, yet, when fate overtook him, he could not escape from one destitute 
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^ofw vjik IT Arab 

Hi bne Eopiy. . » ^mc one r\ 

-= 0>ou,„d ,,t„ 

-.. brute teieraWrt & mao c^t*. 

' ' ou cionom*noim O all hii pttjpcrty wU 

bit turbwfu! lo take any tbne but h» blood ( !) U o 
'Y^cu/trei barp^ntobepoor nnafpoc noubal ht* dignity 
0 / aobfe b^ 1 ,^ ,bouW a Jew b« io ntli t> to dnve a 
f tberfii^^f thre*bo‘d do not on that account «l«tn bon 
e«l«D nad 

oobJe ^ 

TALE XXVII 


to a mendicant Are you not ajhamed to hoW out 
^ ^^ery aoidid wretch lo obtain a gram ol wlttt '* He 
Tour ba jj better to tlretch out the hand for a gram of filver 
-t^^bedj^ cut off for havmg itolen a dang and n half 
(ban I 


TALE XXVHI 

tell a itory of a wrestler who from advene fortune wb« reduced 
jrtrejmty of rauery With a craMog appetite and dealitute of 
AM of lubtuteoce he caroe complammg lo Im father andrcque*ted 
"^o travel, if perchance by the ilreogth of bn arm, he might be able 
iccoTBpluh hu wuH<a< TalenU aed tiali are of bo value vnthout 
ng exhibited they put /jg«*ima7ofx on the fire, and rub muik The 
her wid “ O »<ra, get out of your head tmpracttcable iroagiaabon* 
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and draw back the foot of contentmer* 

sages have said ‘ Riches are not to b* of safety, for tlie 
jmedy against want is to modcratW^ bodily exertion, buf 

.1 1 . r Iff i* \ XT 


sages have said Riches are not to b* or satel 
the remedy against want is to modcratW^ bodily exertion, bu! 
seize the skat of wealth by force, it is%® ) No one can 
of the blind with salve ' "If every hail anoint the eyes 
hundred accomplishments, they would possessed two 

unpropitious What can a strong but uaf(%®®''^ben fortune is 
fortune is better than the arm of strength ” W do ^ The arm of 

The son said “ O father ^ the advantage! 
recreation of the mind, prohtable attainmei 
to hear strange things, the view ^ 

the acquisition of hogainm f ^^^^"nient of 


aimugc uiings, rne view rne <« wonaers, and 

the acquisition of hogj,,n,^ ^^fainment of 4 of mankind, 

wealtl^h^.e of the wor/d formiJe increase of 

of m th/. 1 


are many, the^ 
vvonders, and 
of mankind. 


onnections, 
observed 
ir shop, 
a man 
for your 


weal^h^^e of the Cdd ^orrni 
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An ifQOtant ion of « ikIj man it tile lealhnicontjr ptumg current m a 
pujbcuJir J'ty but v»hicb in « foreign country no one vrtll recciic for 
u) thing 

ThmUy iheb aoiiful pntoa to whom iht hcMli of the tiiluoui ate 
ittcfinerf ret • htgh tifue on hn company *n<f conueftr it an honour (o 
<io bnn t*r\tcc According to the ttymg a little beauty 11 preferable 
to ^ai wraith a beautiful perton i* the bilro for a wounded heart, and 
B the bej of the locked door I?') The btauliful perion. whcrciorvcr he 
goer meet* with honour and retptct ev*n if hii father and mother ihoutd 
turn him out with dijpleaiure I law a peacock 1 feather in the leave* 
of aKor*iD 1 Mid 1 cooJider ihi* an honour much grealer than your 
quatrtj dererre* He replied Oc tilmt for who1oe^eThal beauty 
whererer he pirti h« foot doth not every ooereeme him vnlh rerpect 
The ton who 11 endowed v.*jih elegance and beaut) carrth not for hia 
father • anger He n a rate pearl, let him not retnam in the parent 
iliell and of a prectout pead every one vril! be (he purcham 
Fourthly A fwret (mger who with the throat of David arrerU the 
walenintherreourw and lutpendilhe bitdi in ihnr flight com quwilly 
by the poveer of Ku perfecUoo, he captwatcr the liearti of manimd m 
geflenh and the reltgioaj are dmroui of aiiocutmg with him My 
attention i> engaged 10 luieowg to a rwetl vokc who u lhi» beautiful 
perwo playing co Ihe double chord’ (/* ) How’ dehghtfu) « a tender 
and pUintne voice at the dawn of dav m the ear* of thore intoxicated 
vrrth level A tweet voice n betler than n beautiful face for the one 
gives temual debght, and theotlier nmgofatrs the soul 

Fifthly The m ec h aoie, who gams tubsntcnce by the labour of ha- 
arm. that bn good rume may no) be disgraced by the wont of bread 
Accordmg to thrt uymg of the wue 

(f ) * ff a mechanic goes a journey from his own cjly be suflen not 
di£cult) nor distress, but if the king of Nimrui should wander out of his 
kingdom, he would sleep hungry The aboxemenUoDcd quahu** wnich 
I have explained arc the means of nfiordmg comfort to the mind m troNxb 
hog and are the bestowers of sweet delight* but he who dots not possns 
them win enter the world w^lh vara expectations and no one will hear hi* 
isame, nor see any srgos of bun (f ) Whomsoever the revolution* o( 
Heaven m mafice affiict, the world betray* Tht pigeon who u not to 
i« htt not again fate conduct* to the gram and snare 



<90 


GULlSfAN 


[chap 


The son said “ O father, how can I contradict another maxim of the 
sages, which says ‘ The necessaries of life are distributed to all, yet the 
xiltainment thereof requires exertion, and although misfortune is decreed, 
It is our duty to shun the way by which it enters (P ) Although our daily 
bread doubtlessly may come to us, yet reason requires that we should 
seek it out of doors Although no one can die before it is decreed by fate, 
you have no occasion to run into the jaws of the dragon 

In my present situation, I am able to encounter a funous elephant, and to 
combat a devounng lion , and I have besides this inducement to travel, that 
I am no longer able to suffer indigence 

{P ) When a man falls from his rank and dignity, what 
has he more to concern himself about ^ He is a citizen of 
the world A rich man repairs at night to hjs palace, but wheresoever 
the darwish is overtaken by night, that place is his inn ” This he said, 
took leave of his father, asked his blessing, and departed At his depar 
"lure, he was heard to say ' The artist to whom fortune is not propitious, 
goeth to a place where his name is not known ’ He travelled till he arriv- 
ed on the banks of a river, so rapid that stones dashed against stones, and 
the noise was heard at many miles’ distance It was a tremendous water 
in which even water fowl were not in safety, and the smallest of its waves 
W'ould impel a millstone from the shore He saw a number of people 
sitting at the ferry, each of w'hom had a small piece of money, and they 
"were making up their bundles for the passage The young man, having 
-no money, used supplications, but witliout effect, they saying “You 
cannot here commit violence on any one, and if you) have money there is 
no need of force ” The inhuman boatman laughed at him and turned 
away sa3nng “ You have no money, and you cannot cross the liver by 
means of your strength Of what avail is the strength of ten men ^ Bring 
the money of one ” The young man, incensed at this sarcasm, wished 
‘to be revenged on him The boat had put off , he called out “ If you 
"Will be satisfied with this garment, which I have on my back, I will freely 
^ive it you ” The boatman, being greedy, brought back the boat 
Covetousness sews up the eyes of the cunning, and covetousness brings 
Isolh bird and fish into the net As soon as the young man’s hands 
were in reach of the boatman’s beard and collar, he dragged him towards 
■him, and knocked him down without ceremony One of his comrades 
-^stepped out of the boat to help him, but experienced such rough treatment 
that he desisted They both thought it advisable to pacify the young 
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jTun knA tenjjMmoutd liuft io* ibt (>»t Whea you icc 
fc pfftccAblc for « ptaceaWf dtipoiition tbol» A door of caalffolioa 
Dy iDBig jwftt vrord» and fenlioK^i* you nuy I »d »d olcphant 
vp’jlb » h*>r OppoK kmdncii lopm<ner>«i iW »H*rp *woni wlH not 
cut wfl tJk In apIjiBilron oIwhalhJidhippctKd ihfy f«U at hts f«l 
tnd after b«tovnng bypocnitcal hitn on hn K*ftd aad face bfoughi 
bw\ ttito iW l>04t and earned htm o\« untfl they camt to a ptlUr of 
Gfrcian buiWmg that itood in ibc mrfr wbm ibe Ixmiman cafkd out 
” The boat t» m djoger let ooc of jroo who h the tlfonf-^l arid niotl 
ccurafccu' get upon thii pHlar and lay held ol the boat • rope that we 
mjy »a^e iV vtirt! ’ The young man m the vanity of Krj itrength, of 
^'htch he Had boattfd thoushtfar of the offended heart of hw enemy paid 
no attcnlion to iKj» nuatm of the laget If yon have committed an offence 
lowirdi another and iSouIJ aficrwaidi confer a hundred Lrodvc j** 
ihjit not ifiJl he uJI forget to retaliate upon thee that nogleoffe^^ 
for the arrow may l< extracted from the wound but the kju of ujjry 
atifl rantle* »Q the heart ' 0* ) What exedfent adnee gatt \aktaiH la 
Khiftaahl ** H ycu ft xeicralehed your enemy do not consider youneU 
ule When from your hand the heart of aoollier hath suffered tf»)UTy 
cxp*ct not to be free from aSict*oa thyself Flng not a stone agamsl tbs 
■walli of fl castle, lest perchance a itooe may be thrown at you from the 
castle As soon as he had gathered the rope round his arm and had 
reached the (op of th^ pillar the boatman snatched the tope out of ha 
hand and drme forward the \eMel The helplen young man remained 
ailonnhcd for two days he suffered much datress, and underwent great 
hardship the thud day sleep ONttpowrred bon and flung him mto the 
nv-er After a day and a night be reached the shore wUh some small 
TfiTums of We He fed on leaves of trees and roots of grass, until he 
had somewhat reermted h« slreogth, when he bent hu course to the desert, 
and amred ibusly and hungry and famt, at a well He saw a number of 
people gathered round it who were dnnVnig a d/au^l of water for o 
small piece of money the young man havmg no money beseethed them 
for water which tfiey dtnyuig, he aliemptcd to oblam it by force, but in 
■vaov he tnocted some of ibcro down and beat them They at length 
loverpowercd bon beat bim unmercifully and wounded him 

A swarm of gnats will engage an elephant, notwithstandmfi all 
hii streniih and valour The htlle ants, ''“'hen they meet with an oppor* 
tunity wfll strip off the slun of the £crc fian — Sick and wounded, be fell 
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in with a caravan, which from necessity he followed In the evening thej’^ 
arrived at a place that was infested with robbeis He saw the people of 


the caravan trembling through fear, and looking as if they expected to die 
He said “ Be not afraid, for I am one amongst you, who will encounter 
fifty men, and other men will support me ” The men encouraged by his 
boasting, rejoiced at being in his company and they supplied him with 
victuals and drink The cravings of the young man’s appetite being very 
powerful, he ate and drank so much that at length the inner demon was 
quieted, and, being overpowered with fatigue, he fell asleep An old 
experienced man, who had seen the world, and was m the caravan, said' 

” O companions, I am more afraid of your guard than of the robbers, for 
they tell a story of an Arab, who, having collected together some money, 
would not sleep alone in his house, for fear of being robbed by the 
Luriyan, but got o-ne of his friends to stay with him, from the apprehen- 
sion he had of beingalone He stayed with him several nights, but as 
soon as he got intelligence of the dirams, he seized them, and made off 
The next morning, they saw the Arab despoiled and lamenting They 
asked what can be the matter, excepting that the thie\es may have stolen 
your money ^ He replied ‘ By God, not they, but the person who was 
the guard I never thought myself secure from the serpent, because I 
knew his disposition ’ A wound from the teeth of an enemy is most 


severe, when it is given under the semblance of friendship How do you 
know, my fnends, but that this young man may be one of the thieves, 
who by stratagem has introduced himself amongst us, in order that, when 
he finds an opportunity, he may give intelligence to his comrades'^ My 
advice therefore is this, that we leave him asleep, and depart The 
advice of the oJd man was approved by his juniors, and as they were 
suspicious of this strong man, they took up their baggage, and, leaving 
him asleep, departed The young man, when the sun shone on his 
shoulders, lifted up his head, and discoveied that the caravan was departed 
He wandered aboutt a long time witliout being able to find the roa 
Thirsl}'^, and without food, he laid his head on the ground, in a style of 
despondency “ Who will converse with me now that the yellow 
camels are departed*^ A traveller has no friend besides a traveller He 
IS the readiest to distress a traveller, %vho has not himself experienced the 
difficulties of tra\elling ” He %vas uttering this sentence, when the king s 
son having lost his attendants in pursuii of game, happening to come to 
the spot, overheard him, and seeing him of a good appearance, an >n 
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ilaUwittl aicumiUncei tiVtd (ion vfhtnce be wn untj Kent he came 
jhcre He gave a fhorl account o{ whal had befaflcti him and i le 
Cmg » >011, coraiuinonaimB hm on him a garment, and money 

and ordered a Inuty penco to accotapan) him and »e« him «fe to hta 
own aly The father wat rejojctd at the light of him. and thanked 
Cod for hu late return At mght he related to hn father what had 
happened m the boat, of the vtoknee of the boatman, and of the peaaanti 
and the treachery of the caravan The father laid "O wa’ did I not 
icH you, at the time ot your depaituie that the itrong but poor man hai 
hit hand tied and that bii foot, though reicmbimg the paw of a Irm u 
broken? What an ejcelletit laymc m that of the needy gUdialor A 
^ram of goW u worth mote then 6 fiy pound* of ilrenglh The ion 
replied “O father’ of a ttulK, vnthoui encorralcrmg dilhculiy you 
cannot acquire riche* and vnthout endangering yonr life you cannot 
y;im the victory o\-<f your enemy and wiihool lowmg iced, you cannot 
hH your barn 

** Don I yon percen'e that, m feturo for the IrtUe d.>Uei> that I lU^Tered 
how much wealth ! ha\e brought with m and for the tlmg that I endur 
•ed. whata itock of honey I ha e acquued ff ) Mthough we cannot 
enyoy more than Pro%ndence ha* a»*igred u», we oog it not to be neBPigenl 
0 acquvmg it If the diier were to thmk o| the jaw of the crocodje 
he would ncNer gel in hi* po*ie»Jion pteciou* pearl* The lower mOhlone 
doe* not moie, and therefore tutlamt a great weight What food can a 
ravenou* hon find m hn den’ What game can be taken by a hawk that 
cannot fiy? U you wait in your hoote for pro\ Jioni your hand* and feet 
vnll become a* thin a* ihoie of a ipider The father laid ** O wn. 
Heaven hat befneaded you thi» time and good fartune haa been your 
guide, to that yon haie been aWe to pluck the ro*e from the thorn, and 
to extiact the thorn from yoai loeA and a great roan met vruh yen 
pitied and enrehed you, and healed your broken ctaditjsn Bat luch 
inilnncei are rare ord wc ought not to expect wgidert* The hunter 
doth not alwayt carry o 3 tlie gitoe peichaoce hvmtdf may one day 
become the prey of the tig*r In like raanner it happened to one of 
the kingt of Pmia, who poHCWoig a nng set wrtli a valuable jewel 
went once oo a party of plcnture with lomc of ht* particular ajiocialc* 
t? Mutani-rShirdz, a d ordered that they ihould fix the nng oa the 
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dome of Azud, ■w^th a proclamation, that •whoe\ei shot an arrow througli 
the circlet of it, should have the ring It charccd there were at that 
time foul hundred experienced archers attendirg him, whose arrows aK 
missed but as a boy i\as playing on the terrace roof of the monastery, 
and shooting his arrows at random, the morning breeze conducted one 
of them through the ring The prize was bestowed on him, together 
with other nch gifts After this, the boy burnt his bow and arrows, 
and on their asking him why he had done so, he replied, “ that 
this my first repute may be lasting ” {P ) It may happen that the 
prudert counsel cf an enlightened sage does not succeed , and it may 
chance that an unskilful boy, through mistake, hits the mark with his 
arrow 


TALE XXIX. 

I SAW a Darwish, who, having seated himself in a caie, had given up 
wordly society, regarding neither kings nor princes {P ) \Vho‘’oever be- 
comes a beggar, wi’l be in want as long as he h\ es Forsake covetousness, 
and reign as a monarch, for the neck cf the contented man is exalted 

A certain king of that country intmated that, relying on his benevolence 
and humane dispos tion, he was inclined to hope that he would condescend, 
to partake of his bread ard salt The Shaikh consented the acceptance 
of such invitations being conformable to the custom of the prophet. 
Another time, when the king went to visit him, he arose, and embraced 
the monarch, and shewed him kmdness When the king was gone, one 
of the Shaikh’s camp anions observed, that such condescension towards,^ 
the king was contrary to rule , and asked what it meant He replied - 
“ Have you not heard the saying (■? ) At whosoever’s table you sit, 
you ought to shew him respect’ The ear may pass through life without 
listening to the sound of the drum, the flute, and the harp the sight may' 
abstain from the pleasures of the garden , the smell may be vigorous 
witl out the rose and the rasrin , if the pillow is not stuffed with feathers, 
sleep may be obtained with a stone imder the head ; and" if one has not 
his mistress for a bed-fellow, he may hug himself in his own arms, but 
the vile belly, when the intestines begin to grumble, has not patience 
for anything ” 
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CHAPTER IV 

ADVANTAGES OF TACITUBNITV 
TALE J 

I >A\D 10 out of ray ftKfldi royicU detmomcd to eb«ri.r 

•ilcnce, btou^e m comrmilion iWf Cftiiu-tMl> hippeni both food »nd 
ml, ibe eye of tn enemy obn^xei only lK»l vdivch » bad He 
**0 brother he i» tht bnt enetny who do« not tee the food 
(/ ) To the tmcoical eye virtue tt the jreatfit blemoK Sacfiti rodetd a 
rote but to the eye* of hiientnreth appear* a ihom The brother of 
ermirty nrt'er parreth by one who ti \rrlU9ai without accuting him of 
fibehood and tatnglory (The tpleodonr of the oib the fountain of hfiKl 
uh'ch iHuttunei iht* woild, appean dm lo d>c eye of the raefe ) 


TALE If 

A MCRCi LANT ha\ mg luSered a hu of a thouuod dtfifirt taxi to h» 
*oa ‘“too mutt oo< meflUon thu nutter to any one He aoivrered 
0 father U u your cotomaod, ood therefore 1 will not ipeak but pray 
idl m whatnlfvur of keepmf it *eael ’ He repfird " lo order that 
we may oot tuffer two miifortuoe* ooe. the lou of the money and 
the other the reproach of our ttetfhboun (f* ) Impart not your lorrow to 
yourencmic* for\heywil\ exclaim God avert the cnQI at the lam-* 
time that they will repice at il 


TALE ni 

A SENSIBLE young tnatL wdio had made eoiuiderable progm* la 
kaming and vrtlue y.'ii at the taroe time lo docreel that he wonld iit 
m the company of leanred men without uttermg a word Orcc hu father 
*atd to hnn My ron, why do you not alto ray tomctbmg of what you 
LnowT He replied I fear feit they ihoufd queiUon me about wmething. 
of which ! am\gnotant, whereby f thould loffer itame 
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(P ) “ Have you not heard of a Sufi that was driving some nails into 
ins sandals, when an officer, laying hold of his sleeve, said ^Come and 
shoe my horse Whilst you are silent, no one has any business with you, 
but when you speak, you must be leady with your proofs ” 


TALE IV. 

A MAN, famous for his learning, happened to have a dispute with an 
infidel, and finding that argument had no effect, he gave up the contest 
and retired Somebody said “ How happens it that you, who possess 
so much superiority m learning, virtue, and wisdom, are not a match for 
this infideP” He replied “ My learning is the Kurin, the traditions of 
the prophet, and the doctrines of the fathers, which he will neither hear 
nor believe, and what use is there in my listemng to his blasphemy ^ /To 
him who will not be convinced by the Kuran and the tradition,^ the 
proper answer is, not to answer him ” 


TALE V 

Galen, on seeing a blockhead lay hold of the co’lar of a wise man 
and disgrace him, saidt ‘*If this man had been really wise, matters would 
not have come to this pass with the ignflrant (P ) Strife and contention 
will not happen between two wise men, and a wise man will not contend 
with a blockhead If an ignorant fellow in his brutality speaks rudely, the 
Wise man will answer him with mildness Two wise men will not break 
a hair , it is the same case between an obstinate person and one of a mild 
disposition , but il they are both ignorant, they will break a chain ” 

TALE VI 

SaheiM-I-Wwil has been considered as unrivalled in eloquence, 
insomuch that if he spoke before an assembly for the space of a year he 
did not repeat the same word twice, and if the same meaning recurred he 
exorcssed it in a different form, and this is one of the qualifications for a 
courtier (P ) Although a discourse be captivating and sweet commanding 
belief and admiration, yet when you have once delivered it, repeat it not 
-again, fo; hen yoj have once eaten sweetmeats it is enough 
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TALE Vn 


I l(t9vR0« it^ieuy tiataooa ciafcit iS« oata iffio aac ct «pliis 
he h1>o bfcffli jptaUng waiu AtolSi nl»riujg *aJli tore the ducogtie 
u rndfd (^ ) ** 0 wn< man, » ditcotme hath* comrocftcrmenl and a 
coQchmoa Cootoxmd not one dttcotni arith aaoher Amanol mtue 
jodftntfil, and prudence »pe»h» not ttal3 there n itltnce 


TALE VllI 

SoML oI the reHanu o( the ‘'□Uia MaSitoJ auti Ham MumtnJi 
what the Uflg had ittd to Kiu about a certam *l!atr He antwered 
" Aie you aho acquitatcJ vr thil? Th*y icphed ** You arc the pnw 
mamtcf of the empue , whalorer ih lung »%>» to you, he do » not thjnV 
proper to letl to lueh prnotu *i we ate He icpli*d ” He tclU ft me 
in cem&dence, that I wS not declare it to arry one » why th o do ) ou aik 
racT (f’ ) The woe nun telli not what he Loowa it o not prudeol to 
»port with one I headby rereatmf th bogatecrcli 


TALE IX 

I XPA5 heutaUng about concladmg a bargain lor a home when a Jew 
aaid I am anoldhoui^older tnthatquarter m;;uire ol me the dacnp 
Iron of the home, and buy It, for ilhaa no fault 1 repUed “Excepting 
that you are one of the neiehbour*' ) A hour* from btmg m j'our 
oetthbourhood would be worth ten dmara of bad com but wt may 
entnum hope* that after your death li nuy fetch a thouuod 


TALE X 

A CERTAIN po*l went to the chief of a gang of robber* and recited 
'em* m hu prane He ordacd him to be ilrtpped of ht* clothe* and 
cipelltd the tillage The dog* attacking him m bi* rear he wanted to 
lake up tome iloaet, but they were frozen to Ore ground Thu* dulroied, 
he *a>d “ What a vil *cl of men are the*e who Wt loo*e their dog* 
and faitcn iheu ilonet-” The chief having heard him from a window 
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laughed and said “ O wise man, ask a boon of me ’’ He answered l 
“ I' want my own garment if you will vouchsafe to bestow it, a man 
entertams hope from those who are virtuous I have no expectation 
from your virtue, only do me no injury We are satisfied with your 
benevolence in suffering us to depart ” The chief of the robbers took 
compassion on him, ordered his garment to be restored, and added to 
It a robe of fur, together with some dirams 


TALE XI 

An astrologer entered his own house, and seeing a stranger sitting 
in company with his wife, abused him, and used such harsh language that 
a quarrel and stnfe ensued A shrewd man bemg apprized thereof, 
said {P ) “ What do you know of the celestial sphere when you cannot 
tell who Is in your own house 


TALE XII 

A PREACHER, who had a detestable voice, but thought he had a very 
sweet one, bawled out to no purpose You would say the croakmg of 
the crow of the desert was the burden of his song, and that the following 
verse of the Kuran was intended for him ** Verily, the most detestable 
of sounds is the braymg of an ass ” When this siss of a preacher 
brayeth it makes Persepolis tremble The people of the town on account 
of the respectability of his office, submitted to the calamity and did not 
think It advisable to molest him, until one of the neighbouring preachers, 
who secretly was ill-disposed towards him, came once to see him and 
said " I saw a dream , may it prove good He asked What did you 
see*^” He replied “I thought you had a sweet voice, and that the people 
were enjoying tranquillity from your discourse ” The preacher after 
reflecting a little on the subject said ** What a happy dream this is that 
you have seen, which has discovered to me my defect in that I have an 
unpleasant voice, and that the people are distressed at my preaching I 
have vowed that in future I will read only in a low tone (P ) The 
company of fnends was disadvantageous to me because they look on my 
bad manners as excellent , my defects appear to them skill and perfection. 
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ftiirnyjVfiih *a mjpudrnt and jnnting >b«ll pnni oul w) I-iult'’ 

A iKTion vdxwf dftrtj it vA. tlit't'n comtdm l*'»l defect to lUi emt of 
itnonrtct 


TAtE X!« 

A CD Tain Pfifoovrboimlonnn) pt«lt> the o^e of muxnro tn the 
moiqae of Sanjinjah K«d tuch a \otte ai dn^tted afl vt-ho beard it 
The ttlrndint of the tnoicpje an Amu a rood humane man, bemg 
unwiIfmE to odevd him, »-»»d Mr Jad, lha tnwque hat muairuu of 
\oogitandtnr each of ruhom Kai a mood Ijr itipend rf fhc duwti now 1 
Vrt!( me you Im dman to jo to anoiher place He a^rerd to ihii 
Pfopotal and wcqI away Some lime ahei he came to the Amrf and 
taid 0 ay lord, you mpeed tre m midtnr me away from (Ka station 
for tea dtanra for wbete I went they will eite ow iwtntr dmnri to rtmore 
to aoolhef place, to which I have not coti ented The Amtt laughed 
and said "Tale are, don t accept of the ofTer for they maybe wJhog 
to you hfly (fM Noone with a matiocL an soefleciually icrape oil 
clay from the face of a hard ttone as your ducordanl roice (unows 
irp the soul ” 


TALE XIV 

A MAN With a drsamc^hle toict was rcadioc the kor-m aloud, when 
a holy mao pasiisF by asked wbat was hu monthly stipend He aiu 
wered ** Nothmg at all He resumed *“ Why then do you lake so 
much trouble^ He itpbed I read for the sake of God The other 
rejomed: " For Cod s sake do not read (F ) for if you read the Kurin 
in thu manner you wS destroy the iptendour of IsUmmn , 
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OF LOVE AHD YOUTH 


TALE T 

Thi:y uked Hiuq Mitm>ncli *Hov. bippcni il tKat Sult^ 
Mahmwi, harmt iticli a number of hantLome tlaver lemarksble for iheir 
cxqmsUo bcnot}r Kat not inch t^ani anti afTtcboo (or any one o( them 
a* for ly&z, who ba« nothing cxtraorduury m bu appearance?'' He 
repGed " Whatever affectuhe heart appear* beautiol lo the iighl (2) 
On whomsoever the Suhilo pUcca ht* afteetona, allbough be doth 
everything that is bad yet he wSl appear seemly And him whom the 
king rqecu not one of the household w3l carets (I) Should any one 
look tmiaToortbly on another the beauty of Joseph would appear 
deforauty and if he casteth the eye* of desire on a demon be wiD »eem 
a chenih m hit tight 


TALE li 

They tcD of a certain great man who havmg a very beaoUfnl slav^ 
for whom he entertained a nttuoua affection laid to one of Kis fncnds 
" What a pity rt u that tbs slave, who u handsome, should be rude and 
insolent He replied **0 brother when you profess friendship look 
not for obedience at between the lover and the mistrest, the rdationship 
of matter and tmaat hat ceased ) When the roaster plays and laughs 
with ha beautiful handmaid what a the wonder if she coquets tn her 
turn and he bears the burden of her blandahmenU Uke a slave? The 
slave ought to be employed m carrying water and making bn^ he who 
a pa mp ere d becomes insolent 

TALE m 

I 5AV a religious man to captivated by the beauty of a youth, that 
hu secret became public, naomoch that he suffered reproach and uneasi 
neai however be did not rchnquah allachincnt atal said {P ) I will 
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not quit the skirt of your garment, although you yourself shou'd smite me 
with a sharp sword , besides thee I have neither asylum nor defqpce to 
you alone can I flee for refuge ’ Once I reproved him, and said “ What 
has happened to your excellent understanding, that mean mclmations 
should have been able to overpower it*^’’ After reflecting a short Ume, 
he replied {P ) ” Wherever the king of love cometh the arm of piety 
hath not power to resist him How can that poor wretch be clean who 
has fallen up to his neck in a quagmire‘s” 


TALE IV 

A CERTAIN person, havmg lost his heart, abandoned himself to despair 
The object of his affection being a place of danger, a whirlpool , not a 
morsel with which you could hope to gratify the palate , not a bird that 
would fall into the net — When your sweetheart will not look at your 
gold, that metal and earth appear alike m your sight — His friends 
besought him to relinquish this vain imagination, many besides himself 
bemg sefzed with this hopeless idea, and held m captivity by it He 
lamenting said (T.) Desire, my fnends, not to admonish me, smce my 
destiny depends on the will of anotlier Warriors kill their enemies by the 
strength of their hands and shoulders, but those who are beautiful destroy 
their fnends — It is not consistent with the laws of love through fear of 
death to relinquish our attachment to our mistress {P ) You who seek 
your own ease cannot be true m the game of love If you cannot obtam 
access to the object of your affection, fnendshlp demands that you should 
die in the pursuit (I persist, because no other course remams, even 
though my adversary covers me with wounds from a sword,or an arrow ) 
If I should be able I will seize her sleeve, otherwise I will go and expire 
at her threshold His relations, who wished him well, cind pitied his 

C 

condition, adminrstered'advlce, and fettered him, but without any benefit 
(P ) Alas ’ the physician prescribes aloes, whilst that sensualist requires 
sugar Have you heard what a mistress whispered to one who had lost 
his heart ^ As long as you maintain your own digmty, of what value shall 
I appear in your eyes They informed the king’s son, who was the 
object of his attachment ^^That there frequents this place, a young man of 
amiable manners and conversation, from whom we hear brilliant discourses 
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aad wooderfol mIUo of wil but vre apprcbend that be hat intamly m 
his hfpd, and that his heart i» lofiamedL for he has the appearanc of 
bemg (&tractedl> m love ” The pnnce tvho tnew himself^lo be the 
object of ihe joung man s altadimat. and lhal he had raised ihu dust 
of calamity galloped hit horse tosvards him When the youth iiwr that 
the FWce mtended to approach him, he wept, and said ) The 
person who inflicted the mortal wound it agom cocimg towards me it 
should seem that ha heart compassunateth him whom he hath sUm 
Notwitfastandmg, the pnnee shewed him great kmdncis and asked "From 
•whence come you what u your name, and what profession do you 
foUowT* The youth was so numersed m the profoundity of faeudship 
and attachment, that absolutely he was not able to tiUer a word 

) Although you know the seven poruona of the Kujan by heart 
when you become dntracied with lore, you irill not remember your 
alphabet The pnncesaid Why do you not speak to me, who am 
numbered amongst the Darwuhes nay am devoted to tbes semce? 
Bemg at length encouraged by (he faimbanty ofhts fneod s docoone he 
raised up hts head from the pdlows of affeebon and said (F ) ^ It n 
ivooderful how I can emst when admitted to your presence, and lhal 
having beard your voice I should be able to reply Havmg lasd thus, 
he uttered an exclamation and surTcndered fus tool to God It would not 
be surprisag, if one should be kiDed at the gate of hu beloved, but 
U would be astonishmg if he came there alrve and brought back hts soul 
in safety 


TALK V 

There was a catam youth of most exqumte beauty to whom his 
tutor through the frailty of human nature, became so altoched that he 
never threatened or rebuked him as be did in the case of other children, 
and •wbenevet he saw ban alone he used to say ) My mmd n not 
so weakly engaged in the contempUtioa of your heavenly face, that I can 
preserve any recoDccbon of myself I cannot restram my eyes from 
beholding you allhou^ I perceive the arrow that comes directly agamsl 
me. Once the youth said I entreat you to give the same attention to 
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behaviour as you bestow on my studies, and if you should deem any 
part of my conduct reprehensible, apprize me thereof, that may 
endeavour to change it ” He replied “ O my son, require this of some 
one else, for the eyes with which I view you, see nothing but virtues 
(P ) ‘‘The malignant eye, which I wish may be tom, out, regards every 
virtue as a blemish , but if you have only one ^’excellence and seventy 
faults, the friend will perceive nothing but that single virtue ” 
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TALE VI. 

I REMEMBER that one night one of my dearest friends entered the door 
when I was so impatient to receive him, that, in rising from my seat, the 
lamp was extinguished by the sleeve of my garment (P ) There appeared 
in a vision, a resplendent form, whose brightness illumined the darkness 
of the night I was astomshed how my good fortune could have bestowed 
such a treasure — He sat down, and began to complain that, at sight of 
him, I had put out the lamp I replied “ I thought it was stmnse , and 
as the wits have said, (-P •) If an ugly person should stand before the- 
csindle, arise and smite him in the midst of the assembly, but should it 
prove to be one whose smiles and whose lips are sweet, lay hold of her 
sleeve, and put out the light ” 


TALE VII, 

A PERSON who had not seen his fnend for a long time said “ Where 
have you been, whilst I was so anxious to hear of you ” He answered 
“ It IS better to’'desire than to loathe ” (P ) “You have come late, O 
mtoxicated idol , I will not let you escape from me again quickly It is 
however, better to see a sweetheart after mtervals of absence, than to be 
satiated with a continuance of her company — The mistress, when she 
comes accompanied by my rivals, can only do so to torment me, because 
such society must excite en-vy and contention (When thou comest to 
visit me accompanied by my rivals, although you appeal peaceable, yet 
your intention is hostile ) 

(P ) If my mistress associates with my rival only for an instant, I 
shall soon die of jealousy ” Smiling, he replied “ O Sadi, I am the 
candle of the assembly, what is it to me if the moth will consume itself*^’ 
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TALE Vm 

I REWEMBE3<. ihal m fonner tunc* I nwocaUd to conlmualiy xTith a 
froiMi, lhat we were lie a double almond A )oiimey unexpctledly 
happened ”Wh«i 1 retnmd be began to itpioach me lor havmg 
been »o long ab*ent wilhool tendmg a meMcoger I replied ^ It 
•eemed dHtrewing to me, lhat the cye> of a mc**ctigcT ihotiid be 
enltghlencd by your countenance, whilil I wa* deprived of lhat 
happroeti. (P ) Tell my old fnend not to rropote a vow upon me, 
for I would not vow to Te\mt)unb him, not from the dread of a 
sword, I cannot endure the ihoughu of any one seeing you to satiety 
Again I say it h tmpoMible for any one to be labated with your 
company 


TALE IX. 

I SAW a leaned man captivated by bis attachment for a person, and 
subnuttiog with incredible patence to hu mtolenl behaviour Once, by 
way of admonibon, I said to him " 1 know lhat there u uolhmg crttnmal 
m your altachment to Kts person and that this friendship is founded 00 
p ore virtue > reverthdess, it is unbecoming the dignity of a learned man 
to expose himself to calumny and to sufo msult from rude people ' He 
rephed “ O fneod, cease to reproach my destiny for I have frequently 
reflected 00 die subjea you meutitm and End rt easier to suffer mjury 
on ha account than to relinquah him and the sages have said that it is 
easier to rccocale the heart to labour than to refuse your eyes the sight 
of a beloved object (f’ ) Whosoever hath given his heart to a beloved 
object has pat his beard mto the hands of another (2) If he, without 
whom you cannot live should conumt violence; you must s\ibinit to iL 
(0 A deer with a halter round ha neck cannot go where he pleaaetL 
One day I said to him “ Beware of diu fneod, and many ttmrt tuice 
hare I nnplored forgiveness. A lover cannot abstam from the object 
of hn affection I have placed my heart under her direction, whether 
she caGi me to her m kmdness, ot rejects me with seventy it u her 
pleasure. 
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TALE X. 

In ihe season of my youth it happened, as you know, that I fortned a 
stnct intimacy with a handsome youth, because he had a melodious 
voice, and a form beautiful as the full moon just appeanng above the 
horizon — The down of his chm seemed nourished by the water of 
immortality , whosoever beheld his sweet lips, tasted sugar-candy It 
happened that I discovered something in his behaviour that did not accord 
with my disposition, whereupon I quitted his company, and taking up the 
pieces from the game of friendship, I said {JP ) “Get away and go where 
you please , if you will not follow my advice, take your own course ” As he 
was departmg I heard him say “ If the bat does not choose to associate 
with the sun, the splendour of the luminary will not thereby be diminished ” 
Havmg said thus he set out on a journey, and I experienced inuch 
disquietude at the separation. (The opportumty of intercourse was lost 
No one knows the value of pleasure until he has suffered adversity ) 
(P ) Return thou and put me to death, for to die in your presence is 
better than to live in your absence — However, by the blessing of God, 
after a time he returned He had lost the melodious voice of David, and 
his beauty, that had resembled Joseph, was faded, his chin being covered 
with dust like the qumce, so that the incomparable splendour of his beauty 
was obscured He expected that I should have caught him m my arms > 
when, stepping aside, I said . (P ) “At the time tliat you flounshed m the 
flower of youth, you drove away those who wished to behold you, but 
now you return in peace, with the lines of manhood in your countenance 
The verdant foliage of spring is become yellow Put not the kettle on 
the hearth, for our fire is cooled- How long will your pnde and vamty 
last^ Reflect that the season of your power is elapsed Go to him who 
wants you, sport yourself with tliose who are willing to buy you It 
has been said that verdure is delightful m the garden, and he who says 
thus knoweth it , or, m other words, the down on the chm of youth is 
what we admired , your garden is a bed of leeks, which the more they 
are plucked out grow the stronger 

You departed last year beautiful as a deer but are returned spotted 
like a leopard Sadi admires the down of youth, and not haus hke a 
packmg needle Whether you allow your beard to remain, or pull it 
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out, ilH ihe «*wn of youlh will pM$ away If I had luch pov^tr orer 
iny*bfe ai yoo ha%e ora >out Ward, U ihmjld n^vcr dcparl unld ihe 
day of murroclvon I atkcd bun ** What i» become of the btauty 
of j'cijT face, that onU are tprong «p round the raoon ? 

He iroiled and * ** I know not wbal has bcfaHen my face 

aceptoi that 1 am m moumng for my departed beauty ” 

TALE XI 

THEYadced one of the tnhabttanu of Baghdad htsopmioci of haodtome 
youth* He replied ^ No good u to be found amongst them a* long ai 
they appear delicate for then they are uuolcnt but when they become 
rou^ (bey are courteous or m other worrii whOit Kaodtonae and delicate 
their b^Niour iS rude when they Wcome rough they are kmd and 
friendly (P ) The youlh wbiUt Ka face conlmuc* wnooth, bai btUer 
words and a morote dtrpoitbon when hu Ward appear* and he t» 
•amved at manhood, be mtiea wPb aocaety and eulUeate* (nenddup 

TALE Xn 

They asked a learned man " If a man t* ailtmg m a leoret place 
wuh a Wantiful gtrl, the door* tbut, and the nraU asleep, the passions 
mflamed and lost rasmg, as the Arabs uy the dales npe and the 
watchman not hmdenng. whether he thought hi* \ jrtuc^ would protect 
hanT He repSsd “ U he escapes from the btautdul gnl he will 
not escape from alandeicr*. 

(P ) “ If the man has not «uicted bw passams to oretcomc Krs virtue 
ycl the fttipiootii world will think ill of him One may perchance 
restrain bs passion*, but he wiQ oot be able to curb mm 1 tongues 

TALE Xin 

T HEY shut up a aovY m the same cage with a parrot, who distressed 
at the other s ugly appearance, wa» aaymg What u thw detcttable 
countenance, thr* oefiou* form, this cuned object with unpolahed manner* T 
(Thou crow of the desert I would to God we were u fat asunder as the 
-east a from the west ) (f’ ) Whosoever should behold your face when 
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he IS rising, it would convert a goodly morning mto a dark evemng Such 
an ill-fated wretch should have a companion like yourself ; but where la the 
world can your equal be found ?” What is most strange, the crow was 
equally distressed by the society of the parrot, and lamenting his fate, 
complained of the vicissitudes of fortune, and, rubbing the claws of sorrow 
one against the other, was saying * What ill luck, what mean fate, 
what a reverse of fortune* It suited my dignity to be strutting 
on a garden wall in company with another crow — It is sufficient imprison" 
ment forjja holy man, that he should be compelled to associate with 
profligates — How far have I sinned, that in punishment thereof my hfe 
should be spent in company with such a worthless conceited prattler^ 
{P ) No one will approach a wall on which your picture is painted If 
you had admittance into paradise, every one would prefer hell to your 
company ” I have brought this example to shew that, how muchsoever 
men of understsindmg may despise the ignorant, these are a hundred times 
more distressed in the company of the wise 

(P ) A devotee, being at a singing party m company with some 
profligates, one of the beauties of Balkh said to him “ If you are 
displeased, don’t look sour, for you are bitter enough to us already In 
an assemblage' of roses and tulips, you resemble a dry stick placed m the 
midst or like a contrary wind, or intense coldness, or driven snow or 
frozen ice ” 


TALE XIV 

I HAD a friend with whom I travelled many years , we ate our bread 
and salt together, and enjojed the nghts of friendship to an uncommon 
degree Afterwards, on account of some paltry advantage, he suffered 
me to be displeased, and our intimacy ceased But notwithstanding this 
difierence, thefe still subsisted a cordial attachment on both sides , for I 
heard that he was one day reciting in a company these verses of mme : 

When my mistress comes with sweet smiles, she adds more salt to the 
wo-tind how happy should I be if the tips of her rmglets could fall mto 
my hand, like the sleeve of the liberal man mto the hands of the poo^r*^” 
A numben of friends who were present praised the verses, not for any 
merit that they possessed, but from the generosity of their own dispositions , 
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ht etioIW ihem more Aio iojr «»c. •«!. iccrtllm^ iKc Ion ot a loar 
trtablUhed fricndtKip tonfctttj that he had be'tt lo bl**nt Pacimng 
ihil Se wii mtlmtJ to f*coac3v«tioa I icnl ihs* ren*i and made peace 
arth hrn " W«i there not’ a treaty of fidelity b lw*-n u^ that yoo 
offended tn a’ad »S*w*d mi wint of affectioa? I quitted jX'cl) and fixed 
my h art on you, not lorpxtttj that you wju d lo loan liav changed 
But now d you art mdmid to p ac„ return and you »hall b d arer to 
ret vKai you wet ^ fort ** 


TAtE XV 

A Ft3t50't batreg a^andiotn wait who Ji d,htt moJatr a d»CTcpit 
old womio, for the ttVc of the dower rrttlcd aa hn houj He war 
teared lo d ith by her tocHy but on accotual o( ih dowref he bad no 
remedy for the cral One of ha acquunUnce arked him how be found 
htmielf «ac ht* i-parauon from hi* d ady bdored wa'e H repbed 
"*Not leemf my wife i« not lo dalrenng at the tight o' h** moJier 
(P ) The r«t t* ploekcd, but the thoro remam# Tbe> hire earned off 
the trearure, but the mate remarta- It n bnict lo »*e ooe t eye fixed on 
the pomt of a rpear than to looV at the face of an enemy It n better 
to break off a ihoutand frtendihtpt than lo eodure the eight of a eisgle 
enemy " 


TALE XVI 

I RECOLLECT that m my youth, as I wa* patmg through a etreet, I 
catt my eyes on a btauldtd gnl U was m the Autumn, when the heal 
dried up al! moisture from the mouth, and the sulliy wmd made the 
marrow boH m the bones, so that being unable to support the sons 
povrerfut beams I was obliged to take shelter under the ihode of a wall 
in hopes that some on would relieve me from the dulresting heal of 
lumniCT and quench my ihinl with a draught of water Suddenly from 
the shade of the porlreo of a house Ibdield a female form, whos_ beauty 
It u tmposiible for (he tongue of eloquence to describe insomuch tUal it 
seemed as if the dawn was rawg w the obscurity of night, or ns if the 
wjler o' mmartabty was niuing from the land of darkness* She held 
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m her hand a cup of snow water, into which she spnnkled sugar, and 
mixed it with the juice of the grape I know not whether what I perceived 
was the fragrance of rose water, or that she had infused into it a' few 
drops from the blossom of her cheek In short, I received the cup from 
her beauteous hand, and, drinking the contents, found myself restored to 
new life (The thirst of my heart is not such that it can be allayed with 
a drop of puie water, the sti earns of whole rivers would not satisfy it ) 
(P ) How happy is that fortunate person whose eyes every morning 
may behold such a countenance He who is intoxicated with wine will 
be sober again m the course of the night , but he who is intoxicated by the 
cup-bearer, Wili not recover his senses until the day of judgment 

TALE XVn 

In the same year that Sultan Mahmud Khwarazm Shah, for some 
weighty reason, made peace with the Kmg of Kathay, I entered the 
mosque of Kashghar, where I saw a boy of incomparable beauty, and 
remarkably elegant in his form, such as those who have been thus described 
“ The master perfected you in bold and captivating manners, in tyranny? 
blendishment, forwardness, and severity I never saw any mortal possessed 
of such beauty, such temper, sucli stature, and accomplishments, but 
you may have been mslructed by a fairy * He held m his hand the 
introduction to the Syntax of Zamakhshan, and wa^ repeatmg Zaid 
struck Amr, and became the injurer of Amr ” I said “ Young man, 
Khwarazm and Kathay have made peace , and does there still continue 
the contention between Amr and Zaid*^” He laughed, and asked where 
I was born? I answered at the blessed town of ShiraZ He asked 
“ What have you of Sadies compositions^” I replied in Arabic' “ I am 
enamoured with the student of syntax who attacks me as furiously as 
Zaid does Amr, and is so intent on repeating his lesson, that he lifts not 
up his head,'’for how can the disdainful person look upon others'^” He 
replied ^^The greater part of his verses to be met with m this country are 
in the Persian language if you would repeat some of those we should 
more readily comprehend them Speak to men according to their capacity ” 
(P) Whilst you fix your attention on syntax, our mmds are bereft of 
reason, alas, thou ravisher of hearts, I am thinking of you only, and you 
are engrossed by Amr and Zaid — Probably some of the caravan had 



or UAC AND \OLTII HI 

lo)d Kim \hil I WM Sadi, for on iKc moming o( our departure 1 tt^y, hnn 
come ruimrog he iKcvrcd kindite** and Umcnlcd tn> dqiarture 
aymg How v^ai U thal you thould have been to long vnihout 
lellmg me lhai you art Sadi m order thal I might have rendered 
you -cvciy rmice m my powerT I aoiwtred that 1 had not po\’.eT 
to diico\et mywUmhtt prcKnce He added “ Whal objection can 
there be to jour rctrumtng here, and favounng in vsnih your 
company a few diya Ion er’ I rq)iied *^1 cannot on account 
of the following mcident, which once btfcl me (^ ) I raw 
m the roouatam a wi*e man, who having retired from the world, dwell 
m a cave I uVmg why he did not frcquml the city to rclrevc his mmd 
he replied There dwell many of exqimttc beauty and what ihete u 
much cUi the elephants lose Uicir fooling After malmg this speech 
we mutnally bused, and bid each other adueu What benefit n there in 
kming the cheek of a fneod at the tmtant that >ou are bidding Kun 
adieu’ It rt like an apple with one cheek red and the other >ellow If 
I die not of gnef oa the day that I bid adieu you will not consider m 
farthful m friendship 


TALE XVllL 

A Daripish accompanied me ra the caravan to Mecca, on whom one 
of (he oohles of Araba had bestowed o hundred dmon for the support 
of hu family Suddenly a band of robbers ol the tnbe of Khafichih 
attacked the caravan and plundered rt of everything The merehanti 
began to cry and lament, and uttered useltas compUmls — Whether you 
supplicate, or whether you complain, the thief will not restore the monej 
The Daiwnh was the only exception he remaiamg unshaken and not at 
aD affected by the adventure I said to him Perhaps they have not 
taken your moocy He answered “ \ es, they earned it off but I was 
not to fond of it as to be distressed at losmg rt (P ) A mad ought not to 
fix his heart on any ihmg, or penon because it u a difficult matter to remove 
the heart therefrom I replied ‘'Your words suit my orcumslances 
ecaclly for m my youth I contracted a friendship for a young man, with 
so warm an attachment, that hu beauty was the Kiblah of my eyes, and 
his society the chief comfort of my life. (P ) No mortal on earth ever 
possessed so beautiful a form perhaps be was an angd from heaven 
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After his decease, I swore never again to cultivate fnendship, because 
no other mortal can ever equal turn — His sudden death overwhelm^/i his 
family in the deepestiaffliction I sat at his grave for many days, and this 
13 one of the sentences which I uttered on the loss of him {P ) ‘ Would 
to God that on the day when fate overtook thee,'^the hand of destiny had 
aLo smitten me with the sword of death, that I might not thus have been 
left to behold the world without thee Alas • here am I on your grave, 
whilst 1 {Wish that my head was buried m the earth ’ 

He who could never take rest until he had spread roses and narcissuses, 
through the vicissitude of hea\en the roses of his cheek are scattered 
whilst thoirns and briars grow over his grave After a separation from 
him, 1 came to a fixed determination that during the remainder of my 
days, I would fold up the carpet of pleasure, and abstain from society 
(1 ) It would be profitable to explore the ocean, but for the dread oif the 
waves The society of the rose would be delightful, but for the fear of 

thorns (2) Yesterday I walked proudly as the peacock in the garden 
of society J but now, from the absence of my fnend, I am contorted like 
the snake ” 


TALE XIX 

Thc\ related to one of the kings of Arab a the story of Laila and 
Majnun, and the natu c of his insanity, that whilst endowed with eminent 
\irtucs, and possessing uncommon powers of eloquence, he had abandoned 
himself to distraction, and retired into the desert The king ordered him 
lo be brought before him, and when he came, reproachfully asked him 
what he had seen unssorlhy in human nature, to have induced him lo 
a< umc the manners of the brutes, and to relinquish the pleasures of society’ 
Majnun v.epl And ■^aid ‘ Many of mj friends reproach me for my love 
of Lail I will thej ne\cr behold her charms, that m> excuse may be 
accepted'' Would lo hcaacn that lhc> who blame me for my passion 
could "ec ih} face, O thou ravisher of hearts, that at the sight of thee 
the) mirhtbr confounded and inad\erlcntK cut their hands instead of 
the lemon ” I he hug being cunous lo behold her bcaulj, that he might 
be nb'e to judf-e of the form which had occasioned so much calamit). 
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onJftrd twT ta b bioucbt Tbfr * *mon% ibr /Vabun (am tm 

and barton found hw broujtM br» btfoie (Hr Itnt, 03 (Hr cmnlyard of 
ihr- |vaUcr Tbf Ims conlrnjpUtrd bn opprarincr and UbfIJ a prtmo 
o( dart vnaV (ottn. mtomoth ibat (k (KoapJil bn »o 

coolraplibfr ibauHr laran ilamant of hw hucm impaitrd bn tn b'-auljr 
and rlrpaW' Majaun, ba\ tftS r>n»nra(ion rt»otd> to di«ovn vrbat wa» 
panme n ibr Ime* mmd uid O Im? the brauty of LaO' man bt 
»wj xtiH ibe ryn of Ntainon Tbouha»t fw> compau>ontm my dtiotdcr 
Tn> compatnon aboold br aifreted arith (be Mine mafady (Hat I mi^t fit 
all day irpraltnE my (air to litm, for Ivro pmn of wood bam loctlbn 
wrh a brrbtfi ftanw Tbr dneounr cooenmns the ' rrdaftt pUm. wHtcb 
bai reached my ran bad ihr biTca oo ihat plam heard jt, iHry woald 
ha\e jomed thetr complamti with mine O my (nmd wy lo them who 
are Ittr ((om lo% c, O wr that you V»»rw what parwt ro the heart of 
* lo%et (f* ) The paw of a wotmdaffnunot lliow who are u> htallH f 
will not dwelow my rmf bat (o thow who have laited ihr ume aflbtlron 
ll were frwlleii to uH of a hornet to them who nmn frii the flmg 
^Vh^!ll thy mtod u cot affected lilr mine the rtUttn; of my lonow »et*n» 
onfy an »dk (ale Compare not my aocunh to the cam of anolhef 
min he only Koldi the loU n Im hamh but it w ! wno liear (he wound 
JO my body 


TALE XX 

They tell a itory of a K4a of Hamadin that he wai enamoured 
wrth a famer a beautiful child to fuch a decree that hu heart was 
inflamed by h» panvon, like a Itormhoe red hot w a forte For a long 
time be anffered great toqutetude. and wat runnms about after her m the 
manner which Kai been defcnbed Thai italcly ciyireat coming into 
my tight ha* captivated my heart and depmed me of mj atreogth ao 
that I be proiiralc at her feet Thoae nuichievoua cyea drew ray heart 
mto ihtinare- If you wnh to preserve your heart, ahul your ejet^ I 
cannot by any roeaoa get her out of ray ihoughl I nro the snake with 
n bivmed head \ orarrot turn myaclf hhavc beard that abe met the 
Mil w the alretl, and aomelhfng havmg reached her eon concerning 
him, abe waa dopleaied beyond meaaure; and abuaed and reproached 



GUWSTAN 


1 14 




him without mercy, flung a stone, and did everything to disgrace him* 
The Kazi said to a respectable man of learning who was in his company : 
“ Behold that beauteous gul, how rude she is ; behold her arched eyebrow, 
what a sweet frown it exhibits ^ In Arabic they say, that a blow from the* 
hand of her we love, is as sweet as raisins To receive a blow on the 
mouth from tliy hand, is preferable to eating bread from one’s own hand ” 
Then again she tempered her severity with a smile of beneficence, as kings 
sometimes speak with hostility, when they inwardly desire peace 

“ Unripe grapes are sour, but keep them a day or two and they will’ 
become sweet ” The Kazi, havmg said thus, repaired to his court- 
Some well-disposed persons, who were m his service, made obeisance,, 
and said That with permission they would represent a matter to him, 
although it might be deemed impolite, as the sages have said, it is not 
allowable to argue on every subject , it is criminal to descnbe the faults 
of a great personage ; but that in consideration of the kindness which his 
servants had experienced from him, not to represent what to them appears 
advisable is a species of treachery The laws of rectitude require that 
you should conquer this inclination, and not give way to unlawful desires, 
for the office of Kazi is a high dignity, which ought not to be polluted 
with a crime You are acquainted with your mistress’s character, and' 
have heard her conversation 

“ She who has lost her reputation, what cares she for the character 
of another‘s It has frequently happened that a good name acquired in 
fifty years has been lost by a single imprudence " The Kazi approved 
the admonition of his cordial friends, praised their imderstanding and’ 
fidelity, and said “ The advice which my friends have given, m 
regard to my situation, is perfectly right, and their arguments are 
unanswerable Of a truth, if fnendship was to be lost on oilr giving 
advice, then the just might be accused of falsehood Reprehend me as 
much as you please, but you cannot wash the black moor white F 
cannot forget you m any way, I am a wounded snake, I cannot help coiling 
about Havmg said thus, he sent people to enquire how she did, and 
spent a great deal of money, according to the saying “ He who has- 
money in the scales, has strength in his arms , and he who has not the* 
command of money, is destitute of friends in the world ’’ 
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Wbojmf Ktt motx) lowtn Kh bc*d hie ihc be*m oI the kaIcs 
vi-htc^ ilDopi illKougH il be midc o( ifws To be bnel ooe m^l be 
obUmed a medac m pmale, tod tKeSupenoicodcnlof ihe Potice vrai 
tmtnediatd^ udormed o( the oreureiUnce tK*l the hv^ri ^Mcd the vdiote 
wsbnn drmVme viine and tcmdlmg ho mottew He wi« to® Kapp) lo 
ilctp and wa» rapng ** That the cock had &oi eiovrcd that night at 
the usual hour The Inter* were not yet aaln&ed with each other * 
company the cbedii ol the mirttei* were ihming between her curlmg 
imgleU bke the tTor> ball m the ebony bat m the game of Chaugan In 
that uutant when the eye of enmity a asleep be thou upon tlie watch 
lest tome nmcKance befall you undl you hear the mnaim proclatmmg 
the boor of prayer or the *ouod of the ketile'drum frore the gale of the 
palace of At&bak, it would be fooltthoot to cea>e lusmg at the aowmg 
of the footoh cock — The Kan wa* m iho luualion, Vilien one of the 
terranU entering *aid ^ Why ate you tmmg thm? An*e and lun a» 
fan u j-otir feet can carry you, for your cnemses hart laid a tnare for 
you nay they hate uid the truth But whilil ihu Ere of ilnie b yet 
but a spark, extngutdi it with the water of good managetoenl* for it 
may happen that to-morrow when rt breaks out mio a flame, it will 
spread throoghout the world The KazI, tmilrag looked on the ground 
and Hid f/’ ) " If the hon Isa* ha paw on the game what ngmfie* it if the 
dog should come Turn your face toward* your nunrew, and let your 
rival bite the back of hi* hand " That very night they earned mtelfigeoce 
to the kmg of the wickednett which had been committed m hu doimoiocu, 
and begged to know hi* command* He anjwcred “ I be&re the Kizs 
to be the most learned man of the age and it u possible that dm may 
be only a plot of hu cnemie* to injure him 1 wHI not grre oedh to thu 
»tory without I see proof* with mioe own eyes, for the Hges have 
utd He who qmeUy lay* hold of the iword m Kn angenwiD gnaw 
the back of hi* hand through »onow '* 1 heard that, at the dawn of 
day the kmg with tome of hr* pnncqial courters came lo the (CEzP* 
bed-chamber He hw the candle butnaig. and the mistrm iitUng down 
with the wme spilt, and the glass broken, and the Kha stupched between 
sleep and mioicatjon lost lo all tense of hi* exiitcace The kmg 
fcmdly awaked hun, and Mfds Get up for the sun 1 * men The 
hjfzi perceiving him, asked * From what quarter hu therm nsen^ 
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The king answered “From the east” The Kazi replied, “ God be 
praised’ tlien the door of repentance is still open” Accordingj,to the 
tradition, (the gate of repentance shall not be shut against the servant 
of God, until the sun shall rise in the west, adding, “Now I ask pardon 
of God, and vow to him that I will repent ) These two things have led 
me into sin, ill fortune and a weak understanding If you seize me I 
deserve it, but if you pardoa me, forgiveness is better than vengeance ’ ’ 
The king said “ Repentance can now avail nothmg, as you know that 
you are about to suffer death (F ) What good is there m a thiefs’ 
repentance when he has not the power of throwing a rope into the upper 
story Tell him who is tall not to pluck the fruit, for he of low stature 
cannot extend his arm to the branch — To you who have been convicted 
of such wickedness, there can be no hopes of escape The king having 
said thus ordered the officers of justice to take charge of him The Kazi 
said “ I have yet one word to speak to your Majesty ” He asked 
What is it’^’ He replied (F ) “As long as I labour under your 
displeasure, think not that I will let go the skirt of your garment Although 
the crime which I have committed may be unpardonable, still I entertam 
some hopes from your clemency ” The king said “ You have spoken 
■with admirable facetiousness and viriL, but it is contrary to reason and to 
laW) that your wisdom and eloquence should resicue you from the hand 
of justice To me it seems advisable that you should be flung headlong 
■from the top of the castle to the earth, as an example to others ” He replied 
O monarch of the vmiverse, I have been fostered in your family, and 
am not singular m the commission of such crimes , therefore I beseech 
you to precipitate some one else, in order that I may benefit by the 
example ” The king laughed at his speech, and spared his life , and 
said to his enemies ' “ AH of you are burdened with defects of your own, 
reproach not others with their failings (Whosoever is sensible of his 
own fault^s carps not at another’s failing ”) 

TALE XXI. 

Poetry 

There was an affectionate and amiable youth who was betrothed 
to a beautiful girl I haive heard that as they were sailing on the ocean, 
they fell together into a whirlpool When the manners went to the 



jroun?^m*n th»l ihey mtelit c*\ch Ku hand, and wvc htm from pcmKnP 
m that unhappy janciurt he caltcd aloud and potoled to ha renlrti* 
from ihn m^d^l trf the wave* “ L^a\e me and tite the hand of my 
beloTcd ” The vfhole ^otW admtfed him for that *p«ch and when he 
waa c ipuu xs he vraa heard to aa> Learn not the talc of lo> e from that 
fanhlm wretch uho foreela ha beloxed m the heur of danger Thur 
ended the live* of ihote loTtra heaiVco and learn from thoic of openence, 
for Sadi u at cotn'manl tn the wayi •nd cuilomi of fo^r &> the Arabic 
UnBuiBC a familwr at Baghdad Rt >xar heart on the mwlren whom 
you ha\e choaen and be blmd to erny other earthly object. If Lsil* 
and Mapiun veert raow Imng. they might learn the hiitory of love from 
thu book 
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CHAPTER VI 


OH IMBECaiTV AMD OLD ACE. 


TALE I 

1 WAS eogised m A vritK loroe lc»rop<l mfO m ibt Me«i\ie 

Danusem, >rlKO iwldctily » young nun fislenng iKe gate »*id U 
itcTt Mty OM AmoQgtl you vAo undctiUndt Ac Penuo Ungaage’^ 
TT»ey potnUtl (o rac luked what w«i the tnatlcr He aniwcm! An 
oU toao e( a haodred and fifty yean of age n m the agontea of death, 
aiKl uya lotaelhtfig m the Pmun (aogvage, whKh we do not comprehend. 
If you will have the goodneu to take Ae irouhle to go 3 ^u wDl tAunv 
■yrour reward perhapa he may want to make ho will When 1 came to 
*hts pnlow he »f\ld (P ) ** 1 wai m hope* that 1 *hoold have apeot the 
tmaQ remnant of my life lo cate, but 1 can icarcely draw my breaA Alat, 
that at the table of variegated life f ale a Hule and they laid it u enough ^ 

1 expUmed lo the Danmcena in Arabic, the iignihcaliOQ of the docotirK 
Tltey wondered that at ho advanced age he should gneve for worldly 
"He I ihei asked hno how he found himself He replied “ What can 
I say? (P ) Hare you not seen what pam he suffen who ha* one of ho 
teelh^diawn out ofho mouA think then what mml be rfie slate m that 
moment when the soul I* dqsarting from this preaoui body I said 
^ Bomrn from your imagmation Ae Aou^ts of dcaA »nd let not 
apprdiemlon overcome your eonstilatioQ for Ae Greek philosopheT* 
Tuve taid. Although Ac animal lystcm be in full vigour yet we ougi t 
not to rely on lU conUouance , and, on Ae oAer hand, al AoufA a Awate 
"be dangerous, yet il ii no positive proof ol approaAmg death. If you 
■will gtvc me leave, I will aend for a phyiicitn, Aal he may prescribe 
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some medicme which may be the means of your recovery ’ He 
replied {P ) 2 “ Alas ' The master of the house is considering 
how to decorate his hall, whilst the foundation is in a state of decay- 
( 1 ) The skilful physician smites his hands together, when he sees the 
old man broken like a potsherd ’’ The sick man was lamenting in agony 
whilst an old woman was anointing his feet with a preparation 
of sandal- wood But when the animal temperament is destroyed, 
neither amulets nor medicines are of any use 


TALE II 

An old man, telling a story about himself, said . When I married a 
young virgin I bedecked a chamber with flowers, sat witli her alone, and 
had fixed my eyes and heart solely upon her Many long nights 1 passed 
without sleep, repeating jests and pleasantries, to remove shyness, and 
make her familiar On one of those nights I said ^ Fortune has been 
propitious to you, in that you have fallen into the society of an old man, 
of mature judgment, who has seen the world, and experienced various 
situations of good and bad fortune, who knows the rights of society, and. 
has performed the duties of friendship, one who is affectionate, affable, 
cheerful, and conversable {P ) I will exert my utmost endeavours to- 
gain your affection, and if you should treat me unkindly, I will not be 
offended , or if like the parrot your food should be sugar, I will devote my 
sweet life to your support — You have not met with a youth of a rude dis- 
position, with a weak understandmg, headstrong, a gadder, who would be 
constantly changing his situation and inclinations, sleeping every night 
in a new place, and every day forming some new intimacy (-P ) Young 
men may be lively and handsome, but they are inconstant in their 
attachments Look not for fidelity from those, who with the eyes of the 
nightingale, are every instant singing upon a different rosebush — But old 
men pass their time m wisdom and good manners, not in the ignorance 
and frivolity of youth Seek for one better than yourself, and having 
found him, consider yourself fortunate, for with one like yourself, you 
would pass your life without improvement ” He said " I spoke a great 



\i ] o rifRCtr!.m oLn act 

dal iftcT thu mawwT wid tboufrKt tful I Knd nude a cotxttKit of hart 
xfmt, >!\ of a loddfn, iSe frtcWf a cc4d fiom \Ke 1 >oV\oto o( Ktt 
and Tfplied AH \\xr Bne ir>r«Kr» thal you Have brttJ ultcrmR Hasc not 
w taoch vrcifdil tn tbe talc of my ftaaon •« one iinnlc tmloice vditcK I 
bard Irotn wy oar« lK^l, If yoo pUnl an arrow tn llte tide of a yotm^ 
woman, tl i» noi w painful ai iKe loctrty of an old man “ ^ In rbort, 
ceottnaed be ** it Vi*a> iropotitble lo aerrr and our diflerencei eixJfd in a 
K[ttralion After ibc time pmcribed by law the tnarrwd a yertme man, 
of an rmpetuoot temper iflTUlurcd, and in mdicml ctictmiiiancft lo 
that »bc aulfered the injunei of violence with ibe ev IH of penury howetrf 
»be returned thanlu for her lot and Mid Cod be praised, (hat I escaped 
from infernal torment and bare obtained Urn permanenl blessing (^) I 
face, lilfc-yarmcnli sandal and aloe-wood, painting of lace fragrance (oting 
scents) and pasiion all these are tbeorrumenls of women Manliness alow 
IS the oftameat for men Amidst all thi' noleoce and impetucrtily 
of Icmpa I will put us with your airs, betaus > ou art Kindaome 
It u belter lo bum with you m bell ibao to be in paradise 
with the other The tmell of ooiotrs from a beautiful mouth is 
more fragrant than the odour o( the rote from the bands of one who U 

ttgjy 


TALE HI 

In the temtofy of Diyir Bair I was Uic guest of a ' ery rich old man 
who had a handsome son. One Dight. he said During my whole bfe 
I DTtr had any child but this son Near this place is a sacred tree to 
which men resort to offer up their petiboos Many nights at the foot of 
this tree I beaottghl God until be bestowed on roe this son ” I heard 
that the son was saying lo his fnends in a low lone of voice How 
happy should I be to know where that tree grows, in order that I mifhl 
implore God for the death of tay ^ther The father was rejovting in h\s 
SCO » wisdom, whilst the son despised hii father s decrepitude (f^) Many 
years hare elapsed since you vuited your father s grart tvhat piety have 
you shewn towards your parent, that you should expect dutifuloeu from 
your sonT 
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TALE IV 

c 

Once m the vigour of youth I had performed a long journey, emd at 
ought, being fatigued, remamed at the foot of a mountain A debilitated 
old man, who arrived after the caravan, said “ Why do you sleep ? Get 
aip, this IS not a place to repose ” I said to him “ How can I proceed, 
-not having the use of my feet*^” He replied: “ Have you not heard how 
■it has been said, that proceedmg and halting is better than runnmg 
■until you are fatigued*^” {P ) O ye, who wish to reach the end of your 
day’s journey, be not m haste , listen to my counsel, and learn patience 
The Arab horse maJces two stretches on full speed, and the camel travels 
-slowly day and night 


TALE V 

An active, pleasant, and merry youth, of agreeabld manners, was one 
mf our happy society ; sorrow in no shape entered his breast, laughter 
■would not suffer him to close his lips A considerable time had passed 
without my happening to meet with him Afterwards I saw him with a 
wife and chUdem , his merriment had ceased, and his countenance was 
much altered I asked him what was the matter He replied : “ When 
I became the father of children I left off childish sport. (P ) When you 
-are grown old, give up puerilities > emd leave play cuid joking to youth 
Look not for the sprightliness of youth in old age, since the stream will not 
return again to the sprmg-head When the field of corn is fit for the sickle, 
it does not wave in the wmd with that vigour as when it was green The 
season of youth has elapsed , alas * those days which enlivened the heart 
The lion has lost the strength of his paw, and, like an old leopard, I am 
now content^ with a cheese ” An old woman having stained her hairs 
black, I said to her “ O my little old mother, you have made your hair 
Hack, but cannot straighten your bent back ” 


TALE VI. 

One day, through the ignorance of youth, I spoke sharply to my mother 
which lexing her to the heart, she sat down in a corner, and wept, saying 
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you foTBoUen ill the trouble ibat Vou gave me m your infancy 
that you tbia treat me vnlh untimincM?' {/* ) What 1 good ttyitrg wai 
that of 10 old womia to ber too when the nw him tbie to lubdae 1 
tigw hiving the strength of an efepKint “ If you h&d bat recollected your 
Umo of childhood, when you Uy hdptess m ray irmi, > ou would not treat 
me with violence, now that you have the strength of ■ boa, whibt 1 am 
an old woman ** 


TALE VIL 

A RICH miter having a son that was side, his fnend represented that he 
•ou^ cither to cause the Kurin lo be read from begmnmg to end, or else 
•offer sacnEce, that the high God mi^t rnlorc his son to health. After a 
Jittle comideratioD, he said ** It it better to read the Kjuin, u it u at 
hand, and the docks arc at a dutance ** A holy man hearing this said 
He preferred reading the Kurin becaate the words are at the Up of his 
tongue, and the money u m the imide of hu heart ) Alas * if the F>er 
fonnance of religious ntes was to be aceompanied with aimt, they would 
remain like the ass m the mire but if you require oedy the Ent chapter 
■of the Kuma they wiU repeat it a hundred lunet 


TALE Vin 

They asked an old man, why he did not marry He answered “ I 
•bould twt like an old woman.” They said " Marry a young one, since 
you have property He replied “Since I, who am an old man, should 
not be pleased with an old woman, bow can I expect that a young one 
would be attached to me? An old "wn of 70 years, behaves like a young 
man and a bom blind man sees bnght eyes u a dreamt Strength is 
required and not gold 


TALE IX 

(^ ) I HAVE heard that not long ago a decrepit old m»n^ m fu* dotage 
took It mto hu head to marry, and wedded a beauDfuJ virgin named 
Govher who lie a casket of jeweb had been concealed from the sight of 
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men The nuptials were celebrated with all the splendour usual on such 
occasions Shortly after, he began complaining to his friends, and attemfited 
to make it appear that the impudent girl had dishonoured his family 
Such strife and contention ensued between the parties that at last the cause 
was brought before the Superintendent of the police and the Kazi 
When matters had come to this pass, Sadi said “ The girl is not to 
blame, how can you, with your trembling hand, be able to bore 
pearls 



GULISTAN 

CHAPTER Vn 


EFFECTS OF EDUCATION 


TALE 1 ' 

A CERTAIN viwcr tad ft tlupid #00 whom K« *cnl to t karotd roan 
dairag hrm to mOnict hnn m hope* lh»l hu capacaly might improve 
After having instructed him for ftome time* volhout any effect be lent a 
pmon to the father with ihrt rotsuge " Your ion h»* no capacity and 
has almost dntrocted roc (/* ) When nature ha* given capaaty imlruc- 
tion ufill make imprtuioo but if iron is not of a proper Irroptr nopoJjiS 
xng will make U good When ft gem is reaUy pieoou* it can be cut and 
noproved t. e only a penon of good extraeuem on be properly edoealed 
Wait not a dog in the teven rnror* for when he u wetted he wiD only 
be dirber If die ass that earned Jesu* Christ was to be taken to Mecca 
at his return be would iliU be an a»-" 


TALE !L 

A PHILOSOPHER vris thus exhorting hia lOos " My dear children 
ftcqune knowledge, for on worldly nche* and possetsions do rdiancc can 
be placed rink will be of no u*e out of your own counby and on a 
journey mooey is in danger of being lost lor cilhcr the thief may carry 
It off all at ooce or the possecsor may coosnme it by degree* But 
knowledge u a peromial iprmg of wealth, and if a mam of educabon 
cease* to be opulent, yet he need not be sorrowful, for knowledge of lUelf 
u nche* A man of learning, wherever he goes, ii treated with respect 
and irt* in the uppermost *<at whiUt the ignorant man get* only a scanty 
fftre, and encounter* distre**- After enjoying power it i* di*lre*«mg 
to be obliged to obey ftod he who ha* been u*ed to care**a cannot bear 
rough usage from the world There once happened an josurreebon in 
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Damascus, where every one deserted his habitation The wise sons of a. 
peasant became the king’s ministers, and the stupid sons of the vizier were 
reduced to ask charity in the village If you want a paternal inheritance, 
acquire from your father’s knowledge, for his wealth may be spent in ten. 
days 


TALE m. 

A LEARNED man, who had the education of a king’s son, beat him 
unmercifully, and treated him with the utmost seventy The boy, 
unable to bear this treatment, complained to his father, and stripped 
himself, to shew the marks of violence The father’s heart being troubled 
he sent for the master, and said You do not use any of my subjects’ 
children m the cruel manner that you treat my son , what is the reason 
of this?” He replied “To discourse with propnety and to have a 
pleasing conciliating manner becomes manland in general, but more 
especially in kmgs because, whatsoever they say or do, will certainly be m 
the mouths of every one, whilst the words and actions of common people 
are not of so much consequence If a darwish should commit a hundred 
improprieties his companions would not remark one of them , but if a 
kmg makes only one improper step it is circulated from kingdom to 
kingdom, — therefore, in forming the manners of young princes, more labour 
and pains should be bestowed than on the vulgar 

(P ) He who IS not taught good manners in his childhood, will have no 
good qualities when he amves at manhood You may bend green wood as 
much as you please , but when it is dry, it cannot be made straight with- 
out fire Of a truth you may twist the tender branches, but will in vain 
attempt to straighten dry wood ” — ^The king, approving of the masters 
wholesome disciplme, and of the manner in which he had delivered his 
speech, bestowed on him a dress of honour, and a largess, and promoted 
him. 


TALE IV. 

I SAW a schoolmaster in Africa, who had a crabbed countenance and 
a bitter tongue , he was an enemy to humanity, mean-spint^d, and 
impetuous, so that the sight of him intenupted the pleasure of Muslims, 
and his reading of the Kuran distracted the hearts of men A number of 
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bautifoi boyi *nd lender tirgntt, vrbo wt>ert ttA)ect lo bu tynnnic ann 
dbrtd DOl prwume lo laugb dot renime lo sp<ak for he ukJ lo imitt 
ihe tjter cb«b ol ibc one, and wooW aotneltmea poi the cryiUl tegi of 
ibe other lalo the •lock*- In »bort* I I««d ibal •ome part of hii coodtuL 
bavirig been ducovtred. ihey beat him and cxpeDed him and gave ihc 
icbool to a pioui good man of »o me^ and patient a lonpier that be 
ncTcr ipoke a word bul vrheo be wai for«d lo it and uolhmg cter 
proceeded from hu loogne lhal could grre offence lo any one- The boya 
got the (car of the ^d matter out of their bcadti and teeing the new 
one of eoielic rtanoen they became funoot towards one another and 
rd^ing on hu forbearance they ne^eded ihcir tlndiei and tpenl mo»t ol 
their time in play and withont hnohing their copies broke their tahfela 
OD one another t hcadi — ^When the matter u reUa in htt dttcipline the 
boys phy at kap frog m the maiketpUct — A fortni^t after I patted 
by the gate of the motqae and caw the old master whom they had 
encooraged and reinttaled in hU oflice 

Id troth I wit concerned and isvokmg God, I mid " Why hare they- 
a second time apfiomted the devil a preceptor for attgelt ? An ccpenenc 
ed old mu hearmg me laughed and atid Have yon not heard what 
Hat been rdated 7 A king tent bu too to school and placed a sHver 
tablet under hu aim. On the bee of the tablet was wntlen in gold >• 
“ Tbe serentv of the master is better than the mdnjgence of the father 


TALE V 

The son of a reUgious mu who succeeded lo u immente- 
fortone by the will of hu uncle became a dmipated and debauched 
profitpitet mtoowcK that he left no hetnnui qtrae unptacUted nor 
was there any loloxicating drag which be had not tatted 
Once I admonished him mying O my too wealth a 
Tunorng ttream, and pleasure revo l Y e* like a mfllilone 

or m other words, profuse eapense sniU him ooly who has a certain 
income (P ) When you hare uo certain income be frugal m your expen 
set, became Ac mflors have • aoeg that if Ae rain does not fall m the 
mountains the Tigw wiH become a dry bed of sand in the coune of a year- 
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the desert, and ihe skins which are found in the holes of scorpions give 
proof of this matter. I mentioned this extraordinar}’’ circumstance Ip a 
wise man, who said “ M^ heart bears evidence to ihe truth of the 
observation, and it cannot be otherwise, for since ^n their infancy they 
behaved so towards then parents, therefore they aie thus approved a'nd 
beloved in riper age ’’ A father ejikorted his son, saying Young man,^ 
store up this lesson in 5 our memory, he who is not grateful to those who 
gave him birth will never be favoured bj' fortune ” 1 he}' asked a scorpion 

why he did not stir abroad in the winter, he replied **Whal reputation 
have I in summer, that I should come again in wnnter ” 


TALE X. 

The wife of a darwish was with child, and the term of pregnancy 
comtpleted The darwish, w'ho never yet had a son, said “If the Almighty" 
will grant me a son, I will distribute in charity to the poor all that f 
possess, excepting the religious habit on m} back ’ It happened that his 
wife was delivered of a son at which he rejoiced, and made an entertainment 
or his friends, conformably to his vow Some years after, when I returned, 
fioma jouney to Damascus, I passed by the place where the darwish had 
dwelt, and asked how he went on They told me, he was in the town gaol 
I asked the reason They replied “His son got^ drunk, had a quarrel^ 
and killed a man, and fled out of the city', on which account they had put 
a chain about the father’s neck, and heavy fetters on his feet ” I said ' 
“ His own pray'er brought down this misfortune from God, O men of 
understanding, it is better, in the opinion of the wise, that a woman in 
labour should bring forth a serpent than wicked children ” 


, TALE XL 

When I was a boy I w'as conversing with a holy man about the signs 
of manhood He replied . “ It is written in the books that it has three 
signs but that the greatest proof of being arrived at a state of maturity 
is one s being more intent on the means of pleasmg the Almighty than hoW 
to gratify the passions , and he added that whosoever possesses not this 
disposition the piofoundly' learned do not consider him in a state of 
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pobfrtj (J' ) A drop o( valer tiler letnatniOT foTi> (L»i*» in tKe womb 
obUinwl the human fonn bull! a perron o(age halh not uwknUndmB 
ana good manner* of a Imlh he ought nol lo be called a man Manhood if 
comfKKed of hberahl'^ and bmevolencc do not imagine that U comuIi 
mml> m form vmne a\«> u ttquuMt for a homin hgore 

roaa be painted on the gale of the palace v, jlh vermilion and vcrdigru 
(When a nun hath ikH virtue and benevolence vrbal ii the diffcrtnce 
between him and the hgure on the walP) II i* nolwirdom to acquire 
worldK wealth but to gain one •logic heart 


TALE Xn 

In a certim there happened a quarrel amongri the pilgrtm* who 
were going on foot to Mecca and 1 war alio ol that number They 
rccnmicaled on orr another but at length we adjuMed their difference*- 
1 heard one, lUtmg m a liUer ia> to hi* companion How wonderful 
that the ivory pawn* m the game of chen on owiing the whole board 
became Ttzier* (or queens) tscreajiDg their qunlnv but ibal the poor 
pilgrims to Mecca, after passmg the whole deserU are worse than al £nt 
(f*) Say from me to the Hap who injures andItceTaiet ibe skin of hts 
fellow aeature (h< Slander* the people) Thou art not lo true n 
pilgrim IS the poor camel who feed* on thutle* and came* a load 

TALE XIII 

An Indian wa* leaching other* hotv lo make fiiewocki when a wue 
man said to hrm This rs not a &t pUy for yon who inhabit a homo 
ma je of reed*. 

(P ) Until you are perstaded that the discourse i* strictly proper speak 
not and whalem you know w31 not oblam a favourable answer ask 
not, 

TALE XIV 

A umx man being afflicted with a pain m hi* ere*, went to a 
famer deitnng him to apply a remedy The famer applying lo his 
eyes what be wa* used to admimster lo quadmpedsi ihe man became 
blind, upon wtneb he complained to the magistrate The magtrtiale 
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said ‘‘ Get away, there is no plea for damages, for if this fellow, had 
not been an ass, he would not have applied to the farrier The 
application of this story is, that whosoever employs an inexperienced 
person on a weighty matter, besides suffermg repentance, wdl, in the 
opmion of the wise, be considered of a weak understanding ^The wiss 
man of enlightened mind, entrusts not an important business to one of 
mean abilities The mat-maker, although a weaver, yet is not employed 
in the silk manufactory 


TALE XV. 

A CERTAIN great man, having lost a worthy son, they asked what 
inscription should be put upon his grave stone The. father replied 
“ The verses of the Kuran are too sacred and holy to be written on such 
a place as this, exposed to be effaced by the trampling of men’s feet, and 
to be defiled by dogs If there is a necessity of writing something, the 
following lines will be sufficient “ O the season when verdure bedeck- 
ed the garden, then how blithe was my heart ' Wait, my friend, 
until the return of spring, when you will behold grass growing out of 
my clay ” 


TALE XVL 

A HOLY man, passing by a rich man who, having bound a slave 
hand and foot, was punishing him, said “ O my son, God has made 
subject to thee a human creature like thyself, and has given thee the 
superiority over him, for which return thanks to God, and do not suffer 
such violence to be committed It will not be proper that to-morrow, 
in the resurrection, this slave should be better than thyself, and that thou 
shouldst suffer shame ” — Be not angry beyond measure with your slave, 
oppress him not, neither distress his feelings Thou hast bought him for 
ten dirams, but after all thou didst not create him To what length wilt 
thou carry this pride, insolence and rage ? Thou hast a master greater 
than thvself O thou who hast for thy slaves Arsalan and Agosh, forget 
not^thy superior Lord — There is a tradition of the Prophet having said 
that the greatest mortification at the day of judgment will be when the 
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plow iUve u carried to Paitdue and the wicked roarter coodeoined to 
l3dl — Upon ihe ilavo ivbotc aenncea >t«i can cotonsand aercue rvot 
boundlcM acverity nor capnao»n«» (or it wiU be dugraceful in the 
day of reckoDirrg to t« the jlave at liberty and the ruaitcr in chain*. 


TALE XVO. 

On a certain year I w«* traTeflmfi from Baikh with wine people of 
Damajea* and the road wa* lofeiled wilh roW>cj>, There in* a young 
nan of our party an expert handler of the thidd, a mighty archer a 
brandnher of all irrapoo* *o rtrong that lea men conld not draw hi* 
bowrijing and the mmt powerful v^mtUr on the face of the earth had 
DC?cr brou^t hi* bade to the amond but he wn* rich and had been 
nnracd m the ihade> wa* mexpericnced in the world and no traTtlkr 
The ihantdcnag found of the martia) drum hod never reached bia car 
pertha had hi* ejw teen the ligbtmng of the bonemen * award*. — He 
bad never been made pruoner by the enemy nor hid the arrow* faUea 
in »howeT* around him — ft happened^ (hat I and thi* young man were 
runnmg togedwr every wall that came in hi* way be pulled down 
•nd every large tree that he «nv by the force of Ku arm. he lore up 
by the root* He wai boa»ting aaying “ Where u the dqihanl that 
you may behold the ihonlden of the hero f Where i* the lion> that 
you may tet the finger* and palm of the brave man 1 — We were in 
fin* aitnatioa, when two Indian* lifted up their head* from behind a 
rock, with mteotioii to kiQ ta one had a ibck m hi* hand and the 
cither a sbng coder hu ann. I aaid to the yoong man ** Why do you 
*fop t Shew your »tTaigth and valoor for here ii the enemy wiltm a foot 
of ho grate I *aw the bow and arrow* drop fnsm the band of the 
young Boan, and a trembling *eued aD hi* joint*. — Nolf erery one who 
can «plit a hair with an arrow that will pierce a coat of mail u bHc to 
•land againit the wamor in the day of battle. 

We saw no otbet temedv for ourtelve* but to letre our accoutre- 
moiU, jurrender our arm* and e»cape with out Irre*, On anafiair 
of importance employ a man of expcnmico, who will bring the devouring 
lion into hi* t w mmeb- A young man thoogh he ha* rtrcnglh of arm 
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and 18 as powerful as an elephant, will feel his joints quaking with fear 
in the day of battle A man of experience is as well qualified tocact 
in war, as the learned man is to expound a case of law 

TALE XVm. 

I SAW the son of a rich man, sitting by lus father’s tomb and 
disputing with tlie son of a darwish, saying ‘‘ My father’s monument 
is of stone, the inscription is in gold, and the pavement is made of 
marble tesselated with turquoise-coloured bricks What is vour father’s 
grave, but a couple of bricks laid together, and spiinkled with a 
handful of earth ” The son of the darwish on hearing this said 
“ Hold your tongue for before your father can move himself from under this 
heavy stone, mine will have arrived at Paradise ” There is a saying 
of the Prophet “ That to the poor, death is a state of rest ” (T ) Th® 
ass who carries the lightest burden travels easiest In like manner, the 
darwish who bears the burden of poverty Will enter the gate of death 
lightly loaded , whilst he who lives in affluence, With ease and comfort 
will doubtless, on- that very account, find death terrible And, m 
every 'vi&w, the captive who is released from confinement, is happier 
than the nobleman who is taken prisoner 


TALE XIX. 

They enquired of a religious man the meaning of this tradition' 
“ You have not an^’’ enemy so powerful as the passion of lust, which is 
within you ' He replied “ Because that an enemy to whom you 
shew kindness becomes your friend, excepting lust, the indulgence of 
which increases its enmity ” (P ) By abstinence a man may obtain the 
disposition of an angel, but if you eat like a beast you will be degraded 
to an inanimate^ fossil Those whom you gratify, become obedient to 
your command ; but lust, on the contrary, when indulged in, is rebellious 

A DISCUSSION ABOUT RICHES AND POVERTY 
BETWEEN SA’DI AND HIS ENEMY- 

Note — ^The order ol the paragraphs, &o , &c , in various editions differ widely 
I SAW, sitting in a company, a certain person who wore the habi^ 
of a darwish, but without possessing the disposition of one, and being 
inclined to be querulous he had opened the book of complaint, and 
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began ccwimng ih ncK Tl« diicQum vrai luming on iHu potnl 
ibal dintiibn ha\‘c not the menu »nd the iich not the mclmntion to 
be chtntible — Tho« iwmewd ot liberal mintb hate no command 
of money and the tHTiIlhy Vkordhngt hate no munificence 
*To roc’ who owe raj lupporl lo the bounty of llie great ihulangnagc 
wii not at all grateful I laid 0 my fnend the rich arc the revenue 
of the poor a ttorchou»e for the redme the pilgrim’* hope and the 
aiylum of Iravcllm. TTrty are the bearerj of burdeni for the rebef of 
oihen- Tbem*el\-ei at along with ibcir depcndcob and mfexior* 
and the remainder of their bounty i» applied lo the relief of wndowt 
aged people rtlaUoni and neighbotirt- — The rich are charged With 
piouJ dedicahooi the poformince of totvi the nte» of ho5pttalit\ 
aim* ofFenng** lire manmm*»ton of dates gift* and wenfices B' what 
mean* can you aitara lo their power who can perform ool> 'our gentt- 
ficDOtrt and even lha*e wnih a hundred difUcullin’ — Tlve nch peTfoTm.bclh 
moral aod religioin dutie* m the most perfect mannef becam they pc»*eM 
wealth out of which (hey beitow aim*, their gannenU are clean and their 
Ttpotatioi ipoden with oimd* void of car For the pow-er of obedience 
u found M good okaIi t'«e truth of wotdiip in a dean garment For v. hat 
atrength can there be with an empty rtomach 1 what boimiy from an 
empty hand I How can the fettered feet walk i ond from the hungry 
beDv what rmmiBccoce can be espected 1 — -He sleep* uaeajily at night 
who know* not bow to provide for to-m o rrow The anU itort up in 
summer that in Winter they may enjoy rot — Leutuc and proverty arc 
not found together and wtnfaction dwellelh not with dutxm- One i* 
^ ta od ing op to evening paycn whiUt the other u iiUing down wuhing 
for ha sapper How can thoe two be compared together 1 — He who 
poMOMes wealth i* boned in devotion whiUt he who ii dutieajed in 
bu circuuiUocoi bai a disordered heart — Therefore iHfc wor*liip of the 
nch u more acceptable ihmr mindb being collected and not dutracted 
ior a* they are pooessed of the means of tubtttlence they can tom their 
■whole ihou^b to devotion The Arabian* »ay ( God defend me 
from distressfol Poverty and from the neighbourhood of him whom I 
dislike And there ii a tradition from the Prophet that poverO ha* a 
iWacV countenance in both Worlds. ) 
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My antagonist asked “Have Jou not heard that tlie Prophet 
said poverty is my glory I replied **Be silent> for the Prophet 
alludes to them who suffer in poverty of spirit, with submission to the 
arrows of destmy > and not those who in a religious garb sell the scraps- 
which have been given them in charity — O loud sounding empty drum 
how will you manage on the march without provisions If thou art a. 
man, free thyself from worldly avarice instead of tummg in your hand 
a string of a thousand beads — A darwish without vital religion will not 
rest until his poverty ends in blasphemy He “who is in poverty > is in 
danger of blasphemy Without the command of richesj you cannot 
clothe the naked, nor use means for liberating captives How can such 
as ourselves attain to their dignity, and what comparison is there between 
the hand that bestows and that which receives Do you not perceive 
that the Alnughty revealed to us in the Kuran the enjoyments of the 
dwellers lii Paradise ^ For them are appointed fiuits m gardens of 
delight, in order that you may know that he who is intent on gaining ai 
subsistence is excluded from this portion of bliss, and that tranquillity of 
mind requires a fixed income 

To those who are thirsty, the whole world appears in their dream 
as a spring of water (2) You will everywhere see a person who is m 
distress commit atrocious actions without any hesitation, not being 
deterred by the dread of future punishment, he discriminates not between 
lawful and imlawful — If a dog is struck on the head with a clod of 
earth, he jumps up with joy thinking it to be a bone , and if two persons 
should carry a corpse on their shoulders, a mean wretch might suppose it 
a tray of victuals , — but the rich man, whom God hath regarded with the- 
eye of favour, by the performance of what is lawful, is preserved from 
the commission of what is illegal Thus, although I have not fully dis- 
cussed the sul^ject, nor adduced any substantial proofs in support of my 
arguments, I rely on your justice for a decision Did you ever see a 
mendicant with his arms tied to his back, or in prison , or the veil of 
innocence rent, or the hand amputated (for theft) witliout its having been 
occasioned by poverty ^ Men, intrepid as lions, are driven by want tO' 
undermine men s houses, and are in consequence bound by the heels And 
It IS possible that the drawish, at the instigation of lust, not having powef 
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lo rntram Jl in*y cominil iin — He wlio tw m hu poncnlon a D>’inph of 

p»i»^t*e >TKal mdmaHon can Kc entertain for ibe daTMefi of YagKma T 

He wtw hath m hit Kacd tuch dalet at he loTlh never ihintelh of flinpoC 
rto pq at clttjlm on the tree 

In general \hote m iniligenv tirtumriacen* veant durtiVy »t thote 
vbo are tlarrmg rteal bread — When a ravtoom cur geU meal he 
inquire* not >ehethcr the 0«h a cf Saleh ■ camel or of the an of Danil — 
Many men natorally well ditpoted hive been led by poverty into 
vricbedneii end Have given ibtir good name to the wmd of dirreputc 
Amrdjl the craungi of hunger the power of abttamtagccaK* pmerty 
trulchelh the reira out of the KarKi of piety 

(1) At the moment that I tittered there wordi the darwuh » 
patience being exhaetted he attacked me with «II the \ehcinmce of 
loquBcily and mid i \ ou have eaapgeralcd iheir prane to inch a 
degree and bave talked to extraiaganily od the »Db}cc) lhai one \\otdd 
luppote them to be the antidote agaiut the ttnom of poverty and the 
ley of the ttorei of ProTidecce Bctlhe> art a ret of proud arrogant 
self conceited abotniiuble fellow*. iraaUaUe after money and poaaemioia 
intoxicated with rank and opulence who ^ak not without insolence nor 
behold any one but with contempt the (rimed they call beggar* end 
the indigent they treat wnth obloquy Proud o( their riche*- and vam of 
that dignity of which they think dirmselve* pcoinsed and rauating la 
ibeir fuFenonty they treat ail other* a* Uieir inferior* thej never think 
It their duty to look kindly on any one ignorant of what the saget have 
said that whosoever ii inferior to others m piel> aUhou|h he may 
exceed them m wealth though in appearance a rich w in reality a poor 
roan — If an empty fdlow on accoucl of hu wealth behaves proudlv 
lowud* a wise man reckon such a one an as* although be be an amber' 
gns ox- '' — I said Speak not dodainfuily of them as *lhey are the 
master* of geoeroiity " He replied You speak erroneomly for they 
are jlavr* to their money Of what ute are they if they are the ciond* 
of August and do not shower down benehu or of what advantage if 
they are the fountain of li^t and do not ihme on any one and aret 
rcocnled on the ileed of power witkout perfonmng any course? They 
ftir not a step ra the Krvicc of God and part not with a dirain without 
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■distressing you with the obligation They labour in amassing wealth, 
preserve it with avarice, and part with it with regret, verifying the 
saying of the sages. ‘That the miser's money comes out of the earth, at 
the time that he goes into it — One person by his exertions gets money, 
which another comes and takes away without pains or trouble ’ ” 

I replied “ Y ou know nothing of the parsimony of the wealthy, 
excepting by means of beggary , for otherwise, whosoever lays aside 
avarice sees no difference between the bountiful man and the miser The 
touchstone proves what is gold and the beggar him who his stingy He 
said , “I speak to them from experience, for they keep a guard at their 
gate, and station rude, violent men to deny admittance to their dearest 
friends, and these seizing the collars of men of distinction, declare that 
nobody is at [home , emd verily they say truly he who hath neither 
wisdom, liberality prudence, nor judgment of him the porter says rightly, 
that no one is in the house ’ I replied “In this they are excusable, 
because they are teased out of their lives with importunate solicitations, 
and tormented with beggarly "petitions , emd it is a contradiction to 
reason to suppose, that if tlie sands of the desert were converted into 
pearls, they would satisfy the eyes of the beggars The eye of an 
avaricious man cannot be satisfied with weaUh any more than a well can 
be filled by dew 

Hatim Tai was an inhabitant of the desert , had he dwelt in a city 
he would have been overwhelmed by the importunities of beggars, who 
would have tom the clothes ofiF his back ’ He said pity their 
condition ’ I replied ^^Not so* for you envy them their riches ” We 
were talking thus opposing force to force, when he advanced a paw, f 
endeavoured to repel it , and whenever he put my king in check, I relieved 
It by the vizier (or queen), until he had exhausted all the coin m his 
purse, and ffed spent all the arrows of the quiver of disputation (T ) Take 
care not to throw down the shield when combating with an orator who 
hath nothing but borrowed tumid eloquence Practise thou religion* 
and serve God, for the ■•verbose orator who measures his periods, exhibits 
arms before the gate but there is nobody inside the castle At 
length, when having no arguments left, I had put him to shame, he became 
outrageous, and spoke incoherently It is the way with the ignorant*' 
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•wbfQ ccmfcmndtd by the ad\cmry* or^tnnentj to hart recoum to 
-vjolenc* u Azar ibe idolmalcT when be cou!d not coovmee hli too 
Abraham by •r^umenli be^an lo qaatrtl «» Cod hath **id (** Of » tnilh 
if ihon ■'*’ih not eirt up ihii point I rtonc thee ) He abuie 
1 irtorted hanhlj he tore the cofUt of fn> gannetit and I Uid hold 
of hi 5 beard — We were tumbfmg o^ef one another and the peoptc 
Turming after uj lauphing and oitoouhcd at our conduct — In ihort 
we lef ei red our diipulc lo ih fvazt and apietd lo abide b> hu impartial 
deeuioQ in order iKrl a Mahomedan ludge might rnolrt whai ^re* 
athuable and diKnmmale between the nch and the poor When ihe 
Ivan uw our faces and heard our ducoune he lunV hi» chm into ihe 
collir of reflection and after mature comidenlion raiicd up hi» head 
and uvd “ O thou who hart ipoben m praue of the nch I would 
hare thee lo know that there n no tore without a thorn and that wine 
u accompanied inth intoxication hidden irtanire haa lU dne^ 
in the wne place which hai ro)*al peatb are Ta\-enoia crocodiles the 
eBjoyment of wordti pUanne i» followed b> the ilmg of death and 
the lighu of Peiadite arc intercepted b> cnfi> Saun 

(P ) He ou^ to lobmil to Molence from an rnemy who w uhei lo 
enjoy a fneod becauie the tiearurr and the dragon the rose and the 
thorn torrow and gladnea are linked together — Obrme you not that 
in the garden there are odonfcroiB planU as well as dry. imnlu I In 
like manner in the arcle of nch men there are grateful and ungrateful 
prenons m the number of darwuhes khdc caerciie palicnce and others 
do not If every hajrtone was a pearl the market would be as full 
of them as of iheQi* The beloved of the Almighty consiiU of nch men 
who have the dijpoiilioa of darwuhes and of darwiihm posessed of 
noble minds- The grcalert ndi man is he who rdievts ihe dalrtsscj of 
the poor and ihe best of darwtshes u he who looketh not to the nch 
for bs lopport for God hath said ( He who trmlelh in God 
requires no other i help- ) The ICau having ceased rtprchending me 
turned towards the darwish and said ** You ivho have advanced 
-that the nch spend their time m wickedness and are inUaicaled wlh 
luxury It It true there are such people ai you have desmbed who 
.firt defective m zeal and ungrateful towards God who gather mooey 
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and hoard Jt , who enjoy themselves and give not to others if- for 
example, there should be a drought, or if the world suffer S deluge, 
they, confiding in their own wealth would not inquire after the distress'? 
of the poor, nor fear God — If another should be annihilated by distress,. 
I exist 5 what has a goose to fear from a deluge The women wlio 
are mounted on camels, feel not in their litters for him who perishes in 
the sand Mean persons, when they have escaped with their own 
blanket, say ‘ What signifies it if the whole world should die ' — ^There 
are some of this description, but I have seen others who having spread 
the table of generosity and proclaimed munificience with affable count- 
enance, seek reputation and ask pardon of God , enjoy the things of 
this world and of futurity like his Majesty the king of the world 
who is assisted by the grace of God, the conqueror of his enemies- lord 
paramount of nations, defender of the strongholds (of religion), heir 
of the kingdom of Solomon- surpassing all the monarchs of his tune in 
justice, Muzaffaruddm Abubakr Sad, may God prolong his days and 
grant victory to his standards ^ — A father sheweth not such benevolence 
towards his son, as your hand of liberality has bestowed on the human 
race God, wanting to bestow a blessing on mankind through his mercy 
made you king of the world ” — When the Kazi had extended hi'^ 
discourse to this length, and had exerted the powers of eloquence beyond 
our expectation, we acquiesced in his sentence with mutual forgivene"; 
and apologizing for all that had passed between us, we took the 
of affability, and blaming ourselves we kissed each other s hands anJ 
face, and the disputation concluded with these words — ‘ O danMsI^ 
complain not of the revolutions of this world for thou wilt be unhapP> 
if thou expire in this imagination And thou rich man, whilst thou 
hast thy heart and hand at thy command, enjoy and bestow, that thou 
mayest obtain the blessing of Heaven in this life and in futurity ’ 
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No. ni. 

Two persons took trouble in vain> and used fruitless ende»/ours 
he who acquired wealth- without enjoying it , and he who taught 
wisdom- but did not practise it {P ) How muchsoever you may study 
science- when you do not act wisely you are ignorant The beast 
whom they load with books- is not profoundly learned and wise , what 
knoweth his empty skull whether he carrieth firewood or books 


No IV. 

Science is to be used for the preservation of rehgion- and not 
for the acquisition of Wealth Whosoever prostituted his abstinence, 
reputation- and learning for gam formed a granary and then consumecT 
It entirely 


No. V 

A LEARNED man- without temperance- is a blind man carrying 
a link he sheweth the load to others but doth not guide himself He 
who through inadvertency trifled With life- threw away his money with' 
out purchasmg anything 


No. VI. 

A KINGDOM gains credit from wise men and religion obtains 
perfection from the virtuous Kings stand in more need of wise men 
them wise men do of appointments at court (P ) Listen, O king, to my 
advice - for you have not a more valuable maxim- in all your archives- 
than this . “ Entrust not your affairs to any but wise men- although 
public business is not the occupation of the wise ” 


No. vn. 

Three things are not permanent without three things t wealth 
without commerce- science without argument- nor a .kingdom without 
government Sometimes with kind speech- courtesy and humanity 
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may bno^ a httxi mto ihe nrt of ac«p»«oce (i e >ou may wn a heart) 
at another How ipeak with aoBcr for often a hundred lurrpi of lufar v.'til 
not bc^i mtlu\ at a w5W courd 


Ho vin 

ShU^IKG mercy to the wjcted it dome injury to the good and 
pardoniDR opprcrtori it injuring the orprciied When you comiccl 
yourteU with bate men and iKew them fa\our the) commit aimei vnih 
your power irhercby you participate m their guilt 


No IX. 

You cannot rdy on the fnendthip of kmei nor confide us tweel 
Toicet of boys for tbote change on the tlighlnt turpicion and iheae alter 
m the couTtc of a j-oolh Gut not your heart to her who hat a ihouiand 
loTCT' W if you thould bertow it on her be prepared for a teparation 


No X 

RE^TAL not to a fneod every tecret that jou ponm for how can 
you tell but that he may fomctime or other become jour enemy 
likevrtte inflict not on an enemy tv-ery icjurj in your powtr for he 
may aflerwirdt become j*oar fnend The matter vrhicb j'ou wiih to 
preaerve at a tecret impart it not to any one although he may be worthy 
of confidence for no one inll E>e to true to your leciet u yoarteH 

(^ ) It H lafcr to be iHent than to reveal one i lecret to any one and 
tdlmg him not to mention it O good man itop the water at the 
ipnngdjcad, for when it u in full ttream you cannot arrert iL You 
Aonld never ipeak a word in tecrel for that friend too ha* fnendt and 
thm connected 


No XI 

A NVeak enemy who bccomet obedient and ihewt fricndjhip doet 
to WTth no other detign but to become a more powerful advertaiy as 
they have taid ‘ Even the nattily of fnendt it not to be relied on 
■what, then m to be ejpecled from the flaUcry of cncmiet 1 He who 
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fk' ppc' n \%cil fipiiy, tp iiklr liiiii \.iio iic^lccl' fi ^p^rk of fire 
(^’ ) LnUh riiufi il lo*tK\ \%ktk' son arc akie, for \slicn it i«*ucs into a 
(la>m, .1 cIf;lroj'‘ n v orld IVrinit not jour enemy to slnnrt liu *1 jou, 
wiiilst jou .ire nk!c to putr'- him v, ith .m nrrov, 


No. XII. 

in ^iich imnirr hetvN.<-n t'.o rnemtci, tin’ <’iouU tli:j 
.ifttrw irtl'. hoi-OUK frii’iicli \ou nnv no* he put to tip hhnh ) I'los'ililJ 
hrUitii l\' o p''op!r plilrfirt .nut! the r li-f ilccl h icl hitir '.uppiics fuel 
Afuri .irci I'lifn liicj .Tre rironcikJ tOfTtiicr, tip Inci inter is Inted 
mui ut pi'ccl In lioth ih' pirt * < To i in 11; .i dim'* beli.ern two prrjons 
n to hum \our ^li uicon uJaUflv in tli- nuk \vti'm;r to \ oar fricnck, 
in orcki I'lil \our hioodihir n ua in .inv imi oicriieir you fake 
nre w lilt you *= 1 ) la for., i ill i. \ )U cm nt tell wlio mtj hj behind it 


No XIII 

\VllO;:OiV!R fornalli m iiilim\c\ n 'ii the tnemC) of hn fricndj* 
docs to injure the lilt r (^' ) O v p; nn ’ nas'i jojr lnnJ> of that 
friend nlio acsocialcs nilhAour enemies 


No XJV. 

Win N, in transacting bu^inCis aou arc under anj hesitation, make 
choice of that side which will produce the least injary (/’ ) SpeakV°^ 
harshly to a man ot placid manners, and with him who knocks at the 
door of peace seek not lioslililj' 


No XV. 

As long as an affair can be compassed by moucj' it is not advisable 
±0 put one s life in danger When you fail m devices, use your sword 
When the hand has failed m every trick it is lawful to draw the sword 
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No XVI 

Sifew nt* tt«cy lo & vftak eaemjr (ot il be becotne* pownJoI Kc 
•will nrt ipiit j-ou ) Wbrt >-ou »tr to enemy wol l>nil nol your 
wfirt^ m boarting ibere it nmrow m nmy bone *0(1 every coal 
coven * man 


No XVI (■) 

WilOJOCNXR killrth • wiclfd man rtlirrrtb ibe vrorW from bi» 
tnjune** ami dcirNcreth timacU from ibe wnlb ol Cod (f’ ) ForciTtticw 
1) commendable bnl apply fwl omtmeni to the wound of an oppraset 
ICnowtth be nol that wboiomef aparttb the life of • *etpent commillclb 
iniury lowardt ibe aow of Adam 


Ho xvn 

It II Ml adrmble to follow tbe advice el an enem> >-ou may bear 
whal b« hai to oy lo order ibat you may act coelrary ibmio and 
wbicb U perfect rentoa (/ ) Avoid ibal wbicb an enemy leDi ytni lo do. 
for d you loHow bn adnee ^-ou will imile your Vneti wilb ibe baodi 
of MTTOvr If he *hew» you a road alraight ai an arrow lum from it 
and go the other way 


Ho xvin 

Akcee when excessive cieaietb Imof and kmdoeu out of aeaioo 
deatroyi aulbonly Be riot ao severe as lo cause dugust nor ao lenient 
as to eocourtge aodiaiy {P ) Seventy and lemly should be tempered 
totetber like the surgeon who when be met the lancet applies abo a 
plaster A vnse man carries not severity lo excess nor suficra socb 
rdaxalioD u will lessen bu own dignity He ovemtea not bunsdf 
oeilber doth be altogether neglect hia consequence. A shepherd said 
lo this father “ O thou vrbo art vnse teach me one maxim from your 
■expenmee. He replied “ Be complacent but not lo that degree that 
they may mmlt you with ibe sharp teeth of the wolf '* 



14O (.uhsiXn [chR 

No. XIX. 

T" t> pcrsotT? nrc cncmic'; lo a kingdom and lo religion, a monarch 
■\sithoul cicmcncj. and a religious man ^\llhoul ^no^^ ledge (■^’ ) May 
there never be at the head of a hngdom a ruler vvho is not an obedient 
servant of God 

No. XX. 

It bchovelh a lirg not lo shew vs rath towards hii enemies lo such a 
degree as to alarm his friends for the fire of wrath first falls on the 
exciter of It and then the flame may reach the enemy or not ) It suits 
not the earth-borne sons of Adam lo assume pride ferocity and vanity 
You vs ho have so much heat and pcrtinacits* 1 do not consider as 
created of earth but of fire In the land of Bailkan, 1 visited a religious 
man- to whom 1 said . Cleanse me from ignorance by your doctrine’’ 
He replied ‘‘ Go and suffer vs ith patience- life the earth O learned 
in the lavs' or else bury in the earth all that you have studied " 

No. XXI 

A WICUCD man is a captive in the hand of the enemy- for vs’hercvcr 
he goclh he cannot escape from the clutches of his own jiunishmcnt ) If 
the wicked man should escape lo heaven from the hand of calamity he 
w'ould continue in calamity from the sense of his own cv il disposition 

No XXII 

When you see discord amongst the troops of your enemy, be of 
good courage , but if they arc united- then be upon your guard ) When 
you see contention amongst your enemies go and sit at ease with your 
friends , but when you see them of one mmd string your bow and 
place stones upon the ramparts 

No. XXIII. 

When the enemy has failed in all ‘ other artifices- he will propose 
friendship , that- under its appearance, he may effect what he could not 
compass as an open adversary 



rules for conduct in life 
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Ho. XXtV 

^ (In tome EdltloTii Mot. 13 & 14 art Ukt u one) 

B«i I'E the mponl t head with ihc hand of your enemy which 
eannpl tid of produong ooe ol ihcte tvrt> tdvantagaJ “U ihe efwn> 
tuccttd* j-ou have b1led iKc toake and if the latlCT prevuTi you have 
got nd of your ene my 

(f’ ) In ihe day of bailie comider not younelf »afc because j-our adver- 
nry u weak for he who be to oct dttpcralc vritf uke out the lion • bmim 


Ho XXV 

When you have anything to communtcale lhat will dislrest the heart 
of ihe penon whom it tcncenn. be tdeni in order that he way heat it from 
tome one ehe> (f' ) O ni^tingale bring thou the glad tidings of ipnng 
and leave bad nevn to the ow| 


Ho XXVI 

Inform not the bag of the pettdy of any one excepliBg )’ou arc 
attored that be wiO entuely approve of it for otherwise you are only 
working your own destruction (f’ ) When >ou are purposing to speak 
anything do it VFhea you know that your words 'vill take eflecl In 
the breath of a man words are the essence of perftdion to do not degrade 
younelf by improper speech 

Ho XXVIL 

He ^vho gives advice to a sdhcooctited nan stands hurielf m need 
of counsel from another 


No XXVUI 

Be not cao^ by the deceit of an enemy nor be ploud of the 
praise of a flatterer for that has spread the thm net and this 
has opened the palate of avance A blockhead u pleased 
with pnise like a corpse whose infialed heel has the appearance of 
plmnpiteis. (P ) Take care bow you listen to the voice of the flatterer 
who in return for his little slock expects to derive from you cocaidaiblc 
advantage If one day you do not comply with his Wishes he imputes 
to you two himdred defects instead of peilectioos 
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No. XXIX 

Unless some one point out to an orator his defects his discourse^Vdl 
never be correct ) Be not vain of the elegance of your discourse, from 
the commendation of an ignorant person, neither upon the strength of^your 
own judgment 

No XXX 

Every one thmks his own wisdom perfect, and his own child beautiful 
(■P.) A Jew and a Mzihomedan were disputmg in a manner that made me 
laugh The Mahomedan said m wrath. “ If this deed of conveyance is 
not authentic, may God cause me to die a Jew The Jew said “I 
make oath on the Pentateuch, and if I swear falsely I am a Mahomedan 
like you ’ ’ If wisdom was to cease throughout the world, no one would 
suspect himself of ignorance 

No. XXXI 

Ten men wil) sit at one table, but two dogs will not be satisfied v'lth 
one carcass The avaricious man, with the whole world at his command* 
is hungry , whilst he who is contented, is satisfied with a loaf of bread 
(■P ) The narrow belly is filled with a loaf of bread without meat, 
but the narrow sight is not satisfied with all the riches on the face 
of the earth My father, when the term of his life was expired, 
gave me this one advice, and departed ‘Xust is a fire, shun it 
precipitate not yourself into the flames of hell , smce you will not have 
strength to support that burning, quench the present flame with the water 
of patience ” 

No. XXXII 

He who when he hath the power doeth not good, when he loses the 
means will suffer distress (P ) There is not a more unfortunate wretch 
than the oppressor, for in the day of adversity nobody is his friend 

No. xxxin 

TSome Texts omit Nos 88 & 34 ) 

Life depends upon the support of a single breath, worldly existence is 
between two non-existences Those who sell religion for the world arc 
asses , they sell Joseph and get nothing in return "Did I not bargain ^ 


Rm.ES roR coNOtCT is life 


149 


\Th] 

wtlh ycm O tofa o( Adun iKrI you tbouU not itm Satmt By the 
•dng of tn RtJvtmiy you »re breakiag your promae with your fnead 
bdwfd from vrhom you have aepamted atKi with whom *you hire umtcd 
yourtdrcj 


No XXXIV 

SataK CRnnot prcTRil orer the nghteoia oeither the hog igaimt the 
poor 

Tnnt DOt him who oeglecteth hu praym to God even afthough bU 
mouth be kept open by Uatmg for he who perfonncth not the Dime 
prccepU neither wUf be care for hu debt to you 

No XXXXV {a) 

Whatever u produced m haste goes to waste I hate heard that m 
the [and of the East they are forty years in mahng a chma cup they make 
a hundred m a day at Baghdad and conseqoently you «ee the [ovmess 
of the price. A chicken aa soon aj it coma out of the egg »eek* lU food 
but an infant hath not reaaoa and duonmiBatioQ That >'duch was 
aomethrag all at once never amves at much perfecUoa and the other 
by degree* furpaue* aQ things m power and exceUtnce Glau u every- 
where* and therefore of no value the ruby is obtamed with difficulty 
and on that account ts precious. 


No XXXV 

Affairs are accotnpitsbed ibroot^i paUcnce, and the hasty man, faileth 
in hu undertakings. (P) I saw with my own eye* milbe"de*«rt a man 
who walked slowly got before one who went fast The Beet steed was 
tired with galloping whilst the camel driver proceeded in ""an equal 
•low pace 


No XXXVI, 

Nothing u so good for an ignorant man as silence and if he iras 
sensible of iht* he would not be ignorant (P } When yon possess not 
perfection and exceUmce you had better keep your tongue within your 
teeth The tooguc brings men into disgrace The nut without a kernel 


GUIvISTAN 
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IS of light weight A stupid man was training an ass and spent all his 
time upon it Somebody said, ‘‘ O blockhead, what art thou endeav- 
ouring to do'^ for this foolish attempt expect reprehension from the 
censorious Brutes will not acquire speech from thee- learn thou silence 
from them ” "Whosoever doth not reflect before he giveth an answ^will 
genereJly speaik improperly Either arrange your words as a man of sense, 
or else sit quiet like a brute 


No. XXXVII 

WhENS^VSR you argue with another wiser than yourself, in order that 
others may admire your wisdom, they will but discover your ignorance 
(jP ) When one manages a discourse better them yourself, although you 
may be fully informed, yet do not stzurt objections 

No. XXXVIII 

WhosoeIVER associates with the wicked will not see good (P ) If an 
angel should keep company with a demon he would learn terror, perfidy, 
and deceit Y ou cannot learn virtue from the wicked , the wolf practises 
not the tanner’s art 


No. XXXIX 

Publish not men’s secret faults, for by disgracing them you make 
yourself of no repute 

No. XL 

Whosoever acquired knowledge, and did not practise it, resembleth 
him who ploughed but did not sow 


No. XLI 

Obedience is not truly performed by the body of him whose heart is 
dissatisfied The shell Without a kernel is not fit for store 


No. XLII 

Not everyone that is ready to dispute is quick in transacting business 
(P ) A form may appear handsome under a sheet, but remove it and you 
find a grandmother 


>ttLC< roK CO nucT is urc 
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Ko XLIII 

» tk'tSl <i( vwwrt tiurty of twK wtKu wouW be 
d rTTTirdwl (f’ ) 1( emjr ilone w»* • CidASiK o ruby ibe ruby »ntl 
tire ptbbtc would be of oqml vtiue 


Ha XUV 

It u t>o( ntry form liut cotiU»oi a yood di»p«Uioo for 

Ttrtoe i« m tbe mmd oot m the appearatKe (f^ ) ^ ou m») Inow in 
one day from a min i mimrm to whil de^tte of Lnowfedtro he lu* 
Mtawied bownn be not wewe attttot tn»»d neither be proud of 
your diKoiery for a malifmot tpin) i» not lobe dctrclrd m many 
yeirr 


Ko XLV 

Wilo^^CNtR cooieodrth with the preal ihtdr hi» own blood (f ) He 
who thiabt hunrclf treat hat bero eompaird to one who tquiaU and tees 
double ^ oa will (et a broLen front by tporlins your head atartit a ram 

No XLVI 

It It Mt the part of a wire man to bca wulh a (ion or to lUiLe hit 
&ft atamit a tword 0 ' ) Neither 6^1 dot conlend with one rnorc 
powerful than younell but pul your hand under your armpit 


No XLVI 

A w CAk man who contetrdi with one that it ilroog befriendt Jm 
adrerury by ha own death ) He who wiinurscd m dvc thadc how 
IS he able to accompany the heroes to battie? He who hath not itienslh 
m bu arm aett foolishly in oppotme one who has a wnU of iron 


Ho XLVIIL 

He who Intent not to adnce rtudies to hear reprehension — When 
advice glint not tdmmion into the ear if they reprehend you be 
tSent 
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f. 0. XLIX 

Thc vicious cannot endure the sight of the virtuous , in the ^me 
manner as the curs of the market howl at a hunting dog but dare not 
approach him 

— C 

No. L 

When a mean wretch cannot vie with another in virtue, out of his 
wickedness he begins to slander — The abject envious Wretch Will slander 
the virtuous man when absent but when brought face to face* his loquacious 
tongue becomes dumb 


No LI. 

But for the cravings of the belly not a bird would have fallen into 
the snare , nay the fowler would not have spread his net — The belly 
IS chains to the hands and fetters to the feet He who is a slave to his 
belly seldom worships God 


No. LII 

Wise men eat late , holy men half satisfy their appetites, and her 
mits take only what is sufficient to sustain life , young men devour 
all that IS in the dish, the old eat until they sweat, but the Kulunders 
devour sc voraciously that there is not in their stomachs room for crowing 
breath, nor is there left on the table a morsel for any one — He who is 
a slave to his belly sleeps not for two nights , one night from a loaded 
stomach, and the next night through want 

No LIII 

To consult with women is ruin, and to be liberal towards the seditious 
is a crime — To show mercy to the sharp-teethed tiger would be doing 
injury to the sheep When you support and favour the vicious you 
commit wickedness with your power by participation 


No. LIV 

Whosoever hath his adversary in his power and doth not deslroy 
him IS an enemy to himself When there is. a stone in the hand, and the 
head of a snake under the stone, the prudent man delayetk not execution- 
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Bol othm hive ihe ccmtnry and »jd itat m ihe eceCnJioo 

o( R pmotttf dcliy ii bal bctautt you ftlim the powct ol kUling or oC 
ttUinog* but ihmiW he be put to deilh without ddibenlioo good 
eoumd m»> ptrclatKe be lojl »ince repartlion »* ireponible — It i« easy 
to take away life but trepoiiible to rafort it It u a rule of reasoo that 
the aieiKT ihouU hate patience for when the arrow ha* left the bow it wilT 
Dot return 


Ko LV 

THEwtaeman who eogagej to a tocUottny with lho»e who are* 
igtforaot of the tob|cct thould not cnterUln any expectation of gamioB 
credit If an ignorant man by hit loquacity thould civ crpowcr a wue 
man it u rrot to be wondered at became a common ilone wilt break a 
jewel {P ) Why u it tuipniing if a oightmeale ihonid not ting when a 
crow ti m the came cage ? f( a virtuou* man i* injured by a ragabood 
he ou^t not to be tony or angry If a worthJew rtone bnnjc a golden 
Cup lU own worth u not thereby increaced nor the calue of ihe gold 
lettened 


Ko LVI 

If a w»e man ftHiog m company wi\h mean people doe* not get 
credit for hit diacourte be not amazed , for the lound of the harp cannot 
orerpower the noite of the druffl and the fragrance of ambergnt oYer* 
cocoe by fetid garlic-— 'The ignorant wreteb wat proud of hit loud 
Noice became be had impudently confounded the man of imdcrttanding 
Are you ignorant that the rauncaf mode of Hiiai u confounded by 
the none of the wamot * drum f 

Ko LVI a) 

If a jewel faDi inlo the mud it u tull the tame preciom itooe and if 
dtztt flies up to the sky it retauu lU ongmot baseness^ A capaaty 
without edocatioo u deplorable and edocalioo without capataty j* ihiwm 
away Aihet although of hi^ ongtn and fire bang of a twble nature 
yet hanng no intnnnc worth are no better than du*t Sugar obtains not 
Its ralue from the cane bul-from lU nmale quality When the land of 
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'Canaan was without virtue the birth of Joseph did not increase Us 
dignity Shew' your virtue if you possess nobility, for the rose sprang 
Jrom the thorn and Abraham from Azar Mush has the fragrance in 
Jlself and not from being called a perfume by the druggist The wise 
man is like the druggist s chest,' silent but full of virtues , and,. the 
blockhead resembles a warrior’s drum? noisy but an empty prattler A 
w ise man in the company of those who arc ignorant, has been compared 
k)y the sages to a beautiful girl in the company of blind men, or to the 
Kuran in the house of an infidel 


No LVII. 

A FRIEND whom you have been gaining during your whole life you 
ought not to be displeased w'lth in a moment — A stone is many years 
becoming a ruby, take care that you do not destroy it in an insilant 
against another stone 


No. LVIII 

KeASON is under the power of sense, as a man becomes weak in the 
hand of an artful woman — Shut the door of that house of pleasure 
which you hear resounding with the loud voice of a womein. 

No LIX. 

A PURPOSE.without pow'er is fraud and deceit and power without 
design, IS ignorance and madness — The first requisites are judgment, 
iprudence, and wisdom, and then a kingdom J because putting power 
and wealth into the hand of the ignorant is furnishing weapons against 
themselves 


" No LX 

The liberal man who eats and bestows is better than the religious 
man, who fasts and hoards Whosoever hath forsaken luxury to gam 
the approbation of mankind hath fallen from lawful into unlawful 
voluptuousness — The hermit, who sitteth in retirement, not for the sake 
^f God, what shall the hopeless wretch behold in a dark mirror ? 
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No LX (o) 

A linW aDd » lutJe cot!«!fd lo^rth^r Wow • rrr*! 
dfil iJj# bfjp m Ow Ijara cnnnti cf «maV pt»tM ind drop »fvd diop 
(orm M inundiuoo i' bf xbo lu» ool « j>owti(tjl Kind »thl ii Wtcii 
% \\<xte (w in opportimWy lo l»lc to\CTt^ on Ku 

wtD) V^Twma drop* o( wain niWt tof tfwr « ti>a i* foniKd 
ind Vfboe lortftl mm jom • w* *» form*^ — Matty i lillle nulci ■ 
rartUc TKt com to the fnnary coomti of many Kpanlc frtlor 


Ko LXI 

A ^*r man oosSl o« to luffct tSc tittolmcr of t comtnoa pmoa 
to paw Unnoticed a* Kc iKnrby injtrrfi both paPta fot In* Crt«» rrr 
podabtlity >nf! be Wwd aod tbe otbn con E nord in bit rpnotance 
{P) Wbrt )'oa tpcak to a low feflow with Itndnni wul b<mit:ntt> 
tncmw bt* anot'^w ^tid pmrwttnt 

Ke LXn 

Sl*i by vbot B iOfTct ctrormiUed t* detntaUf but mott lO to « learned 
mao betaw bomiog w iKe weapon for combaimt; SaUO and if 
ibe arnv^ man it uVen *b^ greater will be hit thamo. — An 

lenortnl plebeian of diitolotc miimen it better tlun a learned man vridr 
oot temperance for tKat through Windnew knt the road and thii who 
had two ey« fel) inlo the weD 


Ho LXII (a) 

Life h under the protection of one breath and the world a tool 
btlwttn two non-exiilencrt- Tbote who tell ihcir rebgion for worldly 
good* art fooli \Vhil do they *ell Jo*<ph ( * ^ reJjgio^) for ? 

By imtigaUon of the oem) you broke >'Our failh with j-oor (nend 
*ee from whom you have teparaled and with whom you have jomed 

Ho UCIL ( 6 ) 

Satan wIQ not keep coanpany wjih the tmeert and a Suhin with 
the poor 
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Do not bend him ■vvho does not pray» although his mouth be open 
on account of poverty He who does not observe divine precpts> 
will not care for his debt due to you To-day he will ask for dishes 
of food, which can satisfy two persons, and to-morrow when you ask 
for repayment he will abuse you 


No. LXIII. 

Hl whose bread people do not eat in his lifetime, when he dies they 
mention not his name. The widow relishes grapes, and not the master 
of the vine-yard Joseph the Just, when there ^vas a famine in Egypt, 
ate not his fill .n order that he might not forget those who were 
hungry He who lives in ease and wealth, how can he know what it is 
to be hungry ^ He knows the condition of the distressed, whose oAvn 
circumstances are needy O thou who art mounted on a swift horse, 
reflect that the ass ladened with thorns is sticking in the mud Ask not 
fire from the house of the neighbouring darwish. for that which issues 
from his chimney is the smoke of his heart 


No LXIV 

In a season of scarcity cUid drought- inquire not of a distressed 
darwish how he does , unless you mean to apply ointment to his wound 
by giving him sustenance — When you see a loaded ass sticking in 
the mud. fake compassion on him. or at any rate, pass not over his head . 
but when you proceed and inquire how he came there, bind up your 
loins as becometh a man. and lay hold of the ass’s tail 


No LXV 

C 

Two things are morsJly impossible to enjoy more than Provi- 
dence has allotted , or to die before the appointed time — Destiny 
will not be altered by our uttering a thousand lamentations and 
sighs, nor by our praises or complaints The angel who presides over 
the treasury of winds, what does he care if the lamp of an old widow 
is extinguished 
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Ko. Utvi 

OjTHOU irt in witrt ol taSw.c3C L con*lJ»al iSil iSou i\i1i 
cU Aad l\w wNmj ^twh huH icqmrfd 6rt nol for ihotj ona not 
pwavc iKt lilf Wit>i CT wiiWtl >ottf arrt»o^ Protidrice wiTl Imtow 
diH/brnd ond if tbou vSwIdrt be m the |twr» of iHe lioa or of Iipn 
\\i*y tooM not dnooT >ou mCfTHiof oo the day of your deamy 

Ifo LXVU 

Th\T wSttb n not »Dottcl, tbc hand cannot rctcK and vrbai n »Uon*d 
win 6ad you wHttcaer you n>»y bt N oj bate h ird with wful toil 
SiUndfi pnrrtfilcd to iV fnd of dirLom ood tbal, »/(ct aO fie did not 
lute tbc witer of immorulrty 


Ko LXVKf 

A nstlCRM^K qiaiwyi by deitmy coo’d not caltK a 6*S in lf»e 
Tigm and tlw faS wnboot fate ccoM oot have dt-d oa ibc dry bad 
The ooTttoixi mao esptora tSe wW world m ponoil of a loVuileoce 
and fate » cW a) hn hrrU 


Ko LXIX 

A UiCKtO rich mao u a clod of caiiH Rilded and a piooi darwuh ii 
a btattty aoStd with eirtS Thw wean the patched ®um«rt of Moaei 
aad that fm the oker of PKaraoah corered with jnrrb The tirluou* 
man tmder advcnity preaerrei a cheerfidcoonfoance but the wicted man 
In pforpenty hofdb domi hu head — WhoiocYer potaesm rank and wealth 
and refleTej not thote who are m diitnas inform Kim that in the neit 
wodd he win Cod neither dignity nor mhei- 

Ko LXX. 

Ttt£ envious man begrudgelh the bountiful eoodnm of*God and n 
mimical to thos who ere mnoeenl 

I beard a little feflow with dry biaini qieattn® dBreapectfuUy of a penoo 
of rant. I siid “ O Sir I if jrou are untottunate what oirot have fortunate 
men committed 7** Wish not iH to the envious man for the ttulortunale wretch 
IS a ealiCBiiy to himsel/ Where utbe need of your sbewmB eumty towards 
him who has roch an adversary at bn heels- 
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No LXXI 

A STUDENT Without inclination is a lover without money , a traiifller 
without observation is a bird without wings , a learned man without works 
IS a tree without fruit, and a devotee without knowledge is a house 
without a door ^ 


No LXXII 

The Kurun was revealed that men might learn good morals and not 
that they should recite the written sections The unlettered religious man is 
a foot-travelleii whilst the negligent learned man is a sleepmg rider A 
sinner who lifts up his hands in prayer is better thcin a devotee who exalts 
his head — A military officer who is good'natured and courteous is better 
than an oppressive lawyer 


No LXXIII 

A LEAFNED man without works is a drone without honey Say to the 
austere and uncivil bee ‘ Drone when you cannot afford honey, do not 
stipg ” 


No LXXIV 

A MAN Without virility is a woman, and an avaricious devotee is a 
highway robber — O thou who hast put on white garments to appear holy 
in the sight of men thou hast thereby blackened the register of works, the 
hand ought to be restrained from worldly pursuits, whether the sleeve is 
long or w'helher it is short 


No LXXV 

Two persons never free their hearts of regret, nor their sorroiving feet 
from the mud. One is the merchant whose ship has been wrecked and llie 
other the heir who has got into the company of Kulunders , as they have 
Slid To the DarwMshes your blood is lawful if you do not gne any part 
of your propcilyjm chanty- Either do not be the friend of darivishes or 
giie up all these worldly things Either do not form friendship w’llh an 
elephant driicr or begin giving cicrything in the house for the food of the 
elephant 
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No LXXV (o) 

AltUOUCJI a dm* bolowtd by a mocarcb n ralinWe )rt ooe* own 
coanc cVsOm at« pttlcrabW at>d ahbooeb ibf cttal man » food u »qnt*>Vt 
»llll ibc icrapi of one ■ own uUe arr mort ddicioui-— VintRar and prt 
bat* obUmed b) oae t own Uboor aic pirfcrab'c to bread and lamb mcirtd 
from tbc fund of tVw bead-man of ibt irifl*ic 


No LXXVr 

ft n cotrtnuy to tea«m and to iHe cctmstl of the wrw to tale mtdKint 
vfiUiotit confidence or to Ua\ef an untnown toid e^Uboot acfowpanyinR 
tbe caraaan 


No LXXVir 

They i*ked tm^m Muribtd Midmnmad bm Muhammad Ctuznii 
(on wbom be ibc mercy of God*) b> wKat mean* be Had atumed to 
jocii a dtfree of toowledg He repbed * In ihi* matawr vrhalmet 
I did not Imovr I wa* not athareed to eotjuire alxml —There wiH 
be rtatoeublt hopei of tecovery when )-ou get a aldful pfipictiA to^ 
fed yotu pd*e Inquire abotit merything that you do not know iince 
for the imall trouble of aiking you wiD be guided m the rcrpectable 
road of knowledge 


No LXXVIII 

WllENEvxR you are certain that anjlbmg will be knoum to yon in 
Ume be not futly id mquirieg nfiet U as you will thereby !et»eo your 
authonly md rejpccubility (/’ ) ‘When Lukni“n uw that in the hand of 
David uoQ became miracufoual) like vrax he did not ask how he did it 
being peniaded that without asking it would be made known 

Ho LXXIX 

Amongst the quaiifcations for society U is necessary either that you 
attend to the concerm of your hooaehold or ebe dm ol youndf to rdigwo 
Teil your story in confomuty to the temper of the hearer if you know that 
he u web disposed towards you Any wjse man who assocales with 
Mtinan will ulk of nothing else but of the face of Lsilh 


GUWSrlN 

No. LXXX 
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Whosoever associates -with the wicked? although he may not imbibe 

o 

their principles? will be accused of following their ways , in like manner, 
as if a person should go to a tavern with intention to say his prayers? it 
would only be imagined that he went there to drink wine (?) You I ave 
stigmatised yourself with the character of ignorance from havmg associated 
-with the ignorcint I asked a wise man to tell me a maxim He replied . 
“ Associate not with the ignorant? for if you are a man of judgment you 
will thereby become an ass? and if you are ignorant you will increase 
jrour stupidity ’’ 


No LXXXI. 

It is well known that if a child lays hold of the bridle of a tractable 
camel he may be led a hundred furlongs without being in the least disobe-' 
dient; but if the road becomes dangerous and threatens death? and the 
child- through ignorance? wants the camel to go that way? he slips the bridle 
out of his hand and will not obey him any longer , because in the time of 
danger courteousness is a crime , for they have said : ‘ An enemy does not 
become a friend through indulgence , nay? it increases his avarice — Be 
humble unto him who shews you kindness? and to him who acts contrarily 
fill his eyes with dust Speak not with favour and kindness to a man of 
austere countenance? for rusty iron is not polished with a smooth file 

No LXXXn 

Whosoetver interrupts the conversation of others to meike a display of his 
'own wisdom certainly betrays his ignorance The sages have said that a 
wise man speaketh not until they ask him a question Although the tempera- 
ment of the discourse may be true yet it is difficult to admit his pretensions 


No. LXXXIII. 

Once when I had a sore under my garment? my Sheukh (on whom 
be the mercy of God ' ) every day asked me “ How do you do? 
avoiding to mention the seat of my complaint, for it is not decent to call 
every part by its name He who does not ponder his words will be 
-offended at -the answer which he receives (?.) As long as you are in 
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iJoubt vkKcUw aa rxprfiiion ii pof«Ujf anrccl you ought Ml lo ojvfn 
your moulfi If by Irujb j-ou »bou(d coolinuc jn conlmrmcot 

il iVbcllcr iKan ptllmg icVaiwI by uttmnr fabcbood 


Ho LXXXIV 

Tcixisc Q be It bVe loniclinR a vt-ound wbtcb when healed lea\e« 
a tear Joirph i brtlhmi harm? become notoiiouj for fiUehood wben 
they rpole truth It >tat rvQl believed Cod Katli Mid ( Southall be 
lotenogated coocefomg your affcctiom 1 V ) \^Tien one vrfio practite* 
veracity commiti a trmUVe It ii aLoVkabIc to pair it over bat viben he 
who u nolorioui for faltehood rpealtiiath >ou will My it it a lie 


NO bXXXV 

Man iibtyend dnpote the rcoit mceCrrl of cirtlrd bemgi and the 
nleit animal it a dofi but Ufei a^fee that a ctAtefol dog ii better than 
an untrateful tran (/*) A dog never foigeii a mortcl although yoo 
pelt biro a huodied Unxt xith tlenet- Del if >ou chenih a mean wretch 
for an age he will fight with you for a mete trifle 


Ho LXXXVL 

A Sensualist doet not practtie virtue and he who ii unilulful n not 
fit to rule ora othen Spare not the voracious ox for a glutton n given 
to sloth If )-ou wiih to fatten like on ox submit 5 our body to the 
oppressors like an ass. 


Ho LXXXVII 

It u said ID the Gorpel “O som of Adam ill ihonld grant you 
nihes you would be more intent on them than on rge and if I 
should make you poor your hearts w’ould be sorrowful and then 
how could you properly cdcbrale my praise and after what manner 
would you worship met (h* ) Sometimes m affluence you are proud and 
negligent and again m poverty you are afflicted and wounded 
Since such ■ your deposition both m happiness and ^n misery 
I know not at what time you will find lemrtc to worship God 
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No LXXXVm 

The Divjne will displaces one from the thione of royalty ^nd 
presen'es another in the fish s belly — Happy is the state of him who 
keepeth lhee> O God? in continual remembrance> although he -were 
in the belly of the whalej like Jonas 

No. LXXXIX. 

If God should unsheath the- sword of his wrathful indignation 
both prophets and saints would shrink back wath dread> and if he 
were to bestow a glance of benignity the wicked would obtain virtue 
(T ) If, at the resurrection) he should be strict in judgment) what can e\en 
the prophets plead in excuse Let us say “ Out of thy mercy remove 

the veil) seeing that sinners are in hopes of pardon ” 

• 

No. XC. 

He who IS not brought into the road of rectitude by worldly 
afflictions shall suffer eternal punishment The Almighty said . {" Of a 
truth) I will cause you to suffer light punishment) and not tlie greatest 
torments ”) Great men first admonish and then confine > when they give 
advice and you hsten not, they put you in fetters 

No XC (a) 

The fortunate take warning from the histones and precepts of the 
ancients m order that they themselves may not become an example to 
postenty (T.) The bird abghteth not on the spread net when it 
beholds another bird in the snare T ake warning by tlie misfortunes of 
others that others may not take example from you. 

No. XCI. 

He who IS bom deaf, hoW can he hear , and he on whom the 
IS flung) how can he avoid going‘s (T ) To those who are befrien 
by God the dark night is as bright as the shining day, but this happm^s 
is not procurable by the strength of the arm until it is granted by Go 
To whom else shall I complain since there is no other Judge and ther 
being no hand higher than Thine Whosoever Thou guidest, cannot 
stray, and w^hosoever Thou causest to wander hath no guide 
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No XCU 

A^DarutsH wbottod ugood ubcUCTlhma king wboie ead ii evil 
It rt beuer to lulfcr rjrrow before iKaa after tbc enioymtnt of htppiWM 


No XCIIL 

The *kv entichti the earth with ihowm and the earth rttumi U nolhmg 
but dait A }tr exudes whatever U conUms^ If my (li5poiiUon U not 
worthy m your sight quit not your own good nxuuien 
The Almighty beboldeth the crime and conceolelh it and the neighbour 
stdh not ye procUitntlh It aloud (^) Cod preserve ui I jf men knew 
vhat u done m secret no one would be free from the interference 
of othm 


No xerv 

Cold u obtained from the mine by digging tbe earth and from the 
muer by digging hii sooi Men of grovefling dispoution expend not and 
hoard wnh-care ssyiog that the hope* of expending u better than havmg 
spent You will s^ one day according to the wuh of tbe enemy the 
money left and the wretch dead 


No XOV 

Those who do not pity the weakwillsufferTiolcncc from the powerful 
) It does not always happen that the strong arm can overpower the 
hand of the weak Distress not the heart of the weak lc»t you fall by 
one more powerful than yoursdf 

No XCVI. 

(2>) The wise man* on beholdmg cootOiUon wilhdraweth himself , 
and when he setlh peace droi^ietb anchor because ihwe u kfety on the 
beach and here u enjoyment in the middle. 

No xovn. 

(3 ) The gamester wants three sixes but three aces turn up Pasture 
land u a thousand limes better than the plaim but the horse has not command 
of the reins 
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No xcvm. 

(1 ) A Darwish in his prayer, said " O God, shew pity towards 
the wicked, for on the good thou hast already bestowed mercy by having 
Created them virtuous ” 


No XCIX. 

JaMSHID introduced distinctions in dress, and was the first person who 
Wore a ring on the left finger T'hey asked him why he had given the 
whole grace and ornament to the left, whilst excellence belongs to the right 
hand‘d He replied “ The right hand is completely ornamented by its own 
rectitude ’’ (-P ) Faridun commanded the Chinese embroiderers to 

embroider the following words on the outside of his pavilion “ O man of 
prudence, do thou good to the wicked, for the virtuous are of themselves 
great and happy ” 


No. C 

They said to a great man “Seeing that the right possesses so much 
excellence, what is the reason of their wearing the ring on the left hand'^’ 
He replied ‘ Don’t you know that the virtuous man is always neglected ’ 
He who hath appointed both happiness and misery bestoweth either virtue 
or riches 


No Cl 

He IS the proper person to give advice to kings who neither dreads 
the loss of his head nor seeks for reward (P ) He who is orthodox, 
whether, you pour money under his feet or apply an Indian scimitar 
to his head has neither hope nor fear from any one , and this is the true 
basis of piety 


No. CII 

A King is for the restraint of oppressors, the Superintendent of 
Police for guarding off murderers, and the Cazi for hearing complaints 
against thieves Two men of honest intentions never refer their complaint 
to the Cazi 
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( ) "WKen ytm pattxvt vrhit u |t»t ind Oat it mtiri be given it u 
better to girt rtwilh kindnetj Oan vnlh coolcnlton tnd dupfeamre If 
a tcM doa not pay the tax vnllingly thtoficer ■ *tmnl vnQ ejact U by 
force 


No CIU 

The teeth of etery one mc bitmted by lotimeo excepting the 
CiiTt which ire affected by ivreetDen The Ciii vrho taic» fotir 
cocumben as a bribe will admit cndcnce in yoor fas-oar for ten Gelds 
of muiluaeloia 


No CIV 

What can an ofd woman do but vow not to iin any more or a 
degraded fupmnteodent of police btttdeapTommngnotto mjuietnanlaDdT 
A yoodi who makei choice of retirement h a boerllbe man in the path of 
God for an old man n not abte to move from hn comer 


No CV 

They ashed a wise man t Why out of many famous trees which the 
Ahnl^ity bath crealed lofty and fruit'bcnnng the cypress alone n caQcd 
free ahhough it benreth not fnnl He repRed ** Every tree hath its 
appointed frait and season with vdneh it is at one Dme Bounshing and at 
another tunc deslUute and withering to neither of which lUtci the cypress 
u exposed^ bang always flounshing as ts the stale of those srho axe free 
{P ) Piece not your heart on that which u tremilory for the nrer Tigru 
wiU continue to flow through Baghdad aller that the Caliphs shall have 
ceued to reign li you are able* Imitate the date tree in hherahty but 
if you have not the means of^mumhcencc* be free l3te the cyfTeas* 

No eVL 

Two pmons died and earned with them regret he who had nebes 
and did not enjoy and he who had knowledge but made no use of it 
No one ever ww a learned man who yms a miser that people did not 
csideavoQT to pomt out hts Uuhi bat if a generoia man bath two bundred 
defects hu generosity vnU covet them 



EPILOGUE 


CONCLUSION OP THE BOOK 


Through God’s assistance, the book entitled the Garden of 
Roses ” is now brought to a conclusion Throughout the 
whole of this work I have not followed the custom of authors by 
inserting verses borrowed from former writers 

It is better to be dressed in one’s own old garments than 
to ask the loein of a new vest 

The discourses of Sadi are for the most part cheerful and 
mixed with pleasantry on which account the short-sighted extend 
the tongue of reproach, saying, that it is not the part of a wise man 
to waste the brain in vain pursuits, and to endure the smoke 
of the lamp without deriving any advantage, however the 
enlightened minds of the intelligent, who comprehend the 
tendency of a discourse, are sensible that the pearls of salutary 
advice are threaded on the string of style, and that the bitter 
medicine of admonition is mixed with the honey of pleasantry 
in order that the reader might not in disgust refuse his 
acceptance 

We have offered our advice in its proper place and spent a 
^ long time on the undertaking if it is not listened to with the ear 
of avidity yet the messenger performs his duty by delivering the 
message 

O thou who perusest this book, entreat the mercy of God for its 
author, and pardon for him who transcribed it, and ask for your 
own self whatever good you may require, after which implore 
forgiveness for the owner of it The book is finished through 
the cud of that Monarch who is the bestower of all good gifts 







